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EVERTON 


1 SAINTS 0 


SAINTS’ European hopes were dean a blow 
as they were beaten 1-0 at Everton. 

Phil Jagielka scored the only goal of the game 
early in the first half as Ronald Koeman’s side suf¬ 
fered their first defeat in four matches. 

With Arsenal and Manchester United also win¬ 
ning it left Saints in sixth place, some eight points 
off of the top four with seven games remaining and 
level on goal difference with seventh placed 
Tottenham who play on Sunday. 

It was a disappointing afternoon for Saints who 
forced Tim Howard into a fantastic early save but 
then struggled to create further chances, even as 
they chased an equaliser in the second half. 


• See pages 2-3 for match report. 


OUT OF LUCK: Saints’ Graziano Pelle watches on as Everton keeper Tim Howard keeps out his shot with a stunning save. 

Daily Echo picture by Paul Collins 
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EVERTON 0 SAINTS 1: JAG MAKES A FAST 
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EURO HOPES ARE 


AERIAL BATTLE: Everton's Phil Jagielka outjumps 
the Saints defence. 


FALL GUY: James Ward-Prowse. 
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SAINTS SUBS: (from) 
Gazzaniga, Yoshida, Targett, 
Reed, Djuricic, Tadic, Mane. 


EVERTON SUBS: (from) Joel, 
Mirallas, Naismith, Besic, 
Pienaar, Alcaraz, Garbutt. 


RONALD Koeman made four changes to the team that defeat¬ 
ed Burnley for the game against Everton. 

Two were enforced through injury. Kelvin Davis replaced 
Fraser Forster in goal, with the England international facing 
up to a year out after knee surgery. 

Steven Davis didn’t travel with the team after picking up a 
groin injury with Sadio Mane and Dusan Tadic also dropping 
out of the side that beat the Clarets. 

Victor Wanyama, James Ward-Prowse and Eljero Elia all 
came into the team. 

For Everton, Romelu Lukaku failed a late fitness test. 


Adam Leitch 

adam. leit ch@dailyecho .co.uk 

CHIEF SPORTS REPO 



SAINTS’ European 
hopes were dealt a 
blow as they were 
beaten 1-0 at Everton. 

Phil Jagielka scored the only 
goal of the game early in the 
first half as Ronald Koeman’s 
side suffered their first defeat 
in four matches. 

With Arsenal and 
Manchester United also win¬ 
ning it left Saints in sixth 
place, some eight points off of 
the top four with seven games 
remaining and level on goal 
difference with seventh placed 
Tottenham who play on 
Sunday. 

It was a disappointing after¬ 
noon for Saints who forced 
Tim Howard into a fantastic 
early save but then struggled 
to create further chances, even 
as they chased an equaliser in 
the second half. 

Everton were straight on 
the front foot with Aaron 
Lennon charging forward 
from the right and working 
the ball out to Leon Osman on 
the left. He cut inside and 
tried his luck with an 
inswinging right footed shot 
from 20 yards but it went 
wide of the far post. 

Saints quickly recovered and 
started to probe away before 
forcing Tim Howard into a 
good save on six minutes. 

Shane Long made a superb 
break down the right and 
whipped in a cross that was 
met by a deft flick towards goal 
by Graziano Pelle as he darted 
to the near post. 

It appeared to be looping over 
Howard and into the goal but 
the Everton goalkeeper man¬ 
aged to dive and claw the ball 
back and away from behind 
him. 

Ryan Bertrand was the sav¬ 
iour at the other end, making a 
superb last ditch challenge to 
prevent James McCarthy from 
almost certainly giving 
Everton the lead as he pre¬ 
pared to shoot eight yards out 
after being slipped in by 
Arouna Kone. 

However, nobody could stop 
the Toffees grabbing the lead 
on 16 minutes. 

Saints couldn’t get a touch 


on the ball from an inswing¬ 
ing left wing corner and the 
ball broke to Gareth Barry. 
He slid it in to the centre of 
the six-yard box where Phil 
Jagielka was able to turn it 
home. 


STRUGGLING 

Bertrand became the first 
player in the book after 
obstructing Lennon. 

Saints were struggling to find 
their early form again and 
were happy to see Kone head 
wide after being picked out by 
a right wing cross from 
Seamus Coleman. 


James Ward-Prowse did 
threaten with a free kick from 
20 yards out but it went nar¬ 
rowly wide. 

After being forced off the ball 
when he almost got in behind, 
Ward-Prowse did test Howard 
but his fierce strike from out¬ 
side the area was fairly central 
and, even though it moved in 
the air, the Everton stopper 
was able to beat it away with 
one hand. 

Everton came close again on 
34 minutes as Kone crossed 
from the right and Nathaniel 
Clyne did well to get the ball 
behind as Osman attempted a 
diving header. 

Another left wing corner 


almost caught Saints out 
again, but this time Jagielka 
headed over under plenty of 
pressure from six yards out. 

That proved to be the last 
chance of a half in which 
Saints had started well but 
failed to recover their attack¬ 
ing rhythm after falling 
behind. 

The second period started 
with Saints slightly more in 
control of the ball but really 
struggling to create again. 

CHANGES 

There was very little happen¬ 
ing for them in a forward sense 
and Koeman knew he had to 
make changes. 

He did exactly that on 61 min¬ 
utes as he made a double sub¬ 
stitution with Dusan Tadic and 
Sadio Mane coming on for 
Eljero Elia and Ward-Prowse. 

Long went into the central 
attacking midfield role off of 
Pelle with Tadic on the left and 
Mane on the right. 

Saints had a half chance 
from a corner on 64 minutes. 
It was a left wing outswinger 
from Tadic that Long had to 
backpedal to get a head to 
which meant he was not able 
to get any real power or direc- 
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EVERTON v SAINTS REACTION - SEE PAGE 4 
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tion on it and it went well 
wide. 

Saints had an optimistic 
penalty appeal waved away by 
referee Lee Mason as Mane 
broke into the area and 
bumped into Lennon. 

Everton made their first 
changes on 70 minutes with 
Steven Naismith and 
Muhamed Besic replacing 
Kone and Ross Barkley. 

Naismith was straight into 
the thick of the action and was 


also asking for a penalty as he 
was challenged by Bertrand 
but again it was the right call 
from Mason to turn it down. 


PROBLEMS 

Tadic was causing problems 
in and around the area as he 
and Mane switched wings 
and tricked his way down the 
right and cut the ball back to 
Pelle but from a difficult 


RIGHT: Nathaniel Clyne on 
the run. 

LEFT: Graziano Pelle is 
brought down. 

Daily Echo pictures by Paul Collins 


angle his first time finish was 
well wide. 

Saints finally created a 
decent second half chance on 
78 minutes as Tadic played a 
short right wing corner to 
Clyne whose low cross into the 
area picked out Jose Fonte 12 
yards out. 

However, his first time shot 
flew over the bar. 

Koeman made a final change 
with eight minutes remaining 
to try and find a goal with Filip 
Djuricic replacing Toby 
Alderweireld as Saints 
switched to playing three at 
the back with Fonte having 
Clyne and Bertrand either side 
of him. 

Everton were virtually no 
threat at all in the second half 
as they sat back and defended 
their lead but did win a 
decent position as Leighton 
Baines whipped in an 



inswinging left wing free 
kick. 

It was met by the head of 
John Stones but he could only 
steer his effort well wide of the 
target. 

Saints tried to squeeze on 
some late pressure but could¬ 
n’t get hold of the ball for any 
sustained period to really 
make it happen. 

Pelle lifted over Howard but 
wide with the flag already 
raised for offside and that was 
about as good as it got. 

Everton did a sound job of 
shutting the game down in the 
final moments and saw it out 
until the final whistle to grab 
the win. 

In truth it was a flat perfor¬ 
mance from Saints after the 
international break and with 
other results certainly short¬ 
ens their margin for error in 
the remaining games. 



SANDWICHED: Graziano Pelle. 


READ THE ADAM RANT COLUMN ON PAGE 9 
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Koeman can’t 
fault Saints 
performance 

Ronald Koeman insisted he 
was disappointed by the 
result but not the perfor¬ 
mance of his side as they 
were beaten 1-0 by Everton. 

Saints slipped to the 
Goodison Park loss thanks to 
Phil Jagielka’s first-half goal. 

Koeman, pictured above, 
did try and shake things up 
in the second period but 
chances proved hard to come 
by as Saints suffered a first 
defeat in four. 

Koeman said: “Yes of course 
disappointed, very disap¬ 
pointed, about the final 
result. Not disappointed 
about the performance of the 
team. 

“I think we had a great 
start in the game, we had a 
good chance in the beginning 
of Pelle and I think it was a 
great save of the goalkeeper 
Howard at that moment. 

UNLUCKY 

“Unlucky to receive the 1-0 
in the second situation about 
the corner kick but I think 
the reaction was good. 

“A few chances in the first 
half, the chance of Prowsey, 
the free kick of Prowsey, and 
the second half maybe it was 
a little bit more difficult, 
they dropped a little bit more 
back, and I have to say that 
honestly they are playing out 
of very good organisation, 
they had a really strong 
defence and it was difficult to 
create good chances in the 
second half. 

“We tried everything, we 
ended the game with four or 
five strikers, three at the 
back, to try everything at 
least to take one point out of 
this game but it wasn’t to 
be.” 





JAMES Ward-Prowse could be 
reunited with two former Saints 
colleagues at this summer’s 
European Under-21 

Championship finals in the 
Czech Republic. 

The midfielder hit the headlines 
earlier this week when he scored the 
winner as Gareth Southgate’s young¬ 
sters came from behind to beat 
Germany 3-2. 

Ward-Prowse, who hasn’t scored 
for Saints since his second senior 
appearance over three years ago, 
cracked an 82nd minute winner in 
front of a bumper crowd of 30,178 at 
Middlesbrough’s Riverside. 

Norwich’s Nathan Redmond - a 
player Saints were keen to sign last 
summer - had only equalised two 
minutes earlier. 

Kaiserslautern striker Philipp 
Hofmann had earlier twice put the 
visitors ahead, with Jesse Lingard 
levelling in between. 

The performance, and result, raised 
hopes that England could be capable 
of winning the European Under-21 
title for only the third time in history. 

England have only won 
the silverware twice, 

1982 and 1984. 

But Southgate has a ver¬ 
itable array of talent to 
choose from for this sum¬ 
mer’s crack at being 
crowned champions of 
Europe. 

Roy Hodgson claims 
Tottenham forward Harry 
Kane is determined to be 
part of Southgate’s Under- 
21 squad despite impress¬ 
ing for the senior side 
against Lithuania and 
Italy over the past week or 
so. 

Kane scored 79 seconds 
into his debut against 
Lithuania before putting 
in a decent display against 
a tough Italian defence in 
Turin. 

Hodgson is happy to pass 
Kane back to the under-21 squad for 
the next international get-together in 
June so he can gain some valuable 
experience of tournament football. 

Ex-Saints Luke Shaw and Calum 
Chambers - who have both featured 
under Hodgson in the past 12 months 
- and Everton’s John Stones could 
also feature. 

A third former Saints academy 
graduate, Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, 
and Ross Barkley and Raheem 
Sterling are also eligible for the 
Czech Republic. 

But it is unlikely Southgate will 
pick any of that trio. 

“I understand there’s been an argu¬ 
ment or debate about (fully capped 
players going to the tournament) and 
that is one for Gareth to sort out,” 
Hodgson said. 


“If Gareth wants to pick Kane, 
that is fine by me. 

“He is going to be important for 
Gareth.” 

Hodgson and his assistant Ray 
Lewington aim to watch five 
games at the tournament, but they 
do not plan to stay there as they do 
not want to be a distraction. 

“This is Gareth Southgate’s tour¬ 
nament. He doesn’t want me hang¬ 
ing around the hotel day-in, day- 
out,” Hodgson added. 

Regarding Kane, who has ham¬ 
mered almost 30 goals for 
Tottenham in a remarkable break¬ 
through campaign, Hodgson said: 
“Harry wants to go with the 
under-21s. 

“He wants to finish the job that 


he has done. 

“He has been a major part of 
their qualifying campaign for the 
last 18 months. 

“He’s had to work his way into 
the team and in my conversations 
with him it has been pretty obvi¬ 
ous to me he would like to play in 
this tournament. 

“Harry can play an important 
part and maybe help them go far 
in the tournament. 

“That certainly won't hurt his 
chances in the first team and I am 
happy to back him.” 

There has been talk that 
Tottenham don’t want Kane 
selected for the under-21 
tournament, fearing he will be 
exhausted by the end of the 


season. 

“In my lifetime, as soon as 
the season has finished, foot 
bailers have gone to torn 
ments. 

“Basically that’s something that 


2014/15 club season. 

Hodgson says Kane 
will have to get used to 
long seasons if he wants 
to wear the Three Lions 
for years to come. 

“I’ve got to say I'm not a 
great lover of the burnout argu¬ 
ment,” Hodgson said. 

“If you want to be an inter¬ 
national player then you've 
got to accept football tourna¬ 
ments take place in the 
summer at the end of the 
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( SHIPPER: James Ward-Prowse and the rest of the England U21 team prior to the 
win over Germany. Back (from left) Carl Jenkinson, Luke Garbutt, Jonathan Bond, 
Ben Gibson, John Stones. Front: Nathan Redmond, Will Hughes, Jake Forster- 
Caskey, Jesse Lingard, Danny lngs,‘ James Ward-Prowse 


EURO SUCCESS 


MATCH-WINNER: James Ward 
Prowse races away to celebrate after 
hitting England’s winning goal against 
Germany at The Riverside. 
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anyone who wants to be a top- 
- class international footballer, 
and really believes he can 
help his country get to these 
£ tournaments, can’t then come 
and talk about burnout.” 

England have been grouped 
with five-time winners Italy, 
Portugal and Sweden in one of 
two qualifying groups in the 
Czech Republic in June. 

England were one of the two 
top seeds, along with the host 
nation. 

Spain have won the last two 
Under-21 tournaments, but 
won’t be defending their 
crown this summer as they 
lost a qualifying play-off to 
Serbia. 


England’s route to the Euro 
Under-21 finals 

September 5 2013 

England 1 Moldova 0 

Saido Berahino scored the 
only goal after 13 minutes. 

Saints’ James Ward-Prowse 
made his competitive England 
Under-21 debut, alongside 
clubmate Luke Shaw. 

September 9 2013 

Finland 1 England 1 

Saido Berahino struck again, 
this tim with a 67th minute lev¬ 
eller. 

October 10 2013 

San Marino 0 England 4 


Harry Kane plundered a hat- 
trick as England romped to 
victory. 

He scored his first from a 
penalty in time added on at the 
end of the first half. 

Kane struck again on 65 min¬ 
utes and completed his treble a 
minute from time. 

Burnley defender Michael 
Keane had put England in 
front after just five minutes. 

October 15 2013 

England 5 Lithuania 0 

Saints midfielder James 
Ward-Prowse was among the 
scorers as England again hit 
the goal trail. 

After Ravel Morrison had 


netted after just three minutes, 
Ward-Prowse made it 2-0 just 
before the half-hour mark. 

Saido Berahino struck twice in 
the second half - the second a 
penalty - either side of 
Morrison’s second of the night. 

November 14 2013 

England 3 Finland 0 

Saido Berahino took his quali¬ 
fying tally to six in five games 
with another double strike. 

After Michael Keane had 
opened the scoring, the West 
Bromwich Albion striker netted 
in the 37th minute and again in 
the closing seconds of the second 
period. 

November 19 

England 9 San Marino 0 

James Ward-Prowse was again 
on target as England stormed to 
victory at Shrewsbury. 

The Saints starlet made it 4-0 
when he netted after only 24 
minutes. 

Michael Keane, Raheem | 
Sterling and Danny Ings had 
already scored. 

Tom Ince went on to make it 5- 
0 before half-time, with Sterling 
and Ings grabbing their second 
goals of the night in the second 
half. 

Carl Jenkinson and Will 
Hughes completed the rout. 

March 5 2014 

England 1 Wales 0 

Norwich winger Nathan 
Redmond scored the only goal at 
Derby’s Pride Park 11 minutes 
into the second half. 


May 19 2014 

Wales 1 England 3 

Nathan Redmond was the 
scourge of the Welsh again, scor¬ 
ing twice in the first half. 

Saido Berahino struck his 
seventh goal of the qualifying 
campaign two minutes into 
time added on in the second 
half. 


September 5 2014 

Lithuania 0 England 1 

Harry Kane plundered the 
winner nine minutes from time. 

September 9 

Moldova 0 England 3 

Saido Berahino underlined his 
potential once again with his 
third brace of the qualifying pro¬ 
gramme. 

Harry Kane took his qualifying 
goal tally to five with an 84th 
minute third. 

Berahino ended as his group’s 
European Under-21 

Championship qualifying top 
scorer with nine goals. 


_ 




TODAY’S TOP FLIGHT RESULTS - SEE BACK PAGE 



LEVELLER: AFC Bournemouth’s Kenwyne 
Jones, left, celebrates his goal. 


Break from the 
norm suits Howe 


EDDIE Howe hailed 
his AFC 

Bournemouth side 
after they came 
away with a point at 
promotion rivals 
Ipswich with an 
equaliser he claimed 
was an “un- 
Bournemouth goal”. 

After seeing his 
side go behind to 
Freddie Sears’ ninth 
minute opener, 
Bournemouth creat¬ 
ed a number of good 
chances but could 
find no way past 
Ipswich’s ex-Saints 
goalkeeper Bartosz 
Bialkowski. 

That changed eight 
minutes from time 
when the usual free- 
flowing 
Bournemouth 
looked more direct 
and ex-Saint 
Kenwyne Jones 
headed home Matt 
Ritchie’s corner. 

Bialkowski was 
the injury-time hero 
once again when he 
brilliantly tipped 
away Yann 
Kermorgant’s tower¬ 
ing header to ensure 
both teams had to 
settle for a point 
from this Sky Bet 
Championship 
match. 

Howe admitted he 
was disappointed 
that his side did not 
leave Suffolk with 
three points but 
hailed the impact of 
debutant Jones, who 
signed on loan from 
Cardiff 11 days ago. 

Howe said: 
“Kenwyne is always 
going to be a pres¬ 
ence but he is more 
than that - he has 
good feet. 

“He can be very 
important for us 
and he scored a very 
un-Bournemouth 
goal if you like. 

“I was delighted as 
we don’t come back 
from losing posi¬ 
tions very often but 
I still think we 
should have won the 
game, had we been 
more clinical in 
front of goal.” 


The home side 
made the perfect 
start when some 
lacklustre defending 
allowed Daryl 
Murphy the time to 
control Cole Skuse’s 
deep cross and tee 
up Sears to score 
and continue his 
fine form since sign¬ 
ing from Colchester. 

Bournemouth 
reacted well and the 
dangerous Ryan 
Fraser came closest 
to equalising, only 
to be denied by a 
brilliant save from 
Bialkowski. 

The second half 
was evenly matched, 
although 

Bournemouth keep¬ 
er Artur Boric 
denied the onrush- 
ing Luke Varney 
before Jones 
claimed the equalis¬ 
er. 

Ipswich boss Mick 
McCarthy conceded 
that his side’s tilt at 
an automatic pro¬ 
motion spot was 
almost over. 

He added: “I can’t 
honestly say it was¬ 
n’t a fair result, 
they had a lot of the 
game. That said, of 
course I am disap¬ 
pointed to concede 
like that. 

“They put on a 
very expensive 
acquisition (in 
Jones) and maybe 
he has started to 
pay some of that 
back with that 
goal. 

“There is an irony 
that we are meant to 
be a direct, long ball 
team and they put 
someone on and 
launch it to him to 
score. 

“It was probably a 
must-win (for auto¬ 
matic promotion) 
but all we can keep 
doing is adding to 
the points and see 
where it takes us on 
May 2. 

“Ipswich has a 
team to be proud of 
and we are a real 
threat to anyone we 
play against.” 
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CLUB versus country- The age old 
debate. I wonder if I was the only one 
watching the England Italy game and 
feeling more than just a wee excited 
when Graziano Pelle scored? 

What is it about club that makes you cel¬ 
ebrate a goal against your country? It may 
just be me but Southampton comes first 
every time. It’s my club, the one I’ve fol¬ 
lowed religiously all my life and whilst I’m 
damn proud to English and will always 
support England no matter what, it takes 
second place to Southampton... every 
time. 

From my own experience the people who 
place country first tend to be the ones who 
don’t follow their club week in, week out. 

The fans that pack their home football 
grounds every week will, quite rightly, 
have more of an affection for that club 
than the national one, especially when the 
England squad in particular, seems so iso¬ 
lated and distant from the normal working 
man/woman. 

How do you change that? For fans of 
clubs like Southampton it’s almost impos¬ 
sible to dislodge club from the apple of our 
eyes, especially when country seems to 
want to distance itself way from club so 
much. 

Take the Brazilian World Cup. I am 
utterly convinced that it was almost in 
English football’s favour to not have so 
many Southampton players in the squad. 

At that time you had Lambert, Lallana, 
and Shaw starting, Rodriguez on the 
bench and most people stunned that 
Clyne wasn't in the squad. That gave m 
you five players that could have been \ 
the full England squad. 

I am utterly convinced that the 
powers that be didn’t want lit¬ 
tle old Southampton having 
that much power in mod¬ 
ern day English foot¬ 
ball. Not a finger was 
lifted when Saints 
were hung out to dry 
last season, and with¬ 
in weeks of that World Cup tour¬ 
nament being over, three of those 
players had left and another 
future England defender had fol¬ 
lowed suit to Arsenal. Now 
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Clyne is the subject of massive transfer 
interest the moment he puts on an 
England shirt and represents his country. 

How can you expect anyone to put coun¬ 
try above club when country almost cer¬ 
tainly damages club irrevocably? 

The England these days just seems to be 
a boys club where players get together and 
compare wage packets. 

You can see it in Raheem Sterling. His 
bizarre interview for the BBC seemed to 
just illustrate the insane nature of modern 
day England footballers. Sterling is hold¬ 
ing out signing a new contract for 
Liverpool, but it’s not about the money. 

Really? Does anyone swallow that? 

Of course it’s about the money, otherwise 
he’d sign, as with only Liverpool, Chelsea, 
Manchester City, Manchester United or 
even Arsenal would you stand a chance of 
a winners medal, so playing for Liverpool 
increases his chances of that... even if it’s 
only a League Cup winner’s medal. 

So if Sterling is holding out it can only be 
for a bigger pay packet. 

These days it's all about the money... 

Probably the biggest laugh of the week, 
England wise, was the reaction of Spurs 
fans to Harry Kane’s debut goal for 
England. 

Kane is apparently Tottenham 
through and through and destined to 
carry on playing for them. Two words 
in regards to debut England goals... 
Rickie Lambert, whose debut 
goal was not only as quick but 
better. 

Within a year he was 
gone, and when you con¬ 
sider his age, who could 
have foreseen that? 
With photos floating 

TRANSFER 
BID? Nathaniel 
Clyne 
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around on the internet of Kane in an 
Arsenal shirt, it’s fair to say that Kane’s 
time in a Spurs shirt could equally as brief. 

The harsh truth is whilst money talks, 
nothing is quite as loud as the big five 
clubs whilst they try to protect their big 
five status. 

We may have been excited at seeing 
Nathaniel Clyne put on an England shirt 
this week and Spurs fans may be equally 
moist at the sign of Kane scoring for his 
country it’s nothing but a prelude to a big 
money transfer bid. 

You ask me why I chose club over coun¬ 
try? It’s mainly because, like fans of so 
many smaller clubs, I see country as being 
nothing more than a shop window for the 
bigger clubs to peruse at their leisure. 

Within days of the Italy game, Clyne was 
linked with a big money bid from 
Manchester United, with Hernandez going 
the other way in part exchange. 

Coincidence, or the top five testing the 
water via the media? 

Kane may stay at White Hart Lane anoth¬ 
er year but a bid of over £70 million and 
he’ll be gone. 

When did we get so cynical? When did we 
lose that sparkle that preceded an England 
game? 

I remember Euro 96 like it was yesterday, 
but mainly, I fear, because it was the last 
time any of us really cared about England. 

From then on in, internationals became 
pale and meaningless. Caps were handed 
out like confetti and any Tom, Dick or 
Harry can have at least one England cap in 
their cabinet. 

You try to create the next generation of 
English talent like Saints have and what 
happens? 

You get raided in the summer and not 
one person does a single thing to stop it, to 
say “Hold on, this is asset stripping” and Qu 
stand up for the small club. 

Thirty years of hurt? Try another sum¬ 
mer of hurt and you’ll see what I mean... 




Ladies’ Day at 
Royal Ascot 

High stakes and high fashion 
2 days from £145.00,17 June 2015 

Royal Ascot is always a stylish affair, and Ladies’ Day is 
definitely the day to ‘see and be seen’ at this, one of the 
events of The Season. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit to central London 

• Admission to the Silver Ring Enclosure for Ladies’ Day at 
Royal Ascot (ticket upgrade available) 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation 
in a three-star hotel in the greater London area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 



Newmarket 

Holidays 


Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Book today to 
reserve your place! 


* BRITISH^ 
TRAVEL 
AWARDS, 
. 2014 .; 


BEST ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY 
COMPANY 


call 0330 160 7751 [nc|_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs!1404 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


Travel with confidence 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s (exclusive) column on all things 


football 






It’s about time for 
legend Greaves 


WHAT took so long for Spurs to invite 
the great Jimmy Greaves into their 
hall of fame? 

The Tottenham legend, who scored 
266 goals for the club in 379 games, has 
had to wait more than a decade for his 
induction. 

He seemingly only ever returned to 
Spurs on the odd occasion, suggesting 
that he may have left under a cloud of 
controversy in 1970 - very similar to 
his refusal to attend the 1966 World 
Cup reunions, after being left out of 
the final by Alf Ramsey and replaced 
by Geoff Hurst. 

I personally have some great memo¬ 
ries of my time with England and lin¬ 
ing up with Jimmy on the right wing 
was a great thrill. 

Two games in particular stick out - 
the 8-3 thumping of Northern Ireland 


at Wembley, with Jimmy scoring four 
goals and a hat-trick for me. 

I believe it was the first internation¬ 
al to be played at Wembley under 
floodlights. 

The other game was against the Rest 
of the World, again at Wembley, with 
both Jimmy and I scoring in a 2-1 win. 

Jimmy, of course, is England’s 
fourth top goal scorer of all time, with 
44 in just 57 appearances. 

That probably puts him way ahead 
as far as goals per game are con¬ 
cerned, and I shudder to think what 
his final account would have been if 
he was playing in the modern game. 

One thing I am sure of is that on May 
13, the day he is inducted, the whole 
Tottenham family past and present 
will be there to pay respects to one of 
their finest. 



THIS season, Chelsea captain 
John Terry praised Nemanja 
Matic, comparing the Serbian to 
Chelsea legend Claude Makelele, 
and tipping the young defensive 
midfielder to surpass the former 
French international. 

That would be some feat. After all, 
the position in front of the back four is 
these days named after Makelele. 

Matic, though, has been one of 
Chelsea’s best players since his arrival 
- his return - from Benfica just over a 
year ago. 

Now, any defensive midfielder who 
pulls on a Chelsea shirt and plays well 
for a few games will probably forever 
be tipped as the next Makelele, and so 
seeing Matic compared to him is no 
great surprise. 

Chelsea struggled to replace the 
Frenchman after his retirement, and 
John Obi Mikel never hit the heights 
that Makelele did. 

Matic, though, seems to fit so well 
into this Chelsea team. 

But he’s not exactly a Makelele 
replacement. 

He’s a different kind of anchor man, a 
new breed of defensive midfielder. 

Makelele was a very deep-seated mid¬ 
fielder,, simply sitting in front of Terry 
and Ricardo Carvalho. 

Makelele had one job and one job 
only - to stop the opposition from 
attacking the defence. 

He broke up play and passed the ball 
to a teammate. 

He was the defensive player who 
turned the team into an attacking force 


- if you break up the other team’s pos¬ 
session, and give the ball to a team¬ 
mate who is more gifted on the ball, 
then your team will keep possession. 

And if the opposition never has pos¬ 
session, then they can’t score. 

If you don’t concede - and, in 
Mourinho’s early years, Chelsea 
rarely did - you’ll never lose a game. 

Mourinho has long been described as 
a defensive mastermind, a coach able 
to get a result by way of keeping a 
clean sheet. 

He stops the opposition from playing 
their own game, and doesn’t let them 
attack as they’d like to. 

More of a saboteur than an innova¬ 
tor. 

But Matic isn’t this kind of player. 

He’s very good positionally, and he’s 
clearly adept at playing that anchor 
man, ‘one job’ role in front of the 
defence. 

But he’s also very good on the ball, he 
provides something going forward, 
even though that’s not his main role, 
and he can pick a pass. 

He is the modern defensive midfielder. 

He isn’t just a defender playing in mid- 
field, he’s a midfielder who knows how 
to defend. 

The difference is that Matic can come 
forward and he can score goals - if you 
get a chance, watch his goal for Serbia 
against Portugal last weekend. You 
would never see Makelele doing that! 

He’s a defensive-minded player who 
can help out the team when they’re 
dominating the game and putting pres¬ 
sure on the opposition, because he’s 
good on the ball himself and can pick a 
pass. 


A Makelele-type player will just sit 
there, offering no help whatsoever in 
an attacking sense - you wouldn’t 
even want him to. 

Makelele isn’t quite what 
Chelsea need just now. 

There’s still a role for that 
sort of player, but, if you can 
get someone who can break 
up the play just as well 
and who is a little more 
attack-minded, you will 
have a player who sits 
deep, makes intercep¬ 
tions and tackles, but 
who is also an out-ball 
when you’re in attack. 

Matic is that, and he 
can shoot, he can pick a 
pass and he can beat a 
man as well. 

He is a new breed of 
defensive midfielder who 
still does the defensive job, but 
bigger teams are now expected to win 
most matches. 

And the smaller teams try to sit back 
and make it hard for the bigger team 
to beat them. 

So even the defensive midfielder is 
needed to help break that down. 

Makelele won’t give you this, but 
Matic will. 

And Matic may indeed surpass 
Makelele in the Chelsea hall of 
fame, but he is not a Makelele 
replacement as such, he’s just 
a new player for a new era of 
football, and maybe this 
position will one day come 
to be known as the ‘Matic 
role’. 
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Saints Spotlight 



SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014/15 





m 

PI 

CO 

n 

51 


71 

81 

91 

101 

Tig 

121 

H3U 

141 

AUGUST 

















Sat 17 Liverpool. 

.A 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 


Sat 23 West Brom . 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 


Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2). 

.A 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez*** 

Sat 30 West Ham. 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 


SEPTEMBER 

















Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 

Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 1*** 

Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3). 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 


Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 

OCTOBER 

















Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 



Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 


Weds 29 Stoke (LC4). 

.A 

W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 


NOVEMBER 

















Sat 1 Hull. 

.A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 


Sat 8 Leicester. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 

Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 


Sun 30 Man City. 

H 

L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka*** 

DECEMBER 

















Weds 3 Arsenal . 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Mon 8 Man United. 

. .H 

L 1-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 


Sat 13 Burnley. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 


Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .... 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld*** 

Sat 20 Everton. 

. .H 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 


Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

. .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 

Sat 28 Chelsea. 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 

JANUARY 

















Thurs 1 Arsenal. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 1 

Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Long*** 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3). 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

W-Prowse 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 

Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 



Sun 11 Man United . 

. .A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis*** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Reed*** 

Weds 14 Ipswich (FAC 3)... . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 


Sat 17 Newcastle. 

. .A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Targett*** 

Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

Seager*** 

FEBRUARY 

















Sun 1 Swansea. 

. .H 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Reed* 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Seager** 


Sat 7 QPR . 

. .A 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Targett 

Wanyama** 

S Davis 

Mane 1 

W-Prowse 

Elia*** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Schneiderlin** 

Tadic*** 

Weds 11 West Ham. 

. .H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Yoshida 

Wanyama 

Reed** 

Mane*** 

S Davis 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Sun 22 Liverpool . 

. .H 

L 0-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

Wanyama 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Elia 

Pelle 

Schneiderlin* 

Mane** 

Tadic*** 

Sat 28 West Brom. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic*** 

Mane 

Pelle 

Elia* 

S Davis** 

Long*** 

MARCH 

















Tue 3 Crystal Palace . 

. .H 

W 1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Mane 1 

Djuricic*** 

Elia* 

Pelle** 

Tadic* 

Long** 

W-Prowse*** 

Sun 15 Chelsea. 

. .A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 1 

Mane 

S Davis* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse* 

Djuricic** 

Pelle*** 

Sat 21 Burnley.. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

S Davis 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 

Mane 

Long 1 

Pelle 

K Davis” 

Wanyama** 


APRIL 

















Sat 4 Everton. 

. .A 
















Sat 11 Hull . 

. .H 
















Sat 18 Stoke . 

. .A 
















Sat 25 Tottenham . 

. .H 
















MAY 

















Sat 2 Sunderland. 

. .A 
















Sat 9 Leicester. 

. .A 
















Sat 16 Aston Villa. 

. .H 
















Sun 24 Man City . 

. .A 


















LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

° 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

28 

2 

6 

1 

92(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(7) 

2 

1(3) 

1128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

11(13) 

3 

5(2) 

1 

16(15) 

4 

KELVIN DAVIS 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

292(2) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

4(3) 

0 

1 

0 

6(10) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 

1 

FRASER FORSTER 

30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

20(2) 

3 

4 

1 224(33) 

14- 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

29(1) 

8 

5(1) 

4 

34(2) 

12 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18(1) 

° 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

20(6) 

3 

6 

0 

46(10) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

26 

2 

4(1) 

0 

31(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

27(2) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

89(20) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

1(1) 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

3(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

8(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 

29 

0 

7 

0 

213(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 

7(1) 

2 

1 

0 

8(1) 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

18 

1 

0(2) 

0 

18(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

23(5) 

4 

5(1) 

1 

28(6) 

5 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

14(3) 

1 

1 

0 

61(4) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

17(5) 

6 

2 

0 

19(5) 

6 

FILIP DJURICIC 

1(2) 

0 

0 

0 

1(2) 

0 

JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

12(6) 

0 

5 

0 

47(36) 

1 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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/s ba eking ^ 


Adam Bant 






THIS really is the pointy end 
of the season now for Saints, 
and time to capitalise on 
what has been a wonderful 
campaign. 

With the last international 
break now behind us, it is all sys¬ 
tems go until the end of May. 

Happily Saints now have a 
schedule which is simple to 
remember - they play every 
Saturday until the final day of the 
season at the end of May. 

That they have so many games 
on a Saturday is a nice bonus. It 
means the team will get into a 
regular routine as they grind out 
the remaining eight fixtures 
and results that will ulti¬ 
mately decide their fate. 

They are looking 
good for European 
competition, but will 
be keen to not only 
ensure qualification 
one way or another, 
but to finish as high 
up the table as they 
can. 

Of course everybody con¬ 
nected with the club hopes 
that they will be regulars in this 
area of the table in the years 
ahead, but for a club like Saints 
there is no guarantee, especially 
in the short term if they qualify 
for the Europa League. 

Their opponents this weekend, 
Everton, are a case in point. 

They did the typical routine of a 
great season, Europa League 
qualification and then a season of 
struggle in the top flight. 

That’s not to say that fate will 
befall Saints, but all but the real 
big guns with massive funds and 
huge squads generally experi¬ 
ence the same problem. 

It is still a very worthwhile com¬ 
petition to qualify for if you are a 


club like Saints, for whom 
European adventures are a rare 
treat. Football is all about excite¬ 
ment and fun experiences, and 
this is so unusual that it should 
be welcomed. 

However, we should also be 
realistic about the toll it could 
take on their league form. 

Again, that just underlines the 
need to take advantage of the 
position they are in now, because 
we cannot be sure just how often 
they will go into the run-in still in 
with a shout of qualification even 
for the Champions League. 

That goal seems like it may be a 
little out of reach at this point in 

time, but if Saints can get them¬ 
selves on a roll then they 
still have an opportuni¬ 
ty. 

It might seem fanci¬ 
ful but when you 
look at the remain- 
i ing fixtures of many 
■ of their rivals for the 

top four, it doesn’t 
seem quite so mad. 
Arsenal look a shoo- 
in for the top four, along 
with Chelsea and 
Manchester City. 

But chances are there is still 
one place up for grabs. 

Manchester United have shown 
a bit more form of late, but their 
run-in is pretty tough on the 
whole and it’s easy to see them 
dropping points. 

Tottenham are flaky, Liverpool 
have tough games also. 

There is a chance there. 

All of those teams know that if 
they can just sustain a run of 
form over the last eight games, 
maybe pick up six wins, they will 
probably get in. 

Saints have probably the kind¬ 
est fixture list out of all those 
sides. They could yet do it. 




Reliable Kelvin 

FRASER Forster’s injury is a blow to Saints 
but makes you grateful for the presence of 
Kelvin Davis. 

It’s been easy to forget he is still at the club, 
such was his lack of involvement for over a 
year before he was thrust into the limelight 
again against Burnley. 

But the one thing you know about 
Kelvin (right) is that he won’t let 
you down. 

He is a real pro, and has been 
keeping himself in shape. 

He’s a realist, he has known 
that his days as the regular 
number one were over when 
Forster arrived, but he also knew 
how vital it was that he was always 
ready and prepared should injury or suspen¬ 
sion hit the £10m man. 

That moment has come at the most crucial 
point in the season. 

For Davis it will not be a problem. 

He is mentally a very strong character, and 
with his wealth of experience he will quickly 
overcome the inevitable nerves of getting 
back between the posts again. 

He’s a dependable guy, he loves the club, 
and he will do everything in his power to 
ensure that this is a season to remember 
come the final whistle. 

Masters worry 

INTERESTING to hear Rory Mcllroy already 
talking about how horrifying the prospect of 
not winning The Masters would be in his 
career. 

The Irishman of course famously got to the 
verge of victory in 2011 before a remarkable 
collapse cost him the green jacket. 

With the annual golf jamboree at 
Augusta set to start next week, 

Mcllroy (right) has another 
chance to add the only remain¬ 
ing Major that eludes him to 
his collection. 

At just 25 years old, and with 
a prodigious talent, you imagine 
he will get there sooner rather than 
later. 

But to already be having to answer ques¬ 
tions as to what it would mean to never win 
The Masters is worrying, as it could have a 
negative effect. 

That Mcllroy has crossed the finishing line in 
majors before plays in his favour, but the last 
thing he needs to be thinking about still so 
comparatively early in his career is what it 
would mean to lose rather than win. 

Khan do attitude? 

AMIR Khan is playing a dangerous game at 
the moment. Or rather, he isn’t. 

The British fighter seems determined to take 
as many low risk fights as he can get away 
with, the latest being against Chris Algieri, 
which, to be honest, is a bit of a dull prospect 
when there are far better opponents to be 
tackled. 

Top of that list of course is another Brit in the 
shape of Kell Brook. While Brook continues to 
impress, Khan flatters to deceive 
with a bit of mediocre opposition 
up in front of him again. 

Brook and Khan will end up 
fighting. Surely the weight of 
pressure and money will even¬ 
tually force Kahn into the fight, 
especially as Floyd Mayweather 
and Manny Pacquiao are other¬ 
wise engaged, and the result of their 
fight could well lead to a series of rematches. 

But Khan (above) is just surviving at the 
moment, and if he does get in the ring with an 
angry and determined Brook he could be in 
for a shock. 

Any drop in speed and Khan is in trouble. 
Biding his time and collecting comparatively 
easy wins is not a clever tactic in the long run. 
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FOOTBALL FIXTURES 
FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 


Monday, April 6 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Crystal Palace v Man City. 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Bournemouth v Birmingham, 
Brentford v Nottm Forest, Cardiff v Bolton, 
Huddersfield v Ipswich, Norwich v Sheff Wed, 
Rotherham v Brighton, Watford v Middlesbrough, 
Wigan v Derby, Wolverhampton v Leeds. 

League 1: Bradford v Preston, Chesterfield v Crewe, 
Colchester v Barnsley, Crawley Town v Oldham, 
Fleetwood Town v Yeovil, Leyton Orient v Gillingham, 
Notts County v Coventry, Peterborough v Walsall, 
Rochdale v Port Vale. 

League 2: Accrington Stanley v Carlisle, Burton 
Albion v Wycombe, Bury v Morecambe, 

Cheltenham v Stevenage, Dag & Red v AFC 
Wimbledon, Exeter v Newport County, 

Hartlepool v Southend, Mansfield v 
Shrewsbury, Northampton v Cambridge 
Utd, Oxford Utd v York, Portsmouth v 
Plymouth, Tranmere v Luton. 

BARCLAYS U21 PREMIER LEAGUE 
Division 1: Sunderland U21 v SAINTS 
U21 (1pm). 

VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
Premier: Dartford v Barnet (12.45pm), 

Aldershot v Torquay, Alfreton v 
Grimsby, Chester v Forest Green, 

Dover v Woking, Gateshead v 
Altrincham, Kidderminster v Bristol 
Rovers, Lincoln v FC Halifax, 

Macclesfield v Wrexham, Nuneaton v 
Braintree, Southport v AFC Telford, 

Welling v Eastleigh. 

South: Basingstoke v Farnborough, 

Boreham Wood v Sutton, 

Chelmsford v Bishops Stortford, 

Concord v Hemel Hempstead, 

Havant & Waterlooville v Bath City, 

Maidenhead v Bromley, St Albans 
v Eastbourne Borough, 

Wealdstone v Ebbsfleet, Weston- 
super-Mare v Staines, Whitehawk v 
Hayes & Yeading. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade v 
Arlesey, Chesham v Burnham, 

Dorchester v Poole Town, Frame v 
Chippenham, Histon v Corby, Hitchin 
v Cambridge City, Hungerford v 
Slough, Paulton Rovers v Bideford, 

Redditch v Banbury, St Neots v 
Dunstable, Truro v Weymouth. 

Division One South & West: 

Bridgwater v Mangotsfield, Evesham 
v Wantage, Fleet v AFC Totton, 

Merthyr Town v Bishops Cleeve, North 
Leigh v Didcot, Sholing v Bashley (1pm), 

Shortwood v Cinderford, Swindon 
Supermarine v Stratford, Tiverton v Clevedon, 
Wimborne v Taunton, Yate v Larkhall. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bournemouth Poppies v 
Christchurch, Brockenhurst v Lymington Town, 
Hamworthy Utd v Verwood (7.45pm), Moneyfields v 
Newport loW, Petersfield v Horndean, Totton & Eling 
v Fawley, Whitchurch v Andover Town, Winchester 
City v Alresford. 

Division One: Amesbury v Pewsey Vale, Andover 
NS v Romsey, Cowes Sports v East Cowes Vies, 
Hythe & Dibden v New Milton, Laverstock & Ford v 
Downton, Tadley Calleva v Fleet Spurs. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: AFC Stoneham v Hedge End 
Rangers, Clanfield v Otterbourne, Fleetlands v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, Liss v Headley Utd, 

Overton v Hamble Club (noon), Winchester Castle v 
Liphook (noon). 

Division One: Cadnam v Infinity, Upham v Andover 
Lions. 

Combination Division: Hamble Club v QK 
Southampton. 

ISLE OF WIGHT LEAGUE 
Division 1: ECS FC v Northwood St Johns, Brading 
Town v Vectis Nomads, Oakfield v West Wight. 
Division 2: Binstead & COB v Ventnor. 

Division 3: High Park v Pan Sports, Lower Hyde 
Galactica v AFC Wootton, Pan Sports v Seaclose. 
Combination 2: Bembridge v Yarmouth & 

Calbourne, Kyngs Towne v Seaview, Seaclose v 
Sandown. 


Tuesday, April 7 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Aston Villa v QPR. 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Championship: Blackpool v Reading, Charlton v 
Fulham. 

League 1: Bristol City v Swindon, Milton Keynes 
Dons v Scunthorpe, Sheff Utd v Doncaster. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Fareham Town v AFC Portchester, 

Folland Sports v Blackfield & Langley. 

Division One: Ringwood v Team Solent. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One East: Tadley Calleva v Folland Sports. 
CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON SUNDAY LEAGUE 
Senior Division: Bush Hill & Newton Heath 1977 v 
Hamble Roll Call. 

Junior Division 1: Ice House v Chartwell Green. 
Junior Division 2: Hamble Roll Call Res v Lokomotiv 
Eastleigh. 

Junior Division 4: King George v Durley. 

Junior Division 5: St Minions v Portside. 


Wednesday, April 8 

FA Cup 

Sixth round replay: Blackburn v Liverpool. 


PATCHED 

UP: Danny 
Higginbotham 
against Wolves. 


GORDON Strachan is one of those 
characters in the game that splits 
opinion but I can honestly say 
I thought he was an unbe¬ 
lievable manager - he was 
fantastic at bringing the 
best out of players. 

We had a strong squad, 
but they weren’t world 
beaters and he got them 
playing to the maximum 
of their ability. 

Much of that was to do 
with fitness, which I’d 
quickly learned was very 
important to the manag¬ 
er. 

My first training session 
saw me introduced to a training 
exercise called ‘Poles’ and on the first 
day I couldn’t complete it. Yeah, I’d 
been injured, but there was probably 
no excuse for me. 

It was a difficult stamina test for 
first thing on a Monday morning but 
after a while we all - me included - 
began to cruise it. 

We were so fit and that showed in 
the results - our stamina levels not 
only meant we could keep it up for 90 
minutes, but we were able to go into 
overdrive for the last 20 minutes or so 
which meant we were in a far 
stronger position to chase or hold on 
to a result. 

There was one game along these 
lines which immediately jumps to 
mind and that’s a result at the end 
of the calendar year against 
Charlton. 

We were two-nil up, then Scotty 
Parker scores two unbelievable 
goals to equalise. You expect 
then that they’d have the impe¬ 
tus and momentum but we came 
back and won the game late on. 

Teams score late goals, sure, 
but we seemed to be specialists 
at it. That much was proven a 
few weeks after I arrived when 
we got late equalisers in games 
against Fulham and Aston Villa 
- Beattie scoring in both of these 
games to keep him in front of the 
race for the Golden Boot in a sea¬ 
son where both Thierry Henry 
and van Nistelrooy were scoring 
for fun. 

To have such a group of players 
playing so incredibly well was a 
true testament to the ability of the 
manager, though don’t get me 
wrong, he was still incredibly 
fiery. 

We were playing at Birmingham 
in April, I was at left back and we 
conceded a goal just before half-time. 
Before the game, we’d gone through 
everything as teams do - who’ll be 
picking up who from corners and set- 
pieces, that kind of thing. 

The goal we’d let in had been from 
a corner and there were no on-pitch 
recriminations but we came into 
the dressing room and Strachan 
was going bananas. 

‘‘F****** hell lads, what 
the f*** is going on?” he 
yells. No manager likes conceding but 


Strachan particularly loathes let¬ 
ting in a goal from a set play. 

“Whose man is it? Whose man is 
it?” he asks, probably rhetorically. 
Not for the first time, I open my 
mouth when it’s best not to. 

“Gaffer...” 

“What Danny?” 

“Look at the board - there’s a 
board behind you with the markers 
on. If you see who’s scored then you 
know who’s responsible and we can 
sort it out.” 

He went red. 

“You what? You f****** what? I tell 
you what Danny, here’s a f****** 
great idea - next time they get a 
f****** corner, I’ll shout over to the 
referee and ask him to stop the game 
a minute so I can bring on the board 
and we can check who’s marking 
who - you daft little s****!” 

He picks up a cup of coffee and 


hurls it right at me - it misses me 
and hits our goalkeeping coach. 

He’d always seem to catch me at 
moments that would end up being 
fairly embarrassing. Gordon wasn’t 
a drinker - though he had every 
cause to indulge a little as we con¬ 
tinued our great season by getting to 
the FA Cup final. 

We got beat, narrowly, and anoth¬ 
er day we might have got a better 
result against a good Arsenal side. 

It didn’t stop us celebrating - we 
drank into the night and at the end 
there was a massive pile-on which I 
was at the bottom of. 

The manager strolled past and just 
said casually, as if nothing was 
going on, “Night, Danny!” 

Getting to the cup final was a fan¬ 
tastic achievement - I’d played 
against Norwich in the fifth round 
but that had been my only on-pitch 


Danny Higginbotham, who spent almost three 
seasons at St Mary’s, has released his autobiog¬ 
raphy, Rise of the Underdog. Here, in an exclusive 


extract, the former defender talks about his early days at Saints .... 


EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cirencester v Poole Town. 

Continued on facing page 


EVERTON v SAINTS REACTION AND ANALYSIS IN 
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B‘tnnni< 


Saints dressing mom 


Higginbotham 
celebrates a 
Stoke goal 
against for¬ 
mer club 


Saints. 


RIGHT: Danny 
Higginbotham 
celebrates 


netting for 
Saints 


FITNESS FIRST: Danny Higginbotham and David 
Prutton in pre-season training. 


against 

QPR. 




MEDAL OFFER: Francis Benali 


involvement. For the final itself, I was 
a substitute, and there were a few who 
had been at the club for a long time 
who missed out on a spot on the 
bench. Notably, Francis Benali. 

In those circumstances, knowing 
you’ll get a medal come what may, I 
felt like a bit of an imposter. 
Particularly with Franny - I felt like 
I’d taken his place. 

The morning after the game I 
approached him with my medal and 
asked him to please take it -1 said he 
was a legend and deserved it more 
than me. On the pitch, anyone will tell 
you Franny is such a fearsome com¬ 
petitor, he’s an animal, but off the 
pitch he could not be more different. 

I’ve never met a more respectful, 
humble person, and I thought it would 
be right of me to offer - though, know¬ 
ing Franny as I did, I was hardly sur¬ 
prised when he declined. I think that 


the club organised to make sure 
Franny and a couple of others who 
missed out did receive medals and 
rightly so. 

The club released a DVD about that 
season and until now that conversa¬ 
tion between Franny and I had 
remained private from my side. It was 
only on watching that DVD that I saw 
Franny share the story. 

I didn’t do it for the attention; as far 
as I was concerned, I felt like I’d just 
come in and this was the achievement 
of those who’d been at the club for a lot 
longer than I had. 

We’d proved we could mix it with the 
best teams and on another day we 
might have even caused an upset in 
the final. 

People had written us off because 
we’d played Arsenal in one of our last 
league games and been crucified 6-1. 
Strachan rested a lot of players that 


day - I played left back and was up 
against Jermaine Pennant, who 
scored a hat-trick. 

I later linked up with Jermaine when 
he signed for Stoke and I told him, “I 
sorted your career out there mate!” 

The cup final team was much 
stronger and the pressure then was on 
Arsenal - that enabled the lads to give 
a good account of themselves and the 
manager made a couple of big calls. 

First of all he dropped Fabrice 
Fernandes who had been playing 
week in, week out, and played a young 
lad in Chris Baird. 

Sadly, the extra quality that Arsenal 
undoubtedly had told on the day - but 
an extra bonus for us was qualifying 
for Europe due to Arsenal being in the 
Champions League. 

I suppose ‘bonus’ is an apt way to 
describe our last league game of the 
season, which just so happened to be 


the last ever league game at Maine 
Road. 

Southampton had been around 
eighth or ninth position all season but 
three losses out of four games heading 
into the final game put us in 11th. The 
bonuses were set up to be dependent 
on where we finished in the league. 

I came on as we won 1-0 and it moved 
us up three places, above City and into 
eighth. 

Considering how I’d started the sea¬ 
son, in the First Division and a low 
point at Grimsby, to now be part of a 
squad that reached the FA Cup final 
and finished in the top half of the 
Premier League was a definite step 
forward. 

• Danny Higginbotham Rise of 
the Underdog, Trinity Mirror Sport 
Media, RRP £16.99 is on sale now. 
Print and ebook available. 
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From facing page 

PUMA ENGINEERING HPL 

Senior Division (all 6.15pm): Fleetlands v Hamble 
Club, Otterbourne v Colden Common, QK 
Southampton v Winchester Castle. 

Combination: Liss v Headley Utd (7.45pm). 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
John Stimpson Memorial Trophy semi-final: 
Sholing or Dorchester Town v Verwood. 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Moneyfields, 
Wimborne Town v Dorchester (provisional). 

Division One East: Horndean v Newport loW. 
Division One West: Hythe & Dibden v Blackfield & 
Langley, Lymington Town v East Cowes Vies. 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier: Bishopstoke v Nursling (Lapstone). 

Junior 1: Lowford v East Boldre (OasisMay). 
Veterans B: Redbridge OB v royal Mail (RedSch). 
ISLE OF WIGHT LEAGUE 
Division 1: Seaview FC v ECS. 

Division 3: Pan Sports v Seaclose. 

Combination 2: Carisbrooke United v Bembridge. 

Thursday, April 9 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Combination Division: Hedge End Rangers v 
Fleetlands (6.15pm). 

CITY OF SOUTHAMPTON SUNDAY LEAGUE 
Junior Division 1: RS Ocean Village v Titans. 

Junor Division 2: Athletico Tin Hut v Itchen Saints, 
Boyatt Wood Wanderers v Phoenix AFC. 

Junior Division 4: Otter Sunday v Carnival UK. 

Friday, April 10 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Championship: Brighton v Bournemouth, Fulham v 
Wigan. 


Saturday, April 11 

(FL games 3pm ko unless stated otherwise) 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Burnley v Arsenal (5.30pm), SAINTS v Hull, 
Sunderland v Crystal Palace, Swansea v Everton 
(12.45pm), Tottenham Hotspur v Aston Villa, West 
Brom v Leicester, West Ham v Stoke. 

SKY BET FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Championship: Birmingham v Wolverhampton, 
Bolton v Norwich, Derby v Brentford, Ipswich v 
Blackpool, Leeds v Cardiff, Middlesbrough v 
Rotherham, Millwall v Watford, Nottm Forest v 
Huddersfield, Reading v Blackburn, Sheff Wed v 
Charlton. 

League 1: Barnsley v Chesterfield, Coventry v 
Colchester, Crewe v Leyton Orient, Doncaster v 
Rochdale, Gillingham v Bradford, Oldham v Sheff 
Utd, Port Vale v Milton Keynes Dons, Preston v 
Bristol City, Scunthorpe v Crawley Town, Swindon v 
Peterborough, Walsall v Fleetwood Town, Yeovil v 
Notts County. 

League 2: AFC Wimbledon v Oxford Utd , 

Cambridge Utd v Accrington Stanley, Carlisle v Dag 
& Red, Luton v Burton Albion, Morecambe v 
Portsmouth, Newport County v Bury, Plymouth v 
Mansfield, Shrewsbury v Exeter, Southend v 
Tranmere, Stevenage v Northampton, Wycombe v 
Cheltenham, York v Hartlepool. 

BARCLAYS U18 PREMIER LEAGUE 

Group Three: Blackburn U18 v Southampton U18 

(3pm). 

VANARAMA CONFERENCE 
Premier: AFC Telford v Lincoln, Barnet v FC Halifax, 
Braintree v Aldershot, Bristol Rovers v Southport, 
Chester v Dover, Dartford v Nuneaton, Eastleigh v 
Alfreton, Forest Green v Macclesfield, Grimsby v 
Wrexham, Torquay v Altrincham, Welling v 
Kidderminster, Woking v Gateshead. 

South: Bromley v Eastbourne Borough, Ebbsfleet v 
Boreham Wood, Farnborough v Chelmsford, Gosport 
Borough v St Albans, Hayes & Yeading v Bath City, 
Hemel Hempstead v Bishops Stortford, Staines v 
Concord Rangers, Sutton v Basingstoke, Wealdstone 
v Whitehaw, Weston-super-Mare v Maidenhead. 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arlesey v Paulton Rovers, Banbury 
v Weymouth, Bideford v Biggleswade, Burnham v 
Redditch, Chippenham v Cambridge City, Dorchester 
v St Neots, Dunstable v Slough, Histon v Cirencester, 
Hungerford v Chesham, Poole Town v Hitchin, Truro 
v Corby. 

Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve v 
Bashley, Bridgwater v AFC Totton, Cinderford v 
Clevedon, Didcot v Evesham, Larkhall v Tiverton, 
Mangotsfield v Taunton, Sholing v Wantage, 
Shortwood v North Leigh, Stratford v Fleet, 

Wimborne v Swindon Supermarine, Yate v Merthyr 
Town. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v Brockenhurst, 
Alresford v Bemerton HH, Blackfield & Langley v 
Whitchurch, Fawley AFC v Moneyfields, Hamworthy 
Utd v Christchurch, Newport loW v Horndean, 
Petersfield v Lymington Town, Verwood v 
Bournemouth Poppies, Winchester City v Totton & 
Eling. 

Division One: Andover NS v Laverstock & Ford, 

Fleet Spurs v Romsey, New Milton v Cowes Sports, 
US Portsmouth v Hythe & Dibden. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Colden Common v Clanfield, 
Fleetlands v Paulsgrove, Headley Utd v AFC 
Stoneham, Hedge End Rangers v Baffins Milton 
Rovers, Liphook v Hamble Club, Overton v 
Otterbourne, Stockbridge v Liss, Winchester Castle v 
Bush Hill. 

Division One: Andover Lions v Broughton, Infinity v 
Upham, Lyndhurst v Michelmersh &Timsbury, Netley 
Central v Cadnam. 

Combination: AFC Stoneham v Headley Utd, 
Clanfield v Overton, Hamble Club v Fleetlands, Liss v 
Winchester Castle, GK Southampton v Hedge End 
Rangers. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton v Ringwood, 

Bemerton HH v Dorchester Town. 

Division One East: Alton v Newport loW. 

Division One West: Bashley v Hythe & Dibden, 
Downton v Verwood, East Cowes Vies v Fawley AFC. 
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EVERTON v SAINTS 
NOSTALGIA 


March 18, 1967 
Everton 0, Saints 1 

Saints keeper Eric Martin kept a 
clean sheet on his debut and 
Martin Chivers netted a 71st 
minute winner in the club’s first 
ever top flight visit to Goodison 
Park. 

Saints legend Terry Paine was 
almost in trouble when he handed 
a pair of glasses to ref Clive 
Thomas, who initially took the 
gesture as an insult. 

Paine was let off, however, when 
trainer Jimmy Gallagher claimed 
them. 


October 7, 1967 - 
Everton 4 Saints 2 

Saints struck twice late on 
through Jimmy Gabriel, who had 
recently arrived from Everton, 
and Ron Davies. 

But Ted Bates’ men were trailing 
4-0 at the time. 

Ernie Hunt opened the scoring in 
the 19th minute, with future Saint 
Alan Ball and Howard Kendall 
netting in the 50th and 58th min¬ 
utes respectively. 

A Denis Hollywood own goal 
made it 4-0 in the 76th minute. 



December 14, 1968 - 
Everton 1, Saints 0 

Terry Paine’s 500th league 
appearance for Saints was marked 
by defeat, John Hurst scoring after 
33 minutes. 

September 27, 1969 - 
Everton 4 Saints 2 

Saints were again on the wrong 
side of a six goal thriller. 

Teenager Bobby Stokes levelled 
in the 36th minute, after a 13th 
minute opener from future Toffees 
boss Joe Royle. 

Royle scored again in the 68th 
minute, and John Hurst made it 3- 
1 in the 83rd minute. 

After Fred Kemp got Saints 
briefly back in it, Royle completed 
his hat-trick. 

December 12, 1970 - 
Everton 4, Saints 1 

Joe Royle again tormented 
Saints, scoring in the 27th and 75th 
minutes. 

Alan Whittle and John 
Morrissey also scored before Mick 
Channon grabbed a late consola¬ 
tion. 

Continued on facing page 
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IT is sometimes neces¬ 
sary to revisit the past 
in order to shine a 
brighter light on the 
present. 

So it was with the publication this 
week of Saints’ accounts. 

The club announced record rev¬ 
enue of over £100m for the first 
time in their history. 

Almost six years to the day since 
Southampton Leisure Holdings 
PLC went into administration, 
throwing Saints’ future into jeop¬ 
ardy, chief executive Gareth 
Rogers delivered the great news. 

Southampton Football Club had 
raked in £106. lm in the financial 
year ending June 30 2014, with a 
profit of £33.4m. 

That came at the end of Saints’ 
second season back milking Rupert 
Murdock’s cash cow, otherwise 
known as the Barclays Premier 
League. 

That total of £106. lm was over 
£30m up on the previous set of 
accounts, with a brand new lucra¬ 
tive television deal the major rea¬ 
son for the incredibly healthy 
leap. 

Saints had J 
banked £46.9m 
from broadcast- f 
ing income in 
2012/13, but the 
introduction of a 
new deal kicking 
on saw that figure 
jump to £79.4m. 

That is a breath¬ 
taking figure in 
itself. 

Certainly when you consider that 
in the financial year 2008/09, which 
included the parent company’s 
descent into administration, 
Saints’ entire turnover was £8.85m. 

You read that right. 

Eight point eight five million. 

That is all the money 
Southampton FC turned over in 
the season they were relegated into 
the third division of English foot¬ 
ball. 


That was only six years ago, yet 
it now seems a mini-lifetime away. 

In 2009/10, the first year after the 
Markus Liebherr takeover, Saints 
turned over £14.28m. 

Within four years - just four 
years, 48 months - the club had 
gone from banking £14.28m to 
banking £106. lm. 

That is some increase, in just 48 
months. 

In 2009/10, Saints’ first season 
back in the third division since 
1959/60, the club’s broadcasting 






income was 
just £800,000. j 

To repeat, “ 
for the finan¬ 
cial year 2013/14 it was almost 
£80m. 

From £800,000 to EIGHTY MIL¬ 
LION in just four years. 

That is how far Saints have come 
in 48 months. 

Nowadays, Saints - and every 
other Premier League club - bank 
£750,000 EVERY time they appear 
in a live Premier League game. 


WORLD OF DIFFERENCE: Saints in 
Premier League action, main pic¬ 
ture, and third tier action, above 


The club earnt £8.6m from their 
live television facility fees in 
2013/14 - not far short of the club’s 
TOTAL income in 2008/09. 

That £79.4m broadcasting 
income total included over £50m 
from television income alone. 

Saints earnt an equal share of 
£26,295,817 from the new overseas 
television rights deal that started 
at the beginning of 2013/14. 

They also raked in an equal 
share of £21,631,444 from the new 
domestic television rights deal, 


PLOTTING SAINTS’ SEASON SO FAR - SEE PAGES 26-27 
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plus £4,270,850 
from central 
commercial 
income. 

That is untold 
riches compared to the clubs in the 
Football League. 

As from the start of last season, 
2013/14, Championship clubs earnt 
around £2.3m each in broadcasting 
revenue. 

When Saints were last in the sec¬ 
ond tier, in 2011/12, they banked 
£5.6m in broadcasting income. 


From 
the start of 
the 2013/14 sea¬ 
son, League 1 clubs received 
around £350,000 and League 2 
clubs £240,000. 

Three League 2 clubs’ total 
broadcasting income is less than 
what Southampton and their 19 
Premier League rivals bank just 
by being shown in one live league 
game (£720,000 compared to 
£750,000). 


Premier League clubs will 
counter that by saying millions of 
people around the globe want to 
watch their league, and they are 
right. 

Not only are the top flight clubs 
coining it in more than ever. 

So are the clubs that are relegat¬ 
ed from the Premier League these 
days. 

The three who went down last 
season - Cardiff, Norwich and 
Fulham -were entitled to £60m in 
parachute payments spread over 


four years. 

That compares to the £13m - in 
the shape of two £6.5m payments - 
that Saints received after drop¬ 
ping out of the Premier League at 
the end of 2004/05. 

The current financial landscape 
in the top flight is a world away 
from how it looked when the 
Premier League came into being 
in the summer of 1992. 

In 1992/93, the first season of the 
rebranded top division, champi¬ 
ons Manchester United’s prize 
money paycheque was just 
£815,210. 

That compares to the £1.2m 
Cardiff banked from finishing bot¬ 
tom, rather than top, last season. 

Saints earnt £16. lm as a result of 
finishing eighth last term, which 
compares nicely with the £9.7m 
champions Chelsea banked from 
coming first in 2005/06. 

Manchester City earnt £24.7m as 
a result of winning the 2013/14 
Premier League, and £96.5m in 
total from broadcasting revenue. 
Three years earlier, champi¬ 
ons Manchester United 
banked £60.4m. 

That’s a £36.lm increase in 
| the space of just 36 months. 

Saints recorded a profit of 
£33.4m on ordinary activities 
after tax for the year ending 
June 30, 2014. 

That was compared to the 
£6.5m loss displayed in 
2012/13. 

In fact, it was the first prof¬ 
it the club have recorded 
since the Liebherr takeover 
in July 2009. 

These were the losses 
recorded in the first four 
financial years post-admin¬ 
istration: 

2009/10 £7.7m loss. 


2010/11 £11.5m loss. 

2011/12 £11.9m loss. 

2012/13 £6.5m loss. 

In 2011/12, Saints actually paid 
out more in wages than came into 
the club coffers. 

Wage to turnover ratio was 102 
per cent in that season, after the 
removal of exceptional bonuses. 

That figure was brought down to 
65 per cent in 2012/13, and reduced 
still further to 59.3 per cent in 
2013/14. 

That latest improvement actual¬ 
ly occurred alongside a significant 
investment in staffing, with num¬ 
bers growing from 230 to 282, 
along with approximately 585 tem¬ 
porary workers on matchdays. 

continued on page 14 
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From facing page 


November 20, 1971 - 
Everton 8 Saints 0 

By now, Saints’ fans were really 
sick of the sight of Joe Royle. 

He netted four times as Saints 
were thrashed at Goodison Park. 

He struck in the 15th, 40th, 62nd 
and 72nd minutes. 

David Johnson also scored a hat- 
trick, his goals coming in the 13th, 
28th and 86th minutes, as Eric 
Martin endured a slightly differ¬ 
ent afternoon to the one he had 
enjoyed on his debut. 

Alan Ball also scored on the 
stroke of half-time as Saints went 
in 5-0 down, 

September 16, 1972 - 
Everton 0 Saints 1 

Saints ended their miserable run 
at Goodison, Ron Davies heading 
the only goal two minutes from 
time. 



April 27, 1974 - 
Everton 0 Saints 3 

Saints ended their eight-year life 
in the top flight with victory - but 
it was all in vain as Birmingham 
beat Norwich to send Lawrie 
McMenemy’s side down. 

Saints were 2-0 up at half-time 
through Peter Osgood on 17 min¬ 
utes and Mick Channon on 41. 

A 25-yard screamer from Brian 
O’Neil on 71 minutes completed 
the hollow victory. 

October 7, 1978 - 
Everton 0 Saints 0 

Keeper Terry Gennoe saved a 
penalty from Andy King to earn 
Saints a point. 

April 26, 1980 - 
Everton 2 Saints 0 

This time it was Saints’ turn to 
waste a penalty, with Mick 
Channon’s first-half miss proving 
crucial. 

Garry Stanley and John Gidman, 
on 65 and 72 minutes respectively, 
gave the hosts both points. 

October 4, 1980 - 
Everton 2 Saints 1 

Joe McBride struck twice, 
including a winner nine minutes 
from time, after Mick Channon 
had thrust Saints into a sixth 
minute lead. 


Continued on page 14 
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From page 13 


January 19, 1982 - 
Everton 1 Saints 1 

In a season which saw Saints 
finish just two points above 
Everton, honours were even. 

Everton went ahead in the 
fourth minute through future 
Saint Kevin Richardson. 

Saints had to wait until two 
minutes from time for Steve 
Moran’s equaliser. 

March 15, 1983 - 
Everton 2 Saints 0 

Adrian Heath and Kevin 
Sheedy scored in the 49th and 
65th minutes. 

March 31, 1984 - 
Everton 1 Saints 0 

Lawrie McMenemy’s decision 
to rest key players ahead of an 
FA Cup semi-final against the 
same opponents proved costly. 

A goal from Andy Gray in the 
40th minute provided a portent 
of what was to come in that show¬ 
piece game at Highbury. 

Dennis Rofe earned a final 
appearance in a game played 
early due to the Grand National 
taking place in the afternoon. 



STEVE MORAN 


September 22, 1984 - 
Everton 2 Saints 2 

Saints fell two goals down 
inside the first nine minutes 
against the eventual champions. 

Derek Mountfield struck in the 
very first minute before Graeme 
Sharp doubled the lead. 

Steve Moran reduced the 
arrears on 39 minutes and con¬ 
verted a spot-kick leveller in the 
53rd minute. 

May 3, 1986- 
Everton 6 Saints 1 

Gary Lineker belted a hat-trick 
as Everton romped to victory in 
this late-season encounter. 

The England ace struck in the 
30th, 35th and 64th minutes, with 
Derek Mountfield (9th), Trevor 
Steven (29th) and Graeme Sharp 
(51st) piling on the agony. 

Dave Puckett provided a 59th 
minute consolation. 

March 14, 1987 - 
Everton 3 Saints 0 

Saints were 2-0 down inside 15 
minutes as Everton took another 
step towards their second title in 
three seasons. 

Continued on facing page 
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from the « 
fact that 
there is a ' 

significant 
debt sitting ') ^ 
on the club, 
because of “ 
what’s been built 
and the past deci¬ 
sions the club has 
made.” 

Those are not the 
sort of words to get 
supporters expecting 
a summer of big 
money signings over¬ 
ly excited. 

But Rogers’ words 
are certainly wise i 
ones, and it is hard i 
to believe that many U 


Saints’ total group wage bill, 
including players, was £55.2m, 
up from £41.4m. 

The total wage bill in 2011/12 
was £28.7m. 

That means the wagebill had 
soared by almost 100 per cent in 
just two years, rising £26.5m mil¬ 
lion following two seasons in the 
Premier League. 

For comparison purposes, the 
wage bill in 2008/09 was £11.448m 
and £12.279m in the first post- 
Liebherr takeover season of 
2009/10. 

It is also fascinating to look at 
the riches available in the 
Premier League these days com¬ 
pared to the early seasons. 

In 1992/93, the first year of the 
Premier League, Saints’ entire 
turnover was £9.492m. 

Less than they paid for Shane 
Long, or Sadio Mane, or Dusan 
Tadic, or Fraser Forster, or Ryan 
Bertrand. 

In 1993/94, the second Premier 
League season, Saints’ revenue 
actually went down. 

Amazing to think, but the club 
only turned over £7.240m in the 
campaign which saw manager 
Ian Branfoot sacked and Alan 
Ball installed as his replacement. 

Saints’ turnover was up to 
£10.057m in 1994/95, but it was 
back down to under £8.1m in 
1995/96. 

The first time Saints turned 
over £20m - less than a fifth of 
their total income in 2013/14 - 
was in 1999/2000. 

The move to St Mary’s unsur¬ 
prisingly had a big impact on 
income in 2001/02, the club’s first 
post-Dell season. 

Turnover that season was 
£38.5m, compared to just under 
£29.lm in 2000/01. 

Reaching the FA Cup final in 
2002/03, as well as a then club 
record eighth placed finish in the 
Premier League, saw income 
rocket to £48.875m. 

The following year, 2003/04, 
saw another club record set of 
accounts with £49.83m banked. 

From that high, though, came 
the lows. 

Or the Lowes, as chairman 
Rupert Lowe oversaw a horren¬ 
dous relegation in 2004/05 that 
obviously hit finances hard. 

Saints turned over just under 
£40m in 2004/05, but the follow¬ 
ing year - their first in the 
Championship - income was 
down to £20.5m. 

The turnover was almost 
halved in the space of 12 months. 

That was the costly impact of 
relegation in the mid-noughties. 

From there, income dipped 
again to £14.9m in 2007/08 before 


diving to under £9m the follow¬ 
ing year. 

Though the £33.4m profit is 
obviously great news, Saints 
have been keen to issue some 
warning signals to supporters. 

The message certainly seems 
to be that the club won’t be 
splashing out millions of pounds 
on new players if they haven’t 
got the money to do so. 

There is still a large debt to 
owner Katharina Liebherr, 
while millions more still needs 
to be spent on the revamping of 
the club’s Staplewood training 
ground. 

In terms of the cost of the train¬ 
ing ground, Saints have now 
spent in excess of £25m, with the 
final figure expected to amount 


to about £38m when all phases 
are complete. 

“We’re working hard to get 
robust, good quality, key perfor¬ 
mance indicators, such as wages 
ratio, such as turnover, such as 
growth in commercial assets and 
commercial revenues in order to 
set that business up for the 
future and create what we 
believe is a sustainable business 
model, said chief executive 
Gareth Rogers. 

“That’s the way the club has to 
operate and needs to operate in 
order to compete going forward. 

There are areas that the club 
have identified as still being in 
need of significant improvement, 
however. 

“What we can’t do is shy away 
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about the £50m mark. 

That is a lot of money indeed, 
and answers the critics who 
thought she would be quick to 
sell following Nicola Cortese’s 
departure in January 2014. 

At the time, some national 
newspapers were adamant 
Liebherr wanted to sell. 

And even some sections of the 
Saints support thought that was 
her ultimate aim as the likes of 
Lambert, Lallana, Shaw, Lovren 
and Chambers were sold last 
summer. 

But Liebherr did not sell, and 
does not look likely to sell either. 

Instead, she continues to show 
the sort of commitment that 
would no doubt make her father 
proud. 

“When we talk about that debt 
that we had, there was an oppor¬ 
tunity in the summer for the 
owner to turn round and say 
‘You’ve made that significant 
profit, you’ve made all this cash, 
I want to clear my debt out and 
move it out the business,’ but 
actually she did the opposite,” 
reported Rogers. 

“She put an additional £20m in 
to cover legacy issues, to create 
the debt you see in the year-end 
accounts. 

“In addition, she allowed us to 
invest all of those funds in order 
to be able to strengthen the team 
and to put us in the position that 
we are today. 

“It shows that commitment 
Katharina has to the club.” 

That should be music to the 
ears of all Saints fans. 

This coming summer promises 
to be another fascinating one at 
St Mary’s, though in fairness we 
say that most years. 

It could well be the club fail to 
hold onto star names like 
Morgan Schneiderlin and 
Nathaniel Clyne. 

Perhaps those two will follow 
the men who left last summer 
and join ‘bigger’ clubs, who can 
offer them larger salaries than 
Saints can. 

But last summer showed that 
the current Saints board are able 
to extract large transfer fees 
from clubs wanting their crown 
jewels. 

And if those players are sold, 
expect Saints to cash in big time 
on two men who cost them under 
£4m combined. 

Last summer also showed that 
Saints ploughed back most of 
their transfer monies into buy¬ 
ing new players, and we can 
expect to see that happen again 
surely if the need arises. 

The bottom line at the moment 
appears to be this: 

Events since the end of last sea¬ 
son have shown fans that the 
current owner and her board can 
be trusted to make good deci¬ 
sions. 

That should mean a lot to 
everyone who holds the best 
interests of Southampton 
Football Club at heart. 


STAR NAME: Nathaniel Clyne (below) has 
become a much sought-after player 


fans would want the club 
to embark on a risky 
spending spree they can¬ 
not afford. 

Most supporters can 
easily remember the last 
time Saints spent more than 
they were bringing in, and it 
ended with the club in adminis¬ 
tration and the third tier. 

“We have to have some strong 
disciplines, we have to have 
some strong governance and 
strong management leadership 
in order to bring that debt down 
over the forthcoming years, 
because we don’t want to be car- 
this type of debt,” Rogers 
aid. 

“It has to be controlled and it 
has to be looked after as we go 


into the future. 

“We talk an awful lot about 
sustainability. Well, sustainabil¬ 
ity is about being here in 15, 20, 
30, 40 years time and managing 
that debt is part of that.” 

Owner Liebherr injected a 
£14.7m loan during the year, 
while there is also a £14.5m loan, 
which she has secured against 
her estate and not the club. 

The loan taken out in 
September 2012 from the Vibrac 
company stood at £19m in the 
accounts, but since June 30 last 
year Liebherr has contributed a 
further £20m loan herself that 
will replace that and be used to 
fund previous player trading 
and capital spending. 

That takes her overall spend to 


DON’T LOSE THE PLOT OF CHERRIES’ RACE - SEE PAGES 28-29 



From facing page 


A 12th minute Mark Wright own 
goal was followed quickly by a Paul 
Power goal. 

Dave Watson completed the scor¬ 
ing in the second period. 


February 27, 1988 - 
Everton 1 Saints 0 

Paul Power netted again, this 
time in the fourth minute. 

October 8, 1988 - 
Everton 4 Saints 1 

Francis Benali made only his sec¬ 
ond Saints appearance as Saints 
lost at Goodison Park again. 

Danny Wallace had put the visi¬ 
tors into a fourth minute lead, but 
the hosts hit back through Tony 
Cottee (2), Dave Watson and Trevor 
Steven. 


August 26, 1989 - 
Everton 3 Saints 0 

The hosts won with goals from 
Norman Whiteside and Mike 
Newell in the first half and Stuart 
McCall a minute into the second 
period. 



GLENN COCKERILL 


September 29, 1990 - 
Everton 3 Saints 0 

Tony Cottee scored another brace 
against Saints and John Ebbrell 
was also on target. 

April 1, 1992 - 
Everton 0 Saints 1 

Glenn Cockerill headed in a 
Michael Gilkes cross on 24 minutes 
for the only goal of the game. 

December 19, 1992 - Everton 
1 Saints 2 

Matt Le Tissier pounced on a rare 
Neville Southall error to give 
Saints a fifth minute lead, the 
Welshman having thrown the ball 
straight to him. 

However, Peter Beardsley and 
former Saint Paul Rideout scored 
in the 10th and 36th minutes. 

December 4, 1993 - 
Everton 1 Saints 0 

Tony Cottee struck the only goal 
on 36 minutes to push Ian Branfoot 
ever nearer the sack. 

May 6, 1995 - 
Everton 0 Saints 0 

Unusually, Saints weren’t in a 
relegation dogfight by the time this 
May fixture came around. 

Instead, a scrappy 0-0 draw was 
basically inconsequential as Alan 
Ball’s men earned a top half finish. 

Matt Oakley, aged just 17, made 
his debut as a sub. 

Continued on page 16 
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From page 15 

August 26, 1995 - 
Everton 2 Saints 0 

Saints fell to an early-season 
defeat due to goals from Anders 
Limpar (35th minute) and Daniel 
Amokachi (43rd). 

November 16, 1996 - 
Everton 7 Saints 1 

Former Liverpool skipper 
Graeme Souness’ return to 
Merseyside was a nightmare one. 

Saints were handed a thrashing 
by a Toffees side managed by for¬ 
mer nemesis Joe Royle. 

The late Gary Speed scoredthe 
only hat-trick of his professional 
career, beating Chris Woods in 
the 29th, 30th and 71st minutes. 

Future Saint Andrei 

Kanchelskis scored on 21 and 35 
minutes, with Graham Stuart and 
Nicky Barmby also netting. 

Egil Ostenstad grabbed a conso¬ 
lation. 



MATT LE TISSIER 


November 2, 1997 - 
Everton 0 Saints 2 

The last time Saints won at 
Goodison Park. 

Matt Le Tissier opened the scor¬ 
ing after 23 minutes, with Kevin 
Davies adding a superb solo goal 
in the 54th minute. 

December 12, 1998 - 
Everton 1 Saints 0 

Ibrahima Bakayoko netted the 
only goal in the first half. 

August 21, 1999 - 
Everton 4 Saints 1 

Kevin Davies returned to the 
side after an ill-fated spell at 
Blackburn, but was unable to help 
Saints avoid another Goodison 
Park thrashing. 

Richard Gough (36th minute), 
Francis Jeffers (48th) and Kevin 
Campbell (54th) joined on the 
scoresheet by a Claus Lundekvam 
(47th) own goal, before Marian 
Pahars replied late on. 

October 14, 2000 - 
Everton 1 Saints 1 

Jason Dodd fired Saints ahead in 
the 75th minute from 25 yards, but 
Michael Ball levelled from the 
spot five minutes later. 

Continued on facing page 
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: Southampton’s Ryan Bertrand celebrates with 
tfhes Ward-Prowse and Nathaniel Clyne 


BURNLEY possessed the most 
English starting XI of any 
Premier League team in the 
last round of games. 

Seven players in Sean Dyche’s 
team that lost 2-0 at St Mary’s are 
eligible to play for Roy Hodgson's 
men. 

Tom Heaton, Ben Mee, Jason 
Shackell, Kieran Trippier, Ashley 
Barnes, David Jones and Danny 
Ings meet the criteria for selec¬ 
tion. 

None of the XI who played 
against Saints on Saturday, 
March 21 were drawn from out¬ 
side the United Kingdom. 

However, none of that English 
contingent have yet featured in 
one of Hodgson’s senior squads. 

The pool of English talent has 
again been in the spotlight over 
the last fortnight with Football 
Association chairman Greg Dyke 
announcing changes to the work 
permit system and proposals to 
increase the number of home¬ 
grown players in Premier League 
squads, all with a view to boosting 
England's performance at major 
tournaments. 

New senior England interna¬ 
tional Harry Kane - held up by 
Dyke as the sort of talent whose 
development must not be stifled 
by foreign imports - heads a six- 
strong group who featured for 
Tottenham against Leicester. 

That sextet includes fellow new 
call-up Ryan Mason, while five of 
the Manchester United team 
which won at Liverpool were 
England internationals. 

At the bottom end of the chart 
are the leading two teams in the 
Premier League, Chelsea and 
Manchester City. 

Central defensive pair Gary 
Cahill and John Terry were part 
of Jose Mourinho's defence as 
they won 3-2 at Hull - another 
team with just two England-quali¬ 
fied starters - while Manchester 
City had only Joe Hart and retired 
England midfielder Frank 
Lampard in their XI. 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger has been credited for 
adding a greater English element 
to his side in recent years. 

But the team which won at 
Newcastle featured only two who 
would qualify - former Saints 
defender Calum Chambers and 
Danny Welbeck. 


ISH 


Overall, only 81 of the 220 
Premier League starters in the 
last round of matches were eligi¬ 
ble for England selection - a fairly 
pitiful 36.8 per cent. 

In the English Championship, 
the most ‘English’ teams were 
Blackburn and Huddersfield with 
nine, with a few caveats. 

Huddersfield duo Sean Scannell 
and Joel Lynch both appear to 
have nailed their colours to the 
masts of the Republic of Ireland 
and Wales respectively. 

Yet neither has made a senior 
competitive appearance yet so are 
still technically eligible for 
England. 

Adam Henley is still England- 
qualified for Blackburn after he 
was an unused substitute in 
Wales’ Euro 2016 qualifier in 
Israel. 


Until Matt Ritchie featured for 
Scotland against Gibraltar last 
weekend, Bournemouth also had 
nine. 

The Cherries' Republic of 
Ireland call-up Harry Arter is still 
England-qualified as he did not 
feature for the Irish against 
Poland. 

The percentage of England- 
qualified players starting in the 
Championship was 57.2 per cent, 
rising to 76.1 per cent in League 
One and 86.0 per cent in League 
Two. 

Five teams in League One - 
Bristol City, Chesterfield, 
Colchester, Crewe and Rochdale - 
were just one player shy of an 
entirely England-qualified XI. 

You had to go down to League 
Two to find a fully England-quali¬ 
fied XI, with AFC Wimbledon, 


Hartlepool and 
Southend flying 
the flag. 

Southend's Adam 
Thompson has won 
two caps for Northern 
Ireland, but both came in 
the 2011 Nations Cup which 
does not classify as an official * 
competition under FIFA regu¬ 
lations. 

So he technically remains 
eligible for England. 

How ‘English’ is your 
Premier League club? 

(Stats taken from the round 
of games covering March 21- 
22-23) 


ARSENAL - 2 (Chambers, Welbeck). 
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Subs Not Used: 
Walcott, Gibbs 


LIVERPOOL - 4 (Henderson, Lallana, 
Sterling, Sturridge. 

Subs Used: Gerrard) 

Not Used: Johnson, Lambert. 


CHELSEA - 2 (Terry, Cahill. 
Subs Not Used: Loftus-Cheek. 


ASTON VILLA - 4 

(Cleverley, 
Sinclair, Delph, 
Agbonlahor). 

I Subs Used: 

Westwood. 

► Not Used: 

Kinsella. 


CRYSTAL PALACE - 5 (Ward, Dann, 
Zaha, Puncheon, Murray). 

Subs Used: Kelly, Gayle. 

Not Used: 0 


MANCHESTER CITY 

Lampard. 

Subs Used: Milner. 


EVERTON - 5 (Baines, Jagielka, 
Stones, Osman, Lennon). 

Subs Used: Barkley 

Not Used: Browning, Garbutt. 

HULL CITY - 2 (Livermore, Dawson). 
Subs Not Used: Harper, Rosenior, 
Davies. 


MANCHESTER UNITED - 5 (Jones, 
Smalling, Carrick, Young, 
Rooney.) 


m) BURNLEY - 7 

W (Heaton, 

A T r i p p i e r , 
yf/Shackell, 
-* f Barnes, Mee, 
Jones, Ings. 

/* Subs Used: 
y S o r d e 1 1 , 
' Jutkiewicz. 

Not Used: Rightly, 


Newcastle - 4 (Taylor, 

Williamson, Colback, Ameobi). 
Subs Used: Armstrong. 

Not Used: Elliot.) 


QUEENS PARK RANGERS - 6 (Green, 
Caulker, Phillips, Barton, Austin, 
Zamora). 

Subs Used: Henry. 


LEICESTER CITY - 4 (Upson, James, 
Vardy, Nugent). 

Not Used: Konchesky, 

Drinkwater. 




Hill.) 


STOKE CITY - 2 (Shawcross, 
Crouch). 

Not Used: Butland, Sidwell.) 


SUNDERLAND - 4 (Brown, Rodwell, 
Wickham, Defoe. 

Subs Used: Graham, Johnson. 

Not Used: Watmore, Jones.) 


SWANSEA CITY - 4 (Naughton, 
Shelvey, Routledge, Cork). 

Subs Used: Dyer.) 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 6 (Walker, 
Rose, Townsend, Dier, Mason, 
Kane) 


WEST BROMWICH ALBION - 4 

(Dawson, Berahino, Garderner, 
Lescott. 

Not Used: Rose, Wisdom.) 


WEST HAM UNTED - 6 (Cresswell, 
Jenkinson, Nolan, Jarvis, 
Downing, Noble). 

Subs Used: Cole.) 


SAINTS - 3 (Forster, Clyne, 
Bertrand). 

Subs Used: Davis. 

Not Used: Ward-Prowse) 


Saints’ starting XI 


Forster . 

Clyne . 

Alderweireld .. 

Fonte . 

Bertrand . 

Schneiderlin . 

S. Davis . 

Mane . 

Tadic . 

Long . 

Pelle. 


.English 

.English 

.Belgian 

.Portugese 

.English 

.French 

Northern Irish 

. Senegal 

. Serbian 

.Irish 

.Italian 


Substitutes 


K. Davis .English 

Yoshida .Japanese 

Gardos .Romanian 

Wanyama .Kenyan 

Djuricic.Serbian 

Ward-Prowse .English 

Elia .Dutch 


In all, Ronald Koeman picked 13 
different nationalities in his 
matchday squad of 18. 

5/18 English 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

AFC BOURNEMOUTH - 8 (Francis, 
Cook, Elphick, Daniels, Surman, 
Arter, Pugh, Wilson). 

Subs Used: Smith 
Not Used: Ward 


COLLEGES FOOTBALL - SEE PAGE 33 


Down 
Memory 
Dan 


Rm . 


* 

• -* * 



From facing page 

December 2, 2001 - 
Everton 2 Saints 0 

Tomasz Radzinski and Mark 
Pembridge scored in the second 
half as Saints slumped to a 10th 
league defeat in 14 outings. 

February 22, 2003 - 
Everton 2 Saints 1 

Tomasz Radzinski scored 
twice in the final seven minutes 
after James Beattie had fired 
Saints into a half-time lead. 

October 19, 2003 - 
Everton 0 Saints 0 

October 16th, 2004 - 
Everton 1 Saints 0 

Leon Osman snatched a late 
win for Everton when he scored 
in the 88th minute against Steve 
Wigley’s strugglers. 

An inexperienced Saints front¬ 
line of Leon Best and Dexter 
Blackstock was unable to trou¬ 
ble the home defence. 

Everton ended up qualifying 
for the Champions League, 
while Saints finished rock bot¬ 
tom. 



GOAL: Gaston Ramirez 
scores at Everton in 2013 


September 29, 2012 - 
Everton 3 Saints 1 

Then record signing Gaston 
Ramirez scored his first goal for 
Saints in the sixth minute. 

Everton led 3-1 at half-time, 
though, through Leon Osman’s 
leveller and a Nikica Jelavic 
brace. 

December 29, 2013 - 
Everton 2 Saints 1 

For the second season run¬ 
ning, Gaston Ramirez was on 
target at Goodison Parkl. 

And for the second season run¬ 
ning, Saints were beaten. 

Seamus Coleman put the hosts 
ahead in the ninth minute and, 
after Ramirez had levelled on 71 
minutes, Romelu Lukaku plun¬ 
dered a winner three minutes 
later. 
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J if J and football knowledge and is competitor whose cross is nearest 

A m ^ I open to readers of the to the centre of the ball when there 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 


£31 


£ 1.000 


nearest 

miss 

prize... 


uni 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number SI 2 


JACKPOT WINNER no 


WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs S Meehan, Bournemouth, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


M Barker, Southampton, Hants 
B Bartlett, Southampton, Hants 
M Coleman, Southampton, Hants 
S Crook, North Baddesley, Hants 
I Dowse, Salisbury, Wilts 
S Dupont, Romsey, Hants 
E Gibson, Southampton, Hants 
S Goddard, Southampton, Hants 
K Harnett, Southampton, Hants 
S Harris, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


B Harrison, Southampton, Hants 
J Holloway, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
K Jennings, Southampton, Hants 
R Lang, Southampton, Hants 
W McDonald, Southampton, Hants 
K Murphy, Southampton, Hants 
D Noke, Southampton, Hants 
F Sheppard, Southampton, Hants 
M Sibley, Southampton, Hants 
R Travers, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

T,TLE □ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 


4 April, 2015 please cross box 


□ CROSSES 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


n 125 _ 

□ crosses! 


newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


□ 


□ 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 

L On 

□ 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered"? 

□ YES □ NO 


□ 


200 
CROSSESI 

325 | 
CROSSESI 

450 
CROSSESI 


a 


Please complete 
entry form and send 
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Newspaper 
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Cheques payable to 
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Non-league Action 



PLAY-OFF SETBACK 


Spitfires 
beaten 
at home 



THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY: Craig McAllister, left, rues a miss for Eastleigh. 

Daily Echo picture by Chris Moorhouse Order no: 34525771 


EASTLEIGH were left to rue 
one costly error as their 
play-off bid faltered with a 
1-0 home defeat to Dover 
Athletic. 

Results elsewhere meant the 
seventh-placed Spitfires still 
have all to play for in their last 
five Vanarama Conference 
games but they will be gutted 
that, having played so well, they 
were undone by a Sean Raggett 
header with 20 minutes to play. 

The Spitfires with the same 
starting line-up from last week’s 
Gateshead victory, and Jai 
Reason - back from a two match 
ban - had to settle for a place on 
the bench. 

With manager Richard Hill 
starting a two-match touchline 
ban, it was his player/assistant 
Craig McAllister who had the 
first sight of goal, turning 
sharply and volleying just wide 
in the third minute. 

Apart from one slightly 
uncomfortable moment when 
Dover’s Ricky Modeste whipped 
the ball off the toe of Spitfires 
keeper Dean Beckwith as he 
attempted to control it to the 
right of Ross Flitney’s goal, the 
early stress was all Eastleigh’s 
with the Whites defence having 
to work overtime to keep them 
at bay. 

Michael Green went on a surg¬ 
ing run down the left and, when 
he ran into traffic, Brian 
Howard thumped a hopeful shot 
wide. 

Ben Strevens was unlucky not 
to get a clean connection to Will 
Evans’ delivery to the back 
stick, before neat interplay 
between McAllister and James 
Constable resulted in the ball 
being scrambled behind for a 
corner. 

With the Spitfires swarming all 
round the visitors, Howard ran 
into a pocket of space and 
unleashed a low, left-foot drive 
which keeper Mitch Walker was 
comfortably behind. 

The visitors were pacy on the 
break, but produced nothing to 
unduly trouble the Spitfires who 
were creeping ever closer to 
scoring. 
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First McAllister was blocked 
out at point-blank range after a 
sweet passing move involving 
Howard, Harry Pell and Jack 
Midson, and then Midson sup¬ 
plied another killer pass to Pell 
who shot wildly over. 

McAllister was in inspired 
form for the Spitfires and it was 
his astute pass that set up the 
best chance to date for 
Constable, who cleverly brought 
the ball down between two 
defenders and flashed a shot 
inches wide of Walker’s right 
post. 

Dover’s best phase of passing 
football presented a half chance 
to Stefan Payne, but he caught 
his shot all wrong and launched 
it well over. 

Strevens bent a free-kick nar¬ 
rowly off target for Eastleigh 
before there was another slight 
scare in their own area when 
Flitney spilled Modeste’s shot, 
but there were plenty of defend¬ 
ers on hand to clear. 

Two excellent Spitfires 
chances followed in the space of 
as many minutes. 

First Constable was denied by 
Walker inside the six-yard box 
and then the Dover stopper was 
in the way again after Howard 


had picked out McAllister with a 
searching ball from the left, 
leaving Eastleigh with nothing 
to show for their first-half supe¬ 
riority. 

Playing with a brisk wind 
behind them, the visitors carved 
out the first opening of the sec¬ 
ond period but Solomon Taiwo’s 
ballooned effort over wasted all 
Payne’s hard work in setting up 
the chance. 

Eastleigh responded with a 
couple of penalty shouts. 

Overlapping full-back Evans 
quickly got back on with things 
after stumbling over Tyrone 
Sterling just inside the right of 
the area, but Pell put up more of 
an argument as he hit the deck 
claiming a shove by Tom 
Murphy. 

The supporters packed behind 
the clubhouse goal then 
appealed in unison for handball 
against Dover’s Richard Orlu as 
Constable looked to get on the 
end of Jamie Turley’s long ball 
forward, but again there was 
nothing doing from referee 
David Rock. 

Payne drove a rare Dover 
effort across the face of the 
Eastleigh goal before Modeste 
hung-up a hopeful ball from dis¬ 
tance which Flitney dealt with 
well in an awkward breeze. 

By then the Spitfires had 
replaced Midson with Reason 
and it was from the substitute’s 


pass that Constable so nearly 
opened the scoring, driving 
down the right side of the area 
and cannoning a shot off the bar. 

But, against all odds, the 
breakthrough came at the other 
end as Dover stole the lead on 71 
minutes. 

Eastleigh were preparing to 
bring on Dan Walker for Howard 
when the visitors earned them¬ 
selves a corner on the left. 

Taiwo delivered and Eastleigh 
were left kicking themselves as 
tall defender Sean RAGGETT 
got in with a free header. 

In response Eastleigh threat¬ 
ened from a corner of their own, 
but the unlucky Constable 
steered his shot wide after sub 
Walker had found him on the left 
of the area. 

Reason then threaded the ball 
through to Strevens, but he too 
was shut out by the hard work¬ 
ing Dover defence as the 
Spitfires desperately tried to 
claw their way back. 

With just ten minutes to save 
themselves, Eastleigh lost Green 
injured and threw on Joe 
Partington at left-back. 

The announcement of five min¬ 
utes of added time gave the 
Spitfires hope, but it was all very 
rushed as the seconds ticked 
down and their last chance dis¬ 
appeared when Reason snatched 
at his shot and sent a tame effort 
straight at Walker. 


Cental command: 
Netley blow tide 
race wide open 


NETLEY Central Sports blew 
the Hampshire Premier 
League Division One title 
wide open by inflicting 
league leaders Infinity’s third 
defeat all season in a 4-2 
victory at Station Road Rec. 

By defeating Infinity, sec¬ 
ond-placed Netley have 
done the double over their 
title rivals and, with just two 
games to play, reduced the 
gap at the top of the division 
to just one point, giving them 
a chance of taking the crown 
if Infinity slip up in their 
remaining games, writes 
PETER HOWARD. 

Rich Adames gave Infinity 
the lead after just 24 minutes. 

But Mick Mullens struck 
his first of the day to level it 
just a minute later, before 
Tommy Stringer made it 2-1 
to the visitors at the break. 

Danny Hodnitt equalised 
ten minutes into the second 
period and, with just 20 min¬ 
utes left, Mullens notched 
what could turn out to be a 
season changing winner for 
Netley. 

Matt Camfield then buried 
the match late on with a well 
taken lob. 

With so much riding on 
this game both teams were 
pumped up. 

Netley came out of the 
traps quickly and produced 
the best of the early 
chances. 

Pacy striker Marc Harnett 
zipped onto a couple of long 
balls forward, but put one 
attempt went wide and 
another landed in the arms 
of visiting stopper Lee 
Knowlton. 

Although Netley produced 
those efforts, it was Infinity 
that maintained spells of 
pressure, with Sports 
attempting to hit their oppo¬ 
nents on the break. 

And soon after Stringer 
had rasped a shot just over 
the bar from the edge of the 
box, the league leaders were 
ahead. 

Wade Wilson drove deep 
into Netley territory before 
slotting a neat through ball 
to Adames on the right of 
the box. 

The frontman set himself 
before side footing under 
keeper James Besbury for 
1 - 0 . 

Infinity were still giving 
themselves a hearty pat on 
the back when, just seconds 
after they had taken the lead, 
Netley levelled. 


Keeper Knowlton had a 
nightmare as he failed to 
clear after he’d rushed out¬ 
side of his area. 

He gifted the ball to 
Mullens and the striker 
would have been silly not 
attempt to shoot at the open 
goal, even if it was some dis¬ 
tance away. 

His attempt was excellently 
taken as it sailed into the 
roof of the net from all of 40 
yards. 

Besbury, the Central 
Sports custodian, then gave 
a nod to his opposite num¬ 
ber Knowlton as he had a 
moment of madness himself 
that resulted in Infinity retak¬ 
ing the lead on 35 minutes. 

It took an audacious lob 
from Stringer to lift the ball 
over the goalkeeper, who 
had come to the edge of his 
area. 

Netley, however, weren’t 
willing to simply hand their 
title rivals the crown. 

They came out after the 
interval the hungrier of the 
two sides. 

Infinity didn’t have a sniff 
at goal until Wilson thun¬ 
dered an effort from 20 
yards narrowly over the bar 
on the hour mark. 

Prior to that it was all 
Netley and, after having one 
attempt from a corner 
cleared from the line, they 
got the leveller. 

Mark Watts’ corner was 
delivered right into the six 
yard box. 

It was that accurate deliv¬ 
ery that found Hodnitt, who 
rose highest and held off 
interest from keeper 
Knowlton, to glance a head¬ 
er home. 

Infinity picked themselves 
up and forced Besbury into a 
couple of decent saves. 

Adames found himself in a 
great position to net his sec¬ 
ond, but he blasted over 
from the left of the box. 

With little more than 20 
minutes left Netley mustered 
what could be the biggest 
goal of their season. 

Camfield, the right winger, 
zipped down the wing before 
crossing. 

His ball into the box was 
met powerfully by Mullens, 
who planted a header home. 

As Infinity searched for a 
third, Netley attacked on the 
break with the ball eventually 
finding Camfield, who 
lobbed with aplomb over 
Knowlton. 
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Sports boss 
has praise 
for ref’s job 

PARK Gate referee Tom Moisey 
received high praise for a job 
well done last Saturday. 

By his own admission, Folland 
Sports boss Dave Lewis doesn’t 
always give match officials an 
easy ride. 

But he was the first to acknowl¬ 
edge that Moisey had done an 
excellent job handling Follands’ 
3-1 home win over Alresford 
Town in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division. 

“I’m the first to say when a ref¬ 
eree’s not had a good game, but 
this one had a real good way 
about him,” said Lewis. 

“There was an incident early 
on between Ryan Long and one 
of their players, but the ref con¬ 
trolled the situation and just 
spoke to them rather than being 
card happy. 

“It’s a real tough job because 
he could have let it go and, had 
the game exploded, he would 



DAVE LEWIS 


have been criticised. But he went 
with his instinct and his general 
decision-making was really 
good. 

“The players didn’t try to con 
him because they knew they 
wouldn’t get away with it. 

“It meant we had a good game 
of football that was all about the 
players rather than the officials 
and managers.” 

Just because Moisey did so 
well doesn’t mean Lewis wanted 
him marked highly, however. 

“I think we should mark him 
50 out of 100 so we don’t lose him 
to the league!” he laughed. 

Three classy goals - one from 
Richard Gregory and two from 
Ashley Jarvis - brought Follands 
back from behind against 
Alresford after they had conced¬ 
ed a 28th-minute John Mulhern 
penalty. 

Having had Calum Brockway, 
Wayne Boud and James Roden 
sent off in their previous handful 
of games, it made a pleasant 
change for the Planemakers to 
finish with 11 men. 

“I’m the manager and if the 
players are going out on the 
pitch with a lack of discipline, I 
take responsibility,” said Lewis. 


Ex-Stags loanee has bright future 


EX-AFC Totton loanee Jake 
McCarthy has been tipped for a 
bright future by AFC 
Bournemouth boss Eddie 
Howe. 

McCarthy, who had a fruitful 
spell with the Stags last season, 
has been rewarded with a new 
two-year contract at Dean 
Court. 

A product of the club’s youth 
ranks, the 18-year-old defend¬ 
er, who hails from the 
Blandford area, was fast- 
tracked to Howe’s first team at 
the start of this season after 
impressing with the develop¬ 
ment squad. 

He will be hoping to follow in 
the footsteps of another former 
Totton loanee Baily Cargill 
who was an unused sub for 
England’s under-20 friendly 


win over the United States at 
Plymouth last weekend. 

Cargill recently hit the come¬ 
back trail after recovering 
from a hip problem which was 
treated at the Villa Stuart 
Sport Clinic in Rome. 

McCarthy too has spent time 
on the sidelines after 
sustaining a back 
injury before 
Christmas. 

“Unfortunately 
we haven’t seen 
too much of Jack 
recently due to his 
injury but, before 


that, he had been 


progressing very 

A j 

well behind 

A 

the scenes,” 


said Howe. 


“He defi- s 



nitely has something about 
him. But, first and foremost, to 
go with the ability he needs the 
attitude. 

“From my dealings with 
working with Jake, I have 
found him to be a guy who 
wants to improve and get bet¬ 
ter. 

“He very much fits the bill in 
terms of our profile. If he can 
keep that mentality and keep 
progressing, I think he will go 
on and do well.” 

Yet another ex-AFC Totton 
loanee, goalkeeper Patrick 
O’Flaherty, is one of six play¬ 
ers to have been rewarded with 
12-month deals by the 
Cherries. 

O’Flaherty, who 
recently filled in 
for the Stags while 


regular Nol Steve Mowthorpe 
was sidelined with a shoulder 
injury, is joined by full-back 
Callum Buckley and midfield¬ 
ers Josh Carmichael, Josh 
Wakefield, Mason Walsh and 
Ben Whitfield in landing a new 
deal. 

Fellow development squad 
teammates Jordan Holmes, 
Jonathan Muleba, Sam 
Matthews, Brandon Goodship, 
Josh O’Hanlon and former 
Christchurch wideman/striker 
Harry Cornick are already on 
existing longer-term deals. 

News is not so good for Josh 
Kaye and Aristide Bassele, 
however. They are both set to 
be released. Bassele has been 
on loan at Welling United who 
host Eastleigh in the Vanarama 
Conference on Easter Monday. 



SmiEXCBV 
I THE RESULT! 


STEVE Hollick was impressed 
by every aspect of his first 
game in charge of AFC Totton - 
apart from the result. 

The goalkeeping coach, who 
picked up the slack following the 
twin departure of manager Steve 
Riley and assistant Chris Ferrett, 
headed to Yate Town last Saturday 
admitting it would be a “weird” 
feeling to be giving the team talk 
rather than listening to it. 

But any feelings of trepida¬ 
tion quickly faded as the 
caretaker boss felt the full 
support of his team - on and 
off the pitch - in a luckless 
1-0 Southern One South & 
West defeat. 

“I’m as pleased as you 
can be losing,” he said. 
“Our workrate was phe¬ 
nomenal and there were 
some exceptional performances out 
there. 

“The manner in which the lads 
played was really pleasing. They 
wore their hearts on their sleeves and 
really looked after the ball.” 

Having never managed before, it 
was a step into the unknown for for¬ 
mer Bashley and Totton & Eling goal¬ 
keeper Hollick who has specialised in 
coaching in recent years. 

But he needn’t have worried. 
Support was never too far away. 

Under-16 manager Shaun Kitcher 
joined him in the dugout and Totton’s 
senior players backed him to the hilt. 
“Everyone rallied behind me and I 
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couldn’t have asked for anything 
more,” he said. 

“I asked Shaun Kitcher at very 
short notice if he would come with 
me to provide an extra pair of eyes 
and he was really good,” said Hollick. 

“The senior lads were exceptional 
too and there were some massive pos¬ 
itives to come out of the day. 

“I had to make some difficult deci¬ 
sions of who to leave out, but the 
players took it on the chin and every¬ 
one was very professional through¬ 
out. 

“The attitude, workrate and team 
spirit was spot on. The lads really 
worked their socks off.” 

Hollick, a structural draughtsman 
who lives near Salisbury, goes back a 
long way with departed boss Riley. 

After playing local football, he first 
teamed up with him at Bashley where 
he coached and provided back-up for 
former Bash Nol David Elm. 

Hollick spent a couple of seasons 
with the Stags’ Wessex League neigh¬ 
bours Totton & Eling during Kev 
Dawtry’s time in charge before being 
reunited with Riley at Totton. 

“I’ve been with Steve a long time 
which made the decision to stay hard¬ 
er, but Totton’s a good place to play 
football and this is quite a good way 
of doing things, just seeing out the 
last six games,” he said. 


“I’m sure there will be no shortage 
of people applying for the manager’s 
job with the league the club’s in and 
its facilities. I think there could be 
quite a few high-profile names apply¬ 
ing. 

“During our time here we’ve 
worked under tight conditions, but 
Steve’s done a remarkable job 
rebuilding the side. It’s been really 
tough for him. 

“I had a quick chat with Steve (on 
the day he left) and he said it would 
be good if I could stay on and add a bit 
of continuity.” 

With Craig Feeney, Mike Gosney 
and Zac Mouland all hitting the 
woodwork at Yate, it would be tempt¬ 
ing to report that Totton did ‘every¬ 
thing but score.’ 

But they actually did equalise - 
only for the officials to miss it. 

Feeney’s effort clearly crossed the 
line before Yate ’keeper Martin 
Horsell got to it, but the linesman’s 
view was impeded and the ‘goal’ did¬ 
n’t stand. 

“We hit the bar, hit the post and 
even scored, but their goalkeeper 
pulled the ball back from over the 
line,” said Hollick. 

Even Yate’s website reporter con¬ 
curred with that view, admitting the 
Bristol outfit had “a massive let-off.” 

The defeat stetched Totton’s win¬ 
less run to ten games going into 
today’s visit of North Leigh. 

On Monday (3pm) they travel to 
Fleet Town, player-managed by ex- 
Stags midfielder Craig Davis. 
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league Football 
Kemp finds new hero 


GRAHAM Kemp has unearthed 
a new Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins hero - with the help of 
his old club Dorchester Town. 

David Jerrard announced his 
dual-signing from the Magpies by 
scoring twice for the Harlequins at 
Newport IoW last Saturday, hand¬ 
ing new boss Kemp his maiden vic¬ 
tory since taking charge of the 
Sydenhams Premier outfit. 
Bemerton trailed twice to 
goals by Matt Evans and 
George Colson on the Island, 
but bounced back to nick a 
tight contest 3-2 thanks to 
Jerrard’s stoppage-time inter¬ 
vention. 

“Everyone’s raving about him 
after that!” smiled Kemp, who spent 
four months as boss of Southern 
Premier outfit Dorchester earlier in 


the season. 

During a successful six- 
year stint as Christchurch manager, 
Kemp was never shy to gamble on 
youngsters, many of whom - Michael 
Green, Ben Dickenson and Harry 
Comick included - moved on to big¬ 
ger and better things. 

But with Dorchester at the wrong 
end of the Southern Premier table, he 
was unable to give Jerrard his chance 
during a difficult time at The Avenue. 

“David didn’t feature in the first 
team for me down there because we 
were in the mire at the time and I 
wasn’t in a position to chuck young¬ 
sters in. 

“But I was aware of him and what 
he was doing in the reserves,” Kemp 
explained. 

“He’s still a reserve/fringe player 
at Dorch. He’s been training with the 
first team but he’s still a bit away 
from it, so this is a middle step for 
him. 

“If all goes well he’ll play for us for 


the rest of the season and get some 
senior men’s football under his belt.” 

Scott Joyce levelled for Bemerton 
after Evans had drawn first blood on 
14 minutes and, after Colson had 
restored Newport’s lead, Jerrard 
wiped it out with a wind-assisted 45- 
yard strike that sailed over the goal¬ 
keeper. 

The game was well into time added 
on when the new boy struck again, 
this time slotting the ball past Port 
’keeper Cameron Farley from eight 
yards. 

“It’s a massively pleasing result 
considering we had only 13 men and 
two were not 100 per cent fit and two 
were playing out of position,” said 
Kemp. 

“Everyone pulled together and we 
just edged it in the end. 

“A draw would possibly have been 
a fair result, but we were magnificent 
in the second half and if anyone 
deserved to edge it, it was us.” 


JASON Harvell - rated by his 
manager as “the best goalkeeper 
in the league” - had to bow out 
injured towards the end of 
Wimborne Town’s 2-1 home 
defeat by Stratford. 

Harvell did his best to battle 
on with a knee problem, but 
broke down while attempting to 
clear the fateful throughball 
from which Kevin Charlery 
grabbed the visitors’ late win¬ 
ner. 

Magpies manager Steve Cuss 
explained: “Jason took a knock 
while challenging for a corner 
and looks like he might have 
some sort of knee ligament dam¬ 
age. 

“His knee is quite swollen, but 
we are hoping it is just a touch of 
damage and nothing more than 
that. 

“He did not come straight off, 
but it soon became obvious he 


could not carry on. 

“It’s a concern because he is 
the best goalkeeper in the 
league, so to lose him for any 
length of time would be a blow.” 

Loyiso Recci had put Stratford 
in front with the Evo-Stik 
Southern One South & West 
encounter just seven minutes 
old. 

New Wimborne striker Luke 
Stone levelled matters in first- 
half injury time with his third 
goal in four league starts, but 
Charlery sealed it for the visi¬ 
tors with three minutes remain¬ 
ing. 

With Harvell injured, Ben 
Field got his chance between the 
sticks on Tuesday for the visit of 
Cinderford Town. 

But, despite opening the scor¬ 
ing through Mark Gamble, it 
was a disappointing night for the 
mid-table Magpies who lost 4-1. 


Laird moves 


WEYMOUTH boss Jason 
Matthews has lost his right- 
hand man at a crucial stage of 
the Evo-Stik Southern Premier 
promotion campaign. 

Craig Laird has ended his spell 
as Terras assistant manager 
after agreeing to take over at 
Southern One South & West club 
Yate Town. 






Harvell hurt 
in defeat 


JASON HARVELL 


_ 


COUNTY RETURN: 

Former Saints striker 
Jamie White 


native Hampshire to play for 
Vanarama Conference South 
outfit Famborough. 

He was part of a deadline day 
swap loan deal with Paul 
Doswell’s Sutton United which 
saw Boro’s highest earner, Louie 
Theophanous, move the other 
way. 

Having had his Saints dreams 
wrecked by injury, former acade¬ 
my player White went on to score 
goals galore for Winchester City 
before climbing the pyramid to 
Salisbury City. 

There he was the Conference 
South’s joint top scorer with 26 
goals in 2012/13, sharing the gold¬ 
en boot with Havant & 
Waterlooville’s Ollie Palmer. 

That earned him a move to 
Bristol Rovers in 2014, but the 25- 
year-old made just 11 starts for 
the Pirates before joining Sutton 
in November. 

Farnborough boss Spencer Day, 
whose side are fighting for their 
Conference South lives, said: 
“The swap loan of our strikers 
works in many ways and gives 
both clubs the opportunity to 
look at the players and reassess 
the position in the summer. 

“Louie remains a big part of my 
plans, but he has great ambitions 
so we have to monitor the posi¬ 
tion, especially from a financial 
point of view. 


“Jamie White is a player I’ve 
admired for a number of years 
and I went after earlier in the sea¬ 
son. It’s a very sensible deal for 
both clubs and we will see what 
happens in the future.” 

White, who hails from 
Harefield, Southampton, made 
his Farnborough debut in last 
Saturday’s 2-2 draw at Bishop’s 
Stortford where Jordan 
Robertson, the former Saints loa¬ 
nee striker, bagged both the visi¬ 
tors’ goals. 

Explaining his side of the swap 
deal, Sutton’s former Eastleigh 


mmmm 


go there while we have brought 
in Louie Theophanus. 

“It gives him five games with us 
and gives us a chance to have a 
look at him, as he’s a player I’ve 
always liked. 

“We’ve brought in players 
before who have good goalscor¬ 
ing records and they’ve either got 
injured or lost form, so I hope we 
haven’t put a jinx on Louie.” 

Theophanous played 79 min¬ 
utes for the Us last Saturday in 
their 1-0 defeat at Tom 
Widdrington’s Eastbourne 
Borough. 


Doswell 
said 
“We’ve 
done a loan 
swap with t 

Farnborough to 
let Jamie White 


boss 


SUNDAY FOOTBALL - SEE PAGE 32 
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Portchester 

celebrate 

AFC PORTCHESTER celebrated their 
Sydenhams Premier club-of-the- 
month award for February by reeling 
off another league win. 

Skipper Jack Salter-Vaile and front¬ 
man Jamie Musselwhite received the 
award from Sydenhams League vice- 
chairman Nick Spencer ahead of last 
Saturday’s visit of Lymington Town. 

Both clubs have been in excellent 
form of late, but it was Graham Rix’s 
Royals who came out on top 2-1 
thanks to goals from new American 
signing Nikolai Littleton and Garry 
Moody, moving them to within two 
points of the top three. 

The thriving Wicor Rec club are look¬ 
ing for a coach/manager for next sea¬ 
son’s Sunday Hampshire Youth 
League under-18 side. 

Please email your CV to the club 
chairman at paul64k@hotmail.co.uk 

Keeper is 
welcomed 

BROCKENHURST have welcomed 
back goalkeeper Nathan Goodger 
from Totton & Eling for the remainder 
of the Sydenhams Premier Division 
campaign. 

The New Forest outfit have also 
added to their squad with hitman 
Kabba Jack from New Milton Town 
and ex-Hythe & Dibden duo Charlie 
Hartup and Albert Stacey. 

Another Wessex goalkeeper on the 
move is ex-Alresford Town stopper 
Jarid Hixon, who has signed for 
Folland Sports. 

Lewis sets 
it straight 

FOLLAND Sports boss Dave Lewis 
has set the record straight on com¬ 
ments he made in The Pink about 
Sholing’s interest in Planemakers’ 
skipper Jamie Barron (pictured) earlier 
this season. 

“I said Sholing had 
made Jamie a good 
financial offer, but 
that wasn’t the 
case,” he clarified. 

“An approach did 
come in for Jamie, but 
wasn’t a move he wanted to consider 
at that particular time and Dave 
(Diaper, Sholing boss) didn’t end up 
speaking to him. It’s completely my 
fault. I’ve not remembered the situa¬ 
tion the right way.” 

Soccer 

school 

BOOKINGS are being taken for 
Gosport Borough In The Community’s 
Easter holiday soccer school for seven 
to 12-year-olds. 

Open to boys and girls, the two-day 
school will run this Tuesday and 
Wednesday while the one-day school 
will be on Thursday, 9am-4pm daily. 

The two-day school costs £40 or 
£25 for a single day with a family dis¬ 
count offer of £70 for both days for 
two children from the same family. The 
one-day school is £20 per child or £30 
for two family members. Contact Sam 
Pearce on 07901 696795 or at sam- 
pearce.gbfc@hotmail.com 



AS a former Leicester City hero, 
Gary Mills was automatically 
guaranteed Richard Hill’s 
respect as a player. 

Nowadays the pair of them are 
rival managers in the Vanarama 
Conference and Hill still holds his 
opposite number at Gateshead in 
enormously high esteem. 

It was Eastleigh boss Hill who 
came out on top at the Gateshead 
International Stadium last 
Saturday as the Spitfires under¬ 
lined their play-off credentials with 
a priceless 3-2 win, making the 650- 
mile round trip well worthwhile. 

But while saluting a “proficient, 
professional performance” from his 
own side, Hinckley-born Hill - a 
lifelong Leicester fan - felt Mills’s 
men deserved huge credit for push¬ 
ing Eastleigh so close while deci¬ 
mated by injury. 

Not for the first time of late, 
Gateshead’s list of absentees spilled 
into double figures. 

Lack of bodies hadn’t stopped 
them beating Macclesfield and 
Telford and clinching a creditable 
midweek draw with Halifax, but the 
Eastleigh game proved a step too 
far. 

Hill, though, was quick to 
acknowledge that, on another day, 
Mills could have had a significantly 
stronger side at his disposal. 

“I’m aware we played Gateshead 
at a good time,” he said. 

“Phil Turnbull, John Oster and 


“Normally we 1 

come~offtoaJ 
barrage of abuse!” 


Adam Bartlett (all injured) are 
three big players for them and 
you’ve got to give Gary Mills a lot of 
credit, they pushed us all the way. 

“If I had 11 injuries to my squad, I 
don’t what team I’d be able to put 
out. 

“They’ve lost a lot of big players 
and it’s credit to Gary and his assis¬ 
tant Darren Caskey that Gateshead 
are on the edge of things play-off 
wise with the extent of the injuries 
they’ve got.” 

It wasn’t just Mills and the fight¬ 
ing spirit of his threadbare squad 
that heightened Hill’s respect for 
Gateshead. 

He felt the whole club had “a 
touch of class” about them and was 
touched by the generous ovation 
from the Heed faithful as his victo¬ 
rious team trooped back towards 
the dressing room. 

“The Gateshead supporters 
clapped us off the pitch at the end 
and were very complimentary, 
which is a first for me. Normally we 
come off to a barrage of abuse, so 
this was quite refreshing!” he said. 

“They’re a nice club and they’ve 
done great to be where they are. 

“There’s a touch of class about 
Gateshead which is something I’m 
trying to instil in ourselves. 

“They lost with a lot of dignity. 

“In the last minute one of their 
players slapped Greener (Eastleigh 
left-back Michael Green), but 
Greener’s jumped straight up and 
got on with it. I said to their lad ‘you 



HUGE CREDIT: Gary 
Mills (right) and coach 
Darren Caskey 


_ 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT! 


should thank him, he could have 
got you sent off. 

“To be fair to the Gateshead play¬ 
er, he came up to me afterwards 
and said ‘you were right’ and I 
think he went and thanked Greener 
as well!” 

Eastleigh’s Tyneside triumph - 
sealed by goals from James 
Constable (2) and Craig McAllister 
- meant the promotion-hungry 
Spitfires exceeded their latest tar¬ 
get set by Hill. 

He had asked for 14 points from a 


daunting block of eight games 
against Chester, Macclesfield, 
Bristol Rovers, Kidderminster, 
Barnet, Wrexham, Grimsby and 
Gateshead - and they delivered all 
that and more. 

“Originally we were supposed to 
play Halifax too and I told the lads 
then that our target was 16 points 
from nine games,” Hill explained. 

“I moved that down to 14 from 
eight when Halifax was called off 
and, going up to Gateshead, we 
already had 13. But our lads weren’t 
happy with that, they wanted 16!” 
he smiled. 

Eastleigh - home to Dover 
Athletic today - hit the road again 
on Easter Monday to Welling 
United (3pm). 



RICHARD HILL 


FOLLOW EASTLEIGH ONLINE -WWW.DAILYECH0.C0.llK 
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SWIFT IS OFF 
THE MARK 
FOR ENGLAND 






_ 


FORMER Southampton & 
District Tyro League star John 
Swift is celebrating his first 
England goal. 

The 19-year-old Chelsea mid¬ 
fielder, currently on loan to 
Swindon Town, opened the 
scoring for Aidy 
Boothroyd’s under-20s as 
they beat the United 
States 2-1 in front of an 
11,000-plus crowd at 
Home Park, 

Plymouth. 

Having overcome 
Mexico on penalties i 

the previous s ^6 

Wednesday,/ 

Boothroyd’s young | 

Lions defied gale- % 
force winds and rain to 
earn another morale- ^ 
boosting victory ahead of this sum¬ 
mer’s Toulon Tournament. 

Swift had already forced a fingertip 
save from American goalkeeper Jeff 
Caldwell when he fired England ahead 
on the stroke of half-time. 

Picked out by Moses Odubajo on the 
edge of the area, the box-to-box mid¬ 
fielder took one touch to control the ball 
before expertly firing home. 

Swift also played a part in England’s 
second, scored by Derby County for¬ 
ward Kwame Thomas, on 68 minutes. 

That gave the young Lions breathing 
space, but they had to endure a nervy 
finale after Maki Tall had pulled one 
back for the USA with just over ten 
minutes to play. 

Discussing his breakthrough goal for 
his country, Gosport-raised Swift, who 
played for Totton-based Tyro outfit 
Pace Youth, said: “I saw Moses 
(Odubajo) break down the right side 
and just had to make the box. Luckily it 
fell to me. 

“Moses is probably the quickest 
player in our team and he put a 
great ball in for my goal. 

“You don’t really 
think about it, it just 
happens. When we cel¬ 
ebrated, the lads were 
all saying congratula¬ 
tions. 

“The USA are a good 
team but we went out 
and executed our 
game plan really well. 

“They had a bit of a 
spell at the end, but 
we defended really 
well and got the win.” 

Swift, whose confi¬ 
dence had been buoyed by scoring the 
first penalty in the shoot-out win over 
Mexico, was at the heart of everything 
good about England. 

One particular move, where he 
dragged back sharply before embarking 
on a mazy run past a succession of play- 

_ 




modestly: 
“You just do it 
in the moment 
and don’t even 
think about it.” 


ers, drew much 
appreciation 
from the stands. 
Swift, who has 
been likened to 
Chelsea legend 
Frank 
L a m p a r d , 
shrugged 




Killick finds 
good view 


BANISHED boss Tom 
Killick seized a window of 
opportunity to watch 
Poole Town last Saturday 
- despite being shut out of 
Tatnam by a six-match 
stadium ban. 

The Dolphins boss 
secured an ingenious van¬ 
tage point from the sky¬ 
light in the roof of 
groundsman Chris Kelly’s 
nearby home to watch the 
3-2 win over Cambridge 
City. 

But while the result 
brought a smile to his 
face, Killick described the 
ban as “excessive” and 
has called for the Football 
Association to review 
their disciplinary proce¬ 
dures. 

Speaking to The Pink’s 
sister paper The 
(Bournemouth) Daily 
Echo, Killick, who admit¬ 
ted a charge of improper 
conduct, was quick to reit¬ 
erate his remorse over 
comments made towards 
referee Ben Knight after 
the Dolphins’ 1-0 home 
defeat to Redditch on 
January 17. 

But he said: “I do feel 
the punishment was 
excessive and dispropor¬ 
tionate, particularly when 
you look at instances of 
violence. 

“I watched (ex-Poole 
and Gosport Borough 
midfielder) Glenn Howes 
have his career ended by a 
premeditated tackle and 
the perpetrator got a 
three-match suspension. 

“When I think back to 
that, it leaves me with a 
sense of injustice. 


“Then you look at other 
cases of quite extreme vio¬ 
lence. 

“Alan Pardew head¬ 
butted a player on the 
touchline last season and 
got a shorter ban than I 
did. 

“I do think certain ele¬ 
ments and the discipli¬ 
nary process as a whole 
should be looked at. 

“One of the biggest 
things is that referees sit 
in changing rooms after 
games and write down 
everything that happens. 

“They can consult one 
another and when you get 
a referee’s report through, 
it is pretty much replicat¬ 
ed by the two assistants. 

“That in itself is inher¬ 
ently wrong. 

“It would not happen in 
any other environment.” 

The Cambridge win - 
settled by Steve Devlin’s 
89th-minute penalty - was 
the final league game of 
Killick’s ban. 

He completed the sus¬ 
pension on Tuesday for 
the second leg of the 
Southern League Cup 
final against title rivals 
Corby Town - and missed 
out on his side lifting the 
silverware. 

Having drawn the away 
leg 1-1, there was still 
nothing to separate the 
sides at Tatnam. 

But the goalless stale¬ 
mate handed victory to 
the Dolphins on away 
goals and it was ex-AFC 
Totton defender Jamie 
Whisken, the Poole skip¬ 
per, who had the honour 
of lifting the trophy. 


EMAIL IIS AT ECH0SP0MPAILYECH0.C0.1IK 


Jason’s 

fairytale 

LITTLE-REMEMBERED ex-Saint 
Jason St Juste sprinkled some star¬ 
dust on a fairytale Wembley upset 
last Sunday. 

The winger spent a memorable 
afternoon tormenting Wrexham’s 
defence as North Ferriby United 
slayed the Welsh Dragons on penal¬ 
ties in the FA Trophy final. 

The village side from the East 
Riding of Yorkshire had been given 
little hope against their former 
Football League opponents. 

But after forcing a 3-3 extra-time 
draw, having at one stage trailed 2-0, 
the Conference North underdogs 
won the penalty shootout 5-4 in front 
of a 14,585 crowd. 

If St Juste’s name doesn’t ring 
much of a bell with Saints fans, it’s 
hardly surprising. 

Brought down to the south coast 
from Darlington by his former 
Garforth Town manager Simon 
Clifford, he didn’t get a look-in at St 
Mary’s and later admitted that when 
he turned up for his first day’s train¬ 
ing, then Saints boss Harry 
Redknapp “didn’t have a clue who I 
was.” 

He explained: “Simon Clifford had 
been recruited by Rupert Lowe, the 
Southampton chairman, to work with 
Sir Clive Woodward, their director of 



JASON ST JUSTE 

football, and I signed after he recom¬ 
mended me to the club. 

“I didn’t feel welcome and it was 
awkward going in for training when 
you knew your face didn’t fit. If I’d 
known then what I know now, I 
would have stayed at Darlington.” 

Thankfully for the 29-year-old St 
Kitts and Nevis international, his 
Saints nightmare is firmly behind him. 

Singling him out for special praise 
after the Wembley triumph, North 
Ferriby manager Billy Heath said: 

“We got Jason six months ago, but 
he had fallen out (of love) with foot¬ 
ball. He had been released by Halifax 
and had little spells with Conference 
North clubs and wasn’t really enjoy¬ 
ing it. 

“He ended up at Farsley, two 
leagues below us, and to be honest I 
took a punt on him. 

“We knew he had great ability, but 
he needed an arm around him and 
some guidance. He isn’t a young 
man, but he had fallen out of love 
with it. He has been fantastic since.” 

North Ferriby’s shock win spelt 
bad news for Wrexham boss Kevin 
Wilkin who departed the mid-table 
Vanarama Conference club 24 hours 
later. 
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Midfielder 
in loan deal 

HAVANT & Waterlooville have 
signed midfielder Josh Carmichael 
on loan from SkyBet 
Championship high-fliers AFC 
Bournemouth for the rest of the 
season. 

Carmichael, 20, spent two 
months with the Hawks’ local 
rivals Gosport Borough last sea¬ 
son and starred in their FA Trophy 
semi-final triumph - against 
Havant - which culminated in a 
Wembley final against Cambridge 
United. 

More recently he has been on 
loan to Eastleigh’s Vanarama 
Conference rivals Welling United. 

Born in Poole, Carmichael was 
handed a shock debut by 
Bournemouth as a 16-year-old 
when he came off the bench dur¬ 
ing a 2-0 win at Exeter City in 
September 2011. 

The youngster, capped at under- 



LOAN: Josh Carmichael 


16 level by Scotland, also made 
three first-team appearances dur¬ 
ing the 2012/13 season. He went 
on as a sub during a 2-1 home 
defeat by Walsall before starting 
against Crawley Town and 
Coventry City in two games before 
Eddie Howe returned as Cherries 
manager. 

Another Bournemouth starlet, 
ex-Christchurch winger/forward 
Harry Cornick, is also on board to 
help H&W’s final Conference 
South promotion push. 

Cornick was man-of-the-match 
in two previous starts for the 
Hawks, but had to return to his 
parent club to recover from injury. 

Boss starts 
200th game 

Pl_AYER-BOSS Craig Davis made 
his 200th competitive start for 
Fleet Town last Saturday. 

But his celebrations were muted 
by a 3-0 Southern One South & 
West defeat at Swindon 
Supermarine. 

Davis will welcome some old 
friends to Calthorpe Park on 
Easter Monday (3pm) when one 
his former clubs, AFC Totton, are 
the visitors. 

An energetic, goal-scoring, box- 
to-box midfielder in his prime, 
Davis also played for Bashley, 
Salisbury City and Gosport 
Borough. 

£5 tickets 

AS an Easter present to their fans, 
Winchester City are offering spe¬ 
cial admission rates for Monday’s 
home Sydenhams Premier derby 
with Alresford Town (3pm). 

All children under-16 and con¬ 
cessions will get in free and there 
is a reduced price of £5 for adults. 


Non-league Football 



Winch ‘cream 
of the crop’ 
says Mitchell 

KEVIN Mitchell will have full respect for 
Petersfield Town if they are crowned 2014/15 
Sydenhams Premier Division champions - just a 
year after winning Division One. 

But, hand on heart, he still rates Winchester 
City as the cream of the Wessex crop. 

Mitchell, chairman of Fawley AFC, has twice 
seen Petersfield at close quarters in recent weeks. 

The Oilers drew 0-0 with the league leaders at 
Long Lane on March 7 before losing 5-1 at the 
hands of Ian Saunders’ Rams in last Saturday’s 
Love Lane return. 

With the title race now well into the home 
straight, Petersfield went into today’s trip to 
Verwood Town four points clear of Winchester 
with a game in hand. 

“It’s theirs to lose now and I honestly can’t see 
them slipping up,” said Mitchell. 

“Defensively they’re an extremely good side and 
all credit to them if they do win the league. 

“They’re a nice bunch of people and they 
deserve credit for what they’ve achieved in the last 
two seasons. 

“It’s likely to be the first time any team has won 
Division One and the Premier Division back to 
back.” 

That said, Mitchell can’t help but feel that 
Winchester have missed a trick. 

“You can only go on the games you’ve seen but, 
hand on heart, to me they’re the best side football- 
wise,” he said. 

“We’ve played them twice in the league and once 
in the Wessex Cup and I’ve also seen them play a 
couple of times myself against other clubs. 

“For me, Winchester should be the best side and 
if Petersfield end up winning the league by three 
points I’d imagine Winchester would look back at 
games they didn’t pick up points from and say ‘if 
only...’ 


APPLAUDED 


“I watched them lose 1-0 at (bottom club) Totton 
& Eling and it was one of those matches we’ve all 
seen at any level of football. But if you look at 
their current position, those three points would 
have made all the difference.” 

Mitchell, though, feels Petersfield should be 
applauded for the team they have assembled. 

Not only are the Rams bringing young players 
through, but they possess an invaluable streetwise 
element. 

“They’re an extremely useful side who have got 
themselves on a roll and they’ve got some quality 
players with experience, which is something we 
lack at Fawley,” he said. 

“Outside of Kieran Earl, the rest of our team 
don’t have the experience at Wessex Premier level 
that other clubs have. And when you look at 
Warren Hunt playing for Petersfield you see what 
experience brings to a side. 

“Fawley are still fairly young and inexperienced, 
but I think we’re learning and we’ve kept more 
clean sheets this year than in our previous four 
seasons put together. 

“There are teams higher up the table who have 
conceded more goals than us, but what we don’t 
have is experienced players up front and that’s 
why our ‘goals for’ column (38) is the worst in the 
league. 

“On average, for every two goals we’ve conceded 
we’ve only scored one and that tells you that 
you’re going to lose more games than you win. 
What we need to see is those two columns looking 
the same.” 


Helping hand 
needed to 



bring back the 
good times 


MANAGER Ken Vaughan has vowed to fight on 
and bring back the good times at Bournemouth 
Poppies - but admits the club need a helping hand. 

The Victoria Park outfit’s 13 fit and available 
troops went down 3-0 at backmarkers Totton & 
Eling on Tuesday night with veteran ex-Saints 
striker Jo Tessem notching a first-half hat-trick, 
writes Andy Mitchell. 

Poppies are unlikely to get dragged into a relega¬ 
tion scrap but, with 110 Sydenhams Premier goals 
conceded so far this season and some 59 players 
used, it is a far cry from the club’s FA Vase exploits 
of three years ago. 

But the 65-year-old boss, who is in his seventh 
full season in charge, insists he will stay put while 
the club search for much-needed finance. 

“The situation is simple and Bob (Corbin, chair¬ 
man) sympathises with what we are going through 
- we just don't have the money,” said Vaughan. 

“All of the bottom four or five are in the same 
position and it will be a battle every season with¬ 
out funds. The main thing is we stay in the Wessex 
(Premier) and keep it ticking over until things 
change. 

“The club is a part of me now and I don't want to 
give up. You have good and bad times in football, 
but hopefully we can inject some enthusiasm and 
finance and get it running properly with a side that 
has proven Wessex League players instead of cob¬ 
bling together a side every week. 

“Don't get me wrong, these boys are worth their 
weight in gold but we are throwing in half a dozen 
inexperienced lads every week in a strong, physi¬ 
cal and fast league. 

“Without the finance, we end up being a feeder 
team because other clubs come in and just pick off 
the two or three best players before they even get 
started. It's frustrating. 

“I'd like to build it back up but we need backing 
and sponsors.” 

On Tuesday’s match, Vaughan added: “It was 
done and dusted after the first two minutes. We got 
a good response after half-time, but we could have 
been out there for two weeks and not scored.” 






— 


_ 






NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL ST0RV TO TELL 


















SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015 


THE DAILY ECHO 


25 


Non-league Football 






SYDENHAMS Premier base¬ 
ment boys Tetton & Eling have 
their fingers tightly crossed 
that Jo Tessem is available for 
the Easter Monday showdown 
against Fawley AFC. 

After plundering a first-half hat- 
trick against Bournemouth Poppies 
on Tuesday, the 43-year-old ex-Saints 
utility man was due to be taking his 
wife away this weekend, ruling him 
out of today’s trip to Whitchurch 
United. 

But with the Millers needing goals 
like never before to keep them in the 
Wessex top flight, chairman/co-man¬ 
ager Andy Tipp is hoping the big 
Norwegian will be ready to roll back 
the years once more when the Oilers 
visit Miller Park (3pm). 

It took Tessem all of two minutes 
to open the scoring against Poppies 
when he found the bottom corner 
from Steve Marwood’s through ball. 

He popped up again to net a 40th- 
minute header and completed his 
one-man demolition job on the brink 
of half-time after Steve Jenkin had 
picked him out with a cross. 

“It’s the best I’ve seen Jo play for a 
k long time,” smiled Tipp. 

“We rested Chris Marwood and 
^ Jo played as the No9 with Jenks 
^on one side and young Connor 
Hoare on the other. 

“He was there to hold the 
ball up and knock it off to 



them, but it didn’t work out like that! 

“Jo looked hungry and worked 
really hard. It’s probably the best 
half of football I’ve seen him play for 


Although he is a former 
Norwegian international with more 
than 400 senior career club appear¬ 
ances under his belt, there is nothing 
‘big time’ about Tessem. 

Primarily an attacking midfielder 
when he joined Saints from Molde in 
1999, he made his debut at right-back 
in place of the injured Jason Dodd 
and could also be pushed forward 
into attack when needed. 

“He’s been a great player for us 
and the thing I like about him is that 
he’s a very humble guy,” said Tipp. 

“He used to live locally in Totton, 
but he’s out at Lyndhurst now and 
he still comes and helps the club out. 

“For someone who’s played at the 
level he has, it’s very humbling.” 

Tessem’s midweek hat-trick 
helped soothe the hurt of a painful 
double blow last Saturday. 

Not only were the Millers beaten 3- 
0 at home by Hamworthy United, but 
new signing Mark Osman bowed out 
with a hamstring injury after just 
five minutes. It’s doubtful the former 
AFC Totton crowd favourite will play 
again this season. 

“It’s a shame because we had a big 
crowd in on Saturday with a lot of 
AFC Totton fans coming to watch 
him. Mark’s gutted about it,” said 
Tipp. 


UTILITY MAN: Former 
Saint Jo Tessem 


Rollercoaster 
week for Town 
boss Samuels 

IT’S been a rollercoaster week for Romsey Town 
manager Andy Samuels. 

The Bypass Ground boss started the week with - 
what Samuels felt was - a controversial 4-2 defeat 
to second placed Tadley Calleva after a “very poor 
refereeing performance” that saw Matt Hardy win 
a penalty, but the defender responsible not dis¬ 
missed. 

It was the decision not to send off the last 
defender that riled Samuels. 

“Nobody likes to see a player sent off, but the 
decision not to issue a red card was unbelievable,” 
he said. 

“He was the last defender and cynically took out 
our player. How on earth that wasn’t a sending-off 
I’ll never know.” 

That negative point was all but forgotten by 
Tuesday night 
though, when a 
bumper crowd 
turned out to 
watch Town 
record their third 
win of the 
Sydenhams One 
campaign and the 
second victory of 
Samuels’ reign. 

Samuels cast a 
very frustrated 
shadow after the 
Tadley defeat, but 
was transformed 
after the 

Downton win 
where Romsey 
came from behind 
through Hardy 
and Mitchell 
Parker. 

“I have to say 
that a perform¬ 
ance like that has 
been coming and 
we’re delighted 
with the result”, 
he said. 

“We had a large 
crowd here and 
lots going on both 
before the game 
and during half¬ 
time. 

“If we weren’t 
careful we could have lost a bit of concentration, 
but we didn’t and were superb. 

“Playing in front of a lot of people clearly 
inspired the lads and I’m delighted that they’ve 
seen what this team is all about. 

“It’s easy to make a judgement on a team when 
you just see a result in the paper but the crowd 
saw what this team is capable of and I hope they’ll 
come back again on Saturday (today) and watch 
us against Cowes for our last home game.” 

Asked whether he felt the side had a point to 
prove following the Tadley defeat, Samuels 
smiled. 

“Probably,” he said. “We weren’t happy with 
many of the things that happened but, most 
importantly, we wanted to show that being 2-0 up 
after 70 minutes away from home to a side second 
in the table wasn’t a fluke. 

“We played well Saturday and we’ve played well 
again against Downton. 

“The side is coming together, the lads are work¬ 
ing very hard and Dave (Hazelgrove), Jamie 
(Wisemen) and myself are pleased. 

“It puts us just four points behind Andover (New 
Street), who we play on Easter Monday, and sets 
us up to have a right go at Cowes (today).” 



,? - CALL WENDY CEE ON 02380 424483 


Pedro gains 
his licence 

EX-SAINT Pedro Monteiro has 
passed his UEFA B coaching 
licence. 

The defender - better known as 
Pele during his St Mary’s days - is 
now player/coach for Havant & 
Waterlooville in the Vanarama 
Conference South. 

Announcing the 36-year-old’s 
achievement on the club website, 
H&W said: “Ever the gentleman, 
Pedro was keen to thank everyone 
at Southdowns College for facilitat¬ 
ing the session. 

“Pedro can now continue the 
sterling work he does teaching 
young talent all aspects of being a 



COACHING ROLE: Pedro 
Monteiro 

footballer, both on and off the 
pitch. 

“The popular ex-Premiership 
player is sure to be involved in 
football for a long time and it will 
be interesting to follow his 
progress as a coach.” 

Monteiro joined Saints in July 
2006 for an undisclosed free from 
CF Os Belenenses of Portugal. He 
made 37 appearances before mov¬ 
ing on the West Bromwich Albion 
the following summer. He has 
since played for Falkirk, Norwich 
Victoria, Hednesford Town and 
Hayes & Yeading United. 

Commercial 

manager 

WITH Conference South football on 
the cards for Poole Town next sea¬ 
son, they are keen to draw in more 
sponsors and advertisers to help 
take the club forward. 

To that end, they are seeking a 
commercial manager to take on a 
part-time role with flexible hours. 

The successful candidate will be 
responsible for all areas of com¬ 
mercial activity and report directly 
to the board of directors. 

Previous sales experience is 
essential and a generous commis¬ 
sion package is available. 

Contact commercial director 
Mark Bumford at 

mark.bumford@pooletownfc.co.uk 

Search for 
a secretary 

SYDENHAMS One promotion con¬ 
tenders Tadley Calleva need a new 
secretary for next season. 

Anyone interested in filling the 
post should contact current secre¬ 
tary Steve Blackburn at tadleycalle- 
vafc@sky.com 





























26 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015 


Saints Spotlight 



Premier League 
clubs’ £1 billion 
TV cash pledge 

PREMIER League clubs 
have pledged to share at 
least £1 billion of TV money 
outside of the top flight 
from next year. 

The sum - 20 per cent of 
their income from the 
astonishing £5.1 billion 
domestics rights package 
announced last month - 
will go to grassroots foot¬ 
ball, solidarity payments to 
lower league clubs, partici¬ 
pation and education and 
disadvantaged groups. 

The 20 top-flight clubs, 
including Saints and possi¬ 
bly including Bournemouth, 
have also agreed they will 
all pay all full-time staff the 
‘living wage' as the bottom 
line rather than the mini¬ 
mum wage. 

In another significant 
move, Richard Scudamore 
has been promoted from 
chief executive to execu¬ 
tive chairman and two 
independent directors have 
been appointed to a new- 
look Premier League 
board. 

The league has warned, 
however, the £1 billion dis¬ 
tribution depends on a 
“satisfactory outcome” of 
Virgin Media’s complaint to 
Ofcom over the way rights 
are sold, which is being 
investigated by the regula¬ 
tor, and overseas rights 


Scudamore said: “These 
are unprecedented levels 
of redistribution in world 
sport, let alone football, 
which will deliver long-term 
progress for English foot¬ 
ball whether you are a fan, 
lower league club or 
involved in the grassroots. 

“Clearly this package is 
dependent on the outcome 
of our international live 
rights and the ongoing 
Ofcom investigation, so the 
detail won’t be known until 
later this year or in early 
2016. 

“The clubs have always 
stepped up to the plate 
when it comes to sharing 
their success. 

“They appreciate that the 
development of the 
Premier League is contin¬ 
gent to a high degree on 
continued high levels of 
passionate support and a 
vibrant football pyramid.” 

The investment 
announced is in addition to 
the commitment to provide 
parachute payments to rel¬ 
egated clubs. 

The league has made no 
pledges over ticket prices, 
however, despite a protest 
organised by the Football 
Supporters' Federation at 
the London hotel where the 
20 club chairmen met on 
Thursday. 

League bosses say ticket 
prices are a matter for indi¬ 
vidual clubs but that they 
expect the extra income 
will be used to fund initia¬ 
tives such as cut-price 
trips for away supporters. 
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Saints Spotlight 



PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON SO FAR - 

ticket prices 



0/s ba eking ^ 


muy 




SAINTS have frozen their 
most expensive season- 
ticket prices for next sea¬ 
son - to the delight of 
most fans. 

Adult season tickets still 
peak at £853 and £759 
(renewals) and there are 
even decreases for many 
fans due to a reconfigura¬ 
tion of the seating plan in 
the stadium, writes 
SIMON WALTER. 

There is now a price dif¬ 
ference between seats 
behind the goals and 
those in the wings, the 
corners of St Mary’s. 

An adult ticket in the 
wings drops from £628 to 
£599 and there are also 
significant decreases in 
U17s ticket prices, most 
notably by 63 per cent in 
the Family Stand and the 
disabled sections. 

There is also no longer a 
limit of one adult season 
ticket per under-11 ticket. 
The only price rises of 
note are in the Kingsland 
Stand, up from £790 to 
£825, and for adults 
behind the goals, up from 
£655-£678. 


Fan Jack Rosser said: 
“Very good move from the 
club to keep the prices at 
the same level despite this 
season’s success. 

“Although it is still very 
expensive, they are still 
affordable for the majority 
of Saints fans.” 

But one fan reckons the 
club should have gone 
further and reduced the 
cost of more season tick¬ 
ets - especially given the 
club’s encouraging finan¬ 
cial results for 2013/14. 

Nick lllingsworth, who 
runs supporters’ website 
theuglyinside.net, said: 
“The club has missed a 
great opportunity to show 
a bit of goodwill by reduc¬ 
ing their most expensive 
ticket prices. 

“We’ve had two years of 
increases since being 
back in the Premier 
League and a significant 
number of clubs have 
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Season tickets go on 
sale on April 7, with 



renewals open until May 
24. Any unclaimed seats 
will be available from June 
1 . 
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Call for 
£20 away 
tickets 

THE Premier League can 
easily accommodate an initia¬ 
tive to limit away fans tickets 
at £20 to protect the “specta¬ 
cle” of its product, according 
to the chief executive of the 
Football Supporters’ 
Federation Kevin Miles. 

Chairmen of English foot¬ 
ball’s 20 elite clubs met in 
central London on 
Wednesday for the first time 
since the bumper new 
£5.14billion television broad¬ 
casting deal was announced. 

The FSF presented an open 
letter to the chairmen, which 
was co-signed by fan groups 
from every Premier League 
club, detailing what it believes 
are key elements such as the 
cost of attending live match¬ 
es, facilities for away fans, 
more supporter engagement 
as well a fairer distribution of 
football's wealth throughout 
the domestic game and 
grassroots. 

Ticket prices have long 
been a thorny issue within the 
modern game, particularly for 
the away supporters, who 
often feel they are not being 
given a fair price especially 
those of the leading clubs. 



COSTLY TRIPS: 

Away fans can pay 
up to £64 to watch 
their team at 
Arsenal. 

A recent survey by the 
FSF showed the likes of 
Arsenal’s top price for visit¬ 
ing supporters was £64, 
QPR charged £55 while 
Sunderland were cheapest 
at £39. 

Crystal Palace charged 
both home and away fans 
£40 at Selhurst Park. 

FSF chief executive Miles 
believes making such a ges¬ 
ture would not only show a 
level of good will to paying 
customers, but also maintain 
the unique live atmosphere 
which makes the Premier 
League such an attractive 
proposition. 

“The uplift on domestic 
television rights alone, not 
including the overseas deal, 
is the equivalent of more than 
£40 for every single ticket 
sold at each game over the 
three years. 

“That gives you an idea of 
how much manoeuvre the 
clubs have got - and with 
that much money going into 
the game, how they could 
afford to treat people a lot 
better,” Miles said. 

continued on facing page 
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IPSWICH v CHERRIES REACTION - SEE PAGE 5 
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PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON SO FAR 



KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH CHERRIES IN THE DAILY ECHO AND PINK 


TV deal 
benefit 
for fans? 

from facing page 

“The Premier League 
has already set one or 
two precedents. 

“There are already rules 
to benefit away fans, like 
how many seats they 
have to allocate in the 
stadium and how they 
cannot charge away fans 
more than the home fans 
for similar accommoda¬ 
tion. 

“They also ring-fence 
money via the ‘Away Fans 
Initiative’ to be invested 
into increasing numbers 
of away fans. 

“What we are proposing 
out of this huge increase 
in money is they increase 
the amount of money 
involved.” 

Miles continued: “Our 
Twenty’s Plenty’ idea to 
be implemented, we 
believe would cost the 
clubs around £20million a 
season, which is £1 million 
per club, then talk to the 
fans about how they want 
that money used, it could 
make a huge difference to 
the experience of away 
support. 

“They could make this 
contribution easily and 
relatively cheaply, to 
guarantee the atmos¬ 
phere with participation of 
away fans to keep their 
numbers up, which have 
declined over the last 10 
years and that is some¬ 
thing which needs to be 
addressed.” 

Miles believes any 
moves to increase the 
travelling supporters at all 
Premier League stadia 
could only have a positive 
impact. 

“Part of the reason the 
Premier League is able to 
generate so much money 
for the television rights is 
precisely because of the 
whole atmosphere and 
spectacle,” he said. 

“It would be short-sight¬ 
ed to think it is just all 
about what happens on 
the pitch. 

“The battle is some¬ 
times you have to con¬ 
vince the clubs that it is in 
their best interest as well 
as ours, and stress the 
importance of what fans 
contribute to what they 
are selling. 

“The Premier League 
did a survey of television 
audiences in Thailand 
when they were looking at 
overseas matches. 

“What they found was 
actually fans did not want 
to see Manchester United 
against Liverpool in 
Bangkok. 

“They would love the 
chance to go to Anfield or 
Old Trafford to witness 
the real thing. 

“So there are signs the 
Premier League are start¬ 
ing to look at these things 
and recognise the impor¬ 
tance of it.” 
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NEW PEUGEOT 108 
THIS TIME IT'S PERSONAL * 
From *£8,245 on the road 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 TOP 5dr 
£159 PER MONTH 
on Passport Personal Lease 


NEW PEUGEOT 108 

Peugeot's stylish new compact city car is here! Introducing the New 108 and 108 

TOP! Cabrio. Chic, full of character with a vast array of colourful interior and exterior themes 

that compliment the New 108's dynamic lines and chic design. 

The hardest part is choosing! 

MOTION & EMOTION 

GATES PEUGEOT 

Sway Road, Brockenhurst, S042 7SH 

01590 623 344 www.gatespeugeot.com 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 80.7 
(3.8 - 3.5), Combined 65.7 -74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and C02 99 - 88 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative 
purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Model shown 108 5dr TOP! Allure PureTech 1.2 VTi 3 door with purple berry fabric roof personalisation theme. 
Personalisation themes available on Active and Allure models only. Terms and conditions apply. To finance your (lease/purchase) we may introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Passport Personal 
Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH1 1QA. 108 top 5dr 1.2 VTi 82 
Puretech with metallic paint based on a price of 12,495 otr. Customer initial payment £1,925, optional final payment £6,485. 35 monthly payments payable. If you choose to pay the optional final payment, 
you can pay an annual payment equivalent to one of your monthly payments but will not own the car. Excess mileage charges may apply. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer 
available on cars ordered by 30th April 2015. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. *Prices from £8245, refers to the 108 3 door Access 1.0. 



Denture wearers! 

Afraid to smile? 




Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 
Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 
0% finance available 
(terms apply) 

Free mini consultations 


“The results are 
truly fantastic” 
Diane 


CF 

Changing Faces®Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 


Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton SOM 2BY 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 



BALTIC HERITAGE 
ROYAL PRINCESS 


fiast^r Plant Bonanza! 
*This Weekend! 

Over a 100,000 plants on fSIitaw 
Come along and see whals v 


Roundtrip Southampton 
14th June 2015,12 Nights 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER with 
SOUTHAMPTON 
CRUISE CONCIERGE 


Open Easter 
Sunday! 


Free $85 onboard 

spending money 

Overnight in St Petersburg 

Our Price ?61,049pp 

3rd/4th passengers £299pp 


SOUTHAMPTON 


2 Lower Vicarage Road, 

Woolston, Southampton, SO 19 7RJ 


FIREWORKS SOLD ALL YEAR ROUND - Nol in the South 
We will beat any local garden centre on price 


CRUISE 


Trawl with cnnfidmcr 


CONCEERGE 


Terms & Conditions: Offers are correct at time of going to print, all offers are subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any 
time, without notice. Offers are for new bookings only and cannot be combined with any other promotional or discounted offer. 
Prices are per adult based on the lowest category available and in twin occupancy unless otherwise specified. On board spend 
shown on all pages is per cabin, based on two or more sharing. Each cruise lines specific Terms and Conditions apply. Please 
check itinerary and benefits with your Cruise Expert at the time of booking as these can change 


Pcrmutl Luxtity Travel Service 


HOLLYHOCKS 

POPPIES 

FOXGLOVES 


HERBACEOUS PLANTS 3 FOR £5 


CLIMBERS ASSORTED 2 FOR £10 


Allington Nurseries, Fair Oak, Eastleigh. S050 7DD 

02380 600182 www.allingtonnursery.com 




£ 24.99 


a month 


A one-off start up fee is applicable on all memberships. Terms and conditions apply. Operated by Places for People Management on behalf of Eastleigh Borough Council. 
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Often copiednever swpassedi 


With winter now behind us, its time to get 

full of the joys of 


Any 3 

Windows 

Any 5 

Windows 

Any 7 

Windows 

Any 9 

Windows 

Any ii 

Windows 

Any 13 

Windows 

Any 15 

Windows 


Buy three or more windows and get a 


UPGRADE to Triple Glazing imi 


Conservatory Orangery 
and Veranda Specialists 

We offer a great ki- 

range of standard 

anabespoke 

conservatory designs 

to suit your style ;''i ' Cf"TLl‘ 

choice and budget. 8 |#<k 


k VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS AT MARKET ROAD, CHICHESTER & FORT FAREHAM, NEWGATE LANE 


Proud members of 

Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 


Unity Building, Fort Fareham 
Newgate Lane, P014 1AH 




Proud mMTihm of 

Checkatrade.com 

Where repowooo monen 


‘These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Prices shown are white finish PVCu and include full installation and VAT. If you require special finishes or colours please ask for details. Each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.5m x 
1,2m. Window offer is for our casement range only. Terms and conditions apply please ask for written details. Images used for illustration purposes only. Finance is available on orders over £1300. Finance available subject to status. IWS reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. 


Yale Security 
Hardware Available 


Checkatrade and 
TrustMark Approved 


First Class Customer 
Service 


Competitive Finance 
Rates Available* 


10 Year Insurance 
Backed Warranty 


Prices 
INC VAT 


Front & Back 
Composite Doors 


Thinking of a new front door? How 
about colour matching it to a new 

garage door at the same time! 

a Manufactured in the UK ^ 
a Electric & Remote controlled 
a Insulated, secure & space saving 
a Choice of over 100 finishes! 
a Comprehensive guarantee 

Composite & garage door 

Any size composite front door to colour 
match your garage 2250x2250 garage door 


New Wave Doors 

The latest innovation, 
doors that do what 
bi-folds don’t 


The independent sashes are so simple to use, 
giving a smooth and easy operation, simply 
slide one panel at a time. With seamless 
beautiful sightlines and no unsightly handles 
or hinges. Tne New Wave slide and swing door 
is the first choice for versatility. 


Any size, any colour 
composite front door 


Composite Front Door 
with a PVCu backdoor 


INCVAT 


Max 1900 wide x 2100 High 


ANY SIZE, white PVCu Patio 
—doors or French doors 


FITTED INCVAT 


Dont just take^_ 

our word for it! 

over 1700 satisfied 
customers can’t be wrong % 


0800 73l 8 6l www.idealwindowsolutions.co.uk 


FREE 

PHONE 
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COMEBACK KINGS: St George came from 2-0 down to beat Bitterne Park 
4-2 and win the City of Southampton Schools FA Norman Roberts Cup. The 
Swaythling under-14s, who had beaten Regents Park 7-1, Wildern 3-1 and 
Cantell 5-1 to reach the final, trailed until two goals each by Zia Rehman and 
Kieron O’Leory gave them their 4-2 win. St George’s: Back row (from left): 
Konrad Szymaniak, Amrit Singh, Geo Payyapilly, Nishwin Pinto, Lee 
Collinson, Zia Rehman, Kieron O’Leory. Front: Alwin Saji, Gursewak Swali, 
Luke Bennett, Adam Comber, Donel Mangena, Taylor Tait. 




ABOVE: Wildern skip¬ 
per James Thurston 
receives the trophy 
from Alan Frederick. 

Order no: 34508886 


LEFT: Wildern cele¬ 
brate victory in the 
under-13 final. 

Order no: 34508844 


TESTWOOD: 

Beaten 2-0 by 
Wildern in the City 
of Southampton 
Under-16 Cup final. 
Back row (from left): 
Sam Tipp, Brendan 
Heskins, Jack 
Proudley, Harry 
Harris, Charlie 
Cummings, Ethan 
Stone, Jack Ascroft, 
Jack Gillett-Bailey, 
Jon Smith. Front: 
Jordan Thomas, 

Will Whitcher, 
Tommy Barnes, 
Kaine Stanton, 
Owen Fee, Callum 
Kitcher. 



Wildern’s double delight 


WILDERN’S students are cele¬ 
brating a City of Southampton 
Schools FA Cup double. 

Already winners at under-16 
level on account of a 2-0 win over 
Testwood, Wildern also emerged 
triumphant at under-13 level 
with a 2-1 win over Redbridge. 

Ironically, Wildern’s players 
scored all three goals in the 
final, where a howling cross¬ 
field gale made conditions very 
trying indeed. 

Redbridge took the lead from a 


quick break down the right hand 
side, which culminated in a dan¬ 
gerous low cross into the goal¬ 
mouth where Will Patterson had 
the misfortune to turn the ball 
into his own net. 

In the second half Wildern lev¬ 
elled from a corner on the left 
hand side. The first ball was not 
cleared and a goalmouth scrab¬ 
ble ensued Jack Siley chesting 
the ball down and volleying it 
into the back of the net. 

The final was decided by a ball 
over the top of the Redbridge 


defence which Ali Nixon was 
quick to react to. He beat both 
his marker and the onrushing 
keeper to carefully place the ball 
home. 

SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT SCHOOLS FA 
CUP FINAL RESULTS 
Under-16 Bass Charrington Cup: Wildern 2 
Testwood 0. 

Under-15 Centenary Cup: Bitterne Park 3 St 
George 3 aet (Bitterne Park won on pens). 
Under-14 Norman Roberts Cup: Bitterne Park 2 
St George 4. 

Under-13 Clarke Lodwidge Shield: Wildern 2 
Redbridge 1. 

Under-12 Alec Perkins Cup: Bitterne Park 4 
Oasis Mayfield 0. 


Champs Itchen in 
seventh heaven 


... And college’s Second XI makes it a double celebration 


ITCHEN’S monopoly of Hampshire 
Sixth Forms Colleges soccer just 
goes on and on. 

They’ve won the First XI champi¬ 
onship for an astonishing SEVENTH 
season in a row, clinching the title 
with a 3-0 win at Poole Grammar in 
midweek, writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

The Itchen students had plenty to 
celebrate on the coach home as their 
seconds also won 3-0 and regained the 
Second XI title they had won five times 
in a row before Peter Symonds nicked 
it off them last season. 

Itchen far from had it their own way 
against a decent PGS footballing side 
playing together for the last time 
before they all head off to their respec¬ 
tive universities. 

Poole might well have scored twice at 
Gravel Hill before Jack Burrows (2) 
and Callum Williams got the strikes to 
clinch victory - and another title. 

At the start of the season, coach 
James Taylor wasn’t over-optimistic 
that Itchen would be champions again 
with a new-look side, but he did say at 
the time that if they did win it, their 



TEAM COACH: James Taylor. 


monopoly might well last a few more 
years. 

Itchen’s second team success at 
Poole came on the back of 17-goal Nick 
Yeomans, Jamie Wilkinson and 
Callum Summers. 




Daily-Echo 

CAMPAIGN 

RIGHT: Itchen Second 
XI. Back row (from 
left): James Corfield, 
Josh Stewart-Hill, 
Frankie Rudland, 
Callum Summers, 
George Dye, Brad 
Stacey, Musah 
Stamburi. 

Front: Callum Doyle, 
Alex Simm, Jamie 
Wilkinson, Dan Dove, 
Tinashe Chingrove, 
Nick Yeomans. 


LEFT: Itchen 
First XI. Back 
row (from left): 
Jack Attrill, 

Jack Burrows, 
Ellis Roy, 

Jordan Brooks, 
Charlie 

Wagstaffe, Matt 
Flubbard, 

Callum 

Williams, Jake 
Hoole. 

Front: Jamie 
Clark, Matt 
Casey, Dylan 
Owen, Braydon 
Douglas, 
Keenan New. 
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Non-league Football 



Eastpoint Pack a punch 

Wesley’s hat-trick floors struggling Otter 


Ttimer prize 

_ 


HEDGE End Athletic extended their lead at the 
top of Junior Division 3 to nine points with a 5- 
2 win at Bishops. 

Daniel Turner (2), pictured left, Jamie Woods, 
Jay Williams and Lee Little netted, with Louis 
Duckfield and Jordan Ayres replying. 

Chartwell Green Reserves remain bottom 
after a 9-0 thrashing from Young Boys 93/4. 

Kieran Kopusto, John MacAulay and Conor 
Thorne all scored twice, with Jack Becheley, 
Reece Greenfield and Barry Hamilton complet¬ 
ing the rout. 



A WESLEY Pack hat-trick helped 
Eastpoint to a 5-1 victory over 
Tempo Travel City of Southampton 
Sunday League Junior 4 strug- 
glers Otter. 

Chris Hill and Sam Cooper also 
scored - with Mike Phillips replying in 
the second half - as Eastpoint kept the 
pressure on the top two. 

King George bounced back from the 
previous week’s loss to leaders AFC 
Southbrook with a comfortable 3-0 win 
over Shelfside. David North, Lewis 
Wright and Abraham Kapinga all 
scored. 

Southampton Seahawks earned their 
first point in Junior Division 5 as they 
drew 1-1 at St Minions. 

A second half penalty from Minion’s 
Tom Stark cancelled out Ben Pardy’s 
first half opener. 

A James Pitre hat-trick and a goal 
from Callum Foote earned Curbridge a 
4-2 win against Burridge AFC 4-2. 

Second half goals from Burridge’s 
new signings, Jordan Sullivan and 
Matthew Hayes, weren’t enough. 

Bitterne Ducks and Portside played 
out a thrilling 3-3 draw with Zaine 
Rashid claiming a brace and Wayne 
O’Dell getting one for the Ducks, who 
lead 2-1 at the interval. 

Luke Chalmers, David Fitzpatrick 
and Alex Azadegan earned Portside a 
point. 

A Ryan Phillips goal was not enough 
for Sholing Monks as they lost 2-1 at 
home to Itchen Albion. 

In Junior Division 6, J.S.C put eight 
past Bannister Park with Nick White 
netting five of them. Jamie Salvi (2) 
and Louis Cross also scored. 

Bottom placed AFC Pheonix drew 3-3 
with Netley Royals. 

Lee Gallop added to Mike Knott’s 
brace for Pheonix with Daniel Lee, 
Ross Moggridge and Tom Sketcher 
replying. 

A Harry Williams treble helped 
Sporting Compass to a 5-1 victory over 
Hunters Inn, Mike Seaforth and Toby 
Wilkes also on target. 

Lyndhurst JFC enjoyed a 6-2 win over 


third bottom Chamberlayne Athletic 
Reserves in the Junior Division 7. 

Goals came from Craig Stickland (2), 
Adam Brett (2), Lee Stickland and 
Nathan Mundy. 


Testwood Tornadoes remain bottom, 
without a win all season, as Steve 
Jerrim’s double was not enough to stop 
Dorchester Manor winning 4-2. Shahin 
Badi-Sadr netted twice for Manor. 


On a Roll 

HAMBLE Roll Call 
Reserves took over 
top spot in Junior 
Division 2 with a 
2-1 win over fellow 
promotion chasers 
Itchen Saints. 

Saints’ new sign¬ 
ing Courntey 
Campbell replied. 

Dave Lock’s first- 
half goal gave 
Lokomotiv 
Eastleigh the lead 
against Testlands, 
who levelled in the 
second half. 

Goals from 
Warren Applegate 
and Craig Phillips 
helped Boyatt 
Wood Wanderers 
beat LH Galaxy 
2 - 0 . 


Wilkinson, Nutbeen on 
target for Bursledon 


IN THE Senior Division of 
the City of the Tempo 
Travel City of 
Southampton Sunday 
League, AFC Bursledon 
beat AFC West End 2-1 
with goals from Ricky 
Wilkinson and Darren 
Nutbeen. James Gill 
replied. 

Aldermoor United remain 
without a point after a 5-1 
loss at home to Bush Hill 
& Newton Heath 1997. 

Ben Smith and Jake 
Evans both struck twice 
with Aaron Taylor also on 
target. 


Wojceich Zyagadlo’s sec¬ 
ond half goal put 
Aldermoor into double fig¬ 
ures for goals. 

HAT-TRICK 

Scott Saunders’ hat-trick 
helped second placed KRL 
beat Sholing 5-1. 

Ricky Gorman and Shaun 
Looker also netted with 
Lejay Giles-Pilgrim reply¬ 
ing. 

Chamberlayne Athletic 
increased the gap 
between themselves and 
rock-bottom Chartwell 


Green in Junior Division 
One. 

Lee Osbourne’s second- 
half goal was enough to 
secure the win over their 
relegation rivals. 

RS Ocean Village defeat¬ 
ed second placed Glen 3-1 
with Ben Dawkins, Louis 
Cassaim and Dan Saunders 
(penalty) on target. Jake 
Voller replied in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

AFC Portswood won 2-1 
at Titans with goals from 
Jordan Cunningham and 
Rob North. Nick Chalk 
replied. 


Carnival blown off course 


Carnival UK had Mother 
Nature to blame for their 
5-3 loss to Mottisfont in 
the Charlie Godden 
Trophy semi-finals. 

Jamie Barron’s, 
pictured, first half 
hat-trick had put 
them into a 
healthy interval 
lead against 
Mottisfont. 

But Font had the 
wind advantage in 
the second half and 
made it tell by hitting five 
unanswered goals. 

Ryan Moody chose a 


good time to score his 
first Font goal, with oth¬ 
ers coming from top scor¬ 
er Matt Bosanquet (2), 
Sam Piper and Craig 
Johnston. 

A hat-trick from 
Michael Baker 
helped AFC 
Waterside secure 
their place in the 
final as they ran 
out 4-2 winners at 
Durley. 

Tom Minihan added 
to Baker’s treble, with 
Ash Dallimore and Joe 
Taylor replying. 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE GREAT EURO 
EXCHANGE RATE TO MAKE YOUR 
SPENDING MONEY GO FURTHER ON 

ONE OF OUR CONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS 

■ 

/(Grossglockner 
' & The Carinthian 
Lakes 

Drinks inclusive 
& more 10 day j 

now €899 


We welcome editorial and 
advertising from all faiths 


Home Choose Carpets 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 




Focus oi 

_ rlfflri 

rail 

h 

Every Saturday 

. J A M 

in Southern Daily Echo 


Contact Lisa on 


023 8042 4999 


focusonfaith@dailyecho.co.uk 



Promote your organisation/services from 
only £10 plus vat 


20 Apr, 17 Aug & 28 Sep 
22 May & 04 Sep 

24 May, 26 Jul & 20 Sep 

25 May 

05 Jun & 07 Aug 
05 Jun 

12 Jun & 18 Sep 

14 Jun, 26 Jul & 06 Sep 

16 Jun & 15 Sep 

19 Jun, 8th May & 04 Sep 
24 Jun 
30 Jun 

15 Jul 

17 Jul & 4th Sep 

19 Jul, 23 Aug & 25 Sep 

26 Jul 
05 Aug 
07 Aug 
08 Aug 
09 Aug 

22 Aug 

23 Aug & 25 Oct 
04 Sep 

19 Sep 
29 Sep 


Ostend, Brussels & Ypres 5 day 

Tuscan Riviera & Florence 10 day 

Valkenburg & The Three Countries 6 day 

Grossglockner & The Carinthian Lakes - Lower price 

Paris City Break 4 day 

Ostend & Brugge 4 day 

Italy - Riviera of Flowers 10 day 

Monet's Gardens & Normandy Coast 5 day 

Cantabria - Green Spain 8 day 

Costa Brava - Roses 10 day 

A Picture Book German Medley 6 day 

Rhine in Flames 8 day 

Puy du Fou & Southern Brittany 5 day 

The Beautiful Tyrol 10 day 

Paris Spectacular 5 day 

The Romantic Rhine 6 day 

The Somme 5 day 

A Pyreneen Paradise - Andorra 10 day 
The Tyrol & Bavaria 10 day 
The Dordogne 8 day 

Black Forest, Strasbourg & The Alsace 8 day 

Disneyland Paris 4 day 

Dutch Dahlias on Parade 4 day 

Austria, Switzerland & The Arosa Line 8 day 

Central Spain & The Algarve 15 day 


From 

From 


From 

From 

From 

From 


From 


From 


£315 

£706 

£449 

£899 

£269 

£269 

£799 

£412 

£499 

£654 

£493 

£599 

£509 

£759 

£539 

£464 

£429 

£999 

£719 

£669 

£609 

£289 

£367 

£749 

£989 


Call now for full details and to receive your brochure with 
our wide range of additional UK and Continental tours 


ARGELA 


Oaktree House, Lowford, Bursledon, 
Southampton, S031 8ES England 

Telephone: 

023 8040 4536 or 8040 3866 

Email: bookings@angelaholidays. 
co.uk www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


Order your 

Photo 


Get your own high quality prints of any 
you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


Photo order form 


Date of paper.. 


Ref Number (found under photo) ... 

Quantity 


Prints 

7x5 

8x6 

10x8 

12x8 


£ 11.20 
£ 12.20 
£1 2.20 
£ 14.15 


Gifts Quantity 

3 Keyrings (sm) £ 9.45 . 

Mousemat £ 14.00 . 

Mug £ 12.95 . 


Visit dailyecho.co.uk/photosales for more ideas. 

Prices include p&p and VAT. Larger sizes are available on request. 

I enclose £. 

Name. 

Address. 

. Postcode. 

Tel No. Email. 

Please make your cheques payable to NEWSQUEST (Southern). Only pictures taken by 
Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 


At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 
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FREE SUPER-FAST WIFI 


FREETRANSFER 


Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley / quote-bubblesi | 


x 

EM 


PREMIER 

SELF store: 


NEW SELF STORAGE FACILITY 
AT SWANWICK MARINA 


UNITS 10-175 SQ.FT. • 24-HOUR SECURITY • UNLIMITED ACCESS 


From just £10 p.w. First 4 weeks free!* 


*When making a booking before 3oth April 2015 . Please view the website for full terms and conditions. 


4 star luxury flight inclusive packages 


BOOK YOUR UNIT NOW 

Premier Self Store, Swanwick Marina, Bridge Road, Swanwick, Hants, S031 1ZL 
Tel: 01489 66 00 22 | Web: www.premierselfstore.com 

*Based on a minimum of 8 weeks 


Enjoy an enchanted stay in Guernsey and choose from a 
3, y or 7 night boutique break at the Fermain Valley Hotel. 

Our 3 night B&B stay includes return flights, a 
complimentary 3 course meal on one evening, transfers 
from the airport and a big smile. 

Just a short flight time from the UK, this secluded retreat 
feels a world away. Overlooking a picturesque bay with 
exceptional service as standard, it’s the perfect location 
to unwind in and revitalise your senses. 

Quote BUBBLESi to receive a complimentary bottle 
of sparkling wine in your room on arrival. * 


www. fermainvalley. com 


► 0800 3i6 o3i4 or email 

► book@fermainvalley.com 


r eASvvCU*v k 

HOTEL GUERNSEY 


Premier is pleased to offer a new self-storage facility at Swanwick Marina. This 6,000 sq.ft, 
facility accommodates 122 purpose-built storage units and is ideal for householders, boaters 
and businesses who are looking for flexible, low cost and accessible storage space. 


The Luzborough 

Luzborough Lane, Romsey S051 9AAI 01794 523816 


www.luzborough.romsey.co.uk 


to book and view our menus 



Monday evening from 6pm Pudding Club, 
enjoy a free sweet with any main meal 

Tues steak and drink 11 am-10pm from £11.29 

Weds curry and drink 11 am-10pm £8.99 

3 Course set menu £9.99 from 11am Mon to Fri* 

Sunday roast served from 11am 
roast sirloin of beef, pork belly, lamb shank and turkey 

Quiz Night Sunday 8pm cash prizes 

Full menu served from 11am all day till 10pm 


Dogs welcome on a lead 
Managers discretion is final 
*excludes bank holidays 


Advertisers Announcement 



KIM ROSE 


UKIP Prospective Parliamentary Candidate Southampton Itchen 

EU rules state that the UK help to buy scheme must 
be open to EU immigrants allowing them access to 
government backed and UK taxpayer funded homes! 

If you feel local houses should be occupied by local 
taxpaying UK residents then you should be voting UKIP! 


We are the only party that will force a referendum on 
leaving the EU! 


We will re-write history on May 7th 
TRUST IN UKIP THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 



Promoted by Hugh McGuinness on behalf of Kim Rose, 
both of UKIP Southampton Itchen at 
32 Hanover Buildings, Southampton, 
Hampshire SOM 1JU 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 


THE HAMPSHIRE NETS DUEL THAT 



I t just happened as it happened. No one had 
planned it, nothing had been scheduled, noth¬ 
ing organised. It was a day much like count¬ 
less others in the life of a county cricketer. Net 
practice when no match is on the fixture list is 
not the way most professional cricketers would 
choose to spend a rare day off but the custom 
was almost de rigueur; it would be a brave cap¬ 
tain who would say to his team, “You deserve a 
rest, lads - go and play golf”. 

And a captain who was brave enough to defy 
custom would only feel he could get away with it 
if his team were looking down on everyone else 
from the top of the championship. Sixteen other 
sides, of course, would be looking upwards, so 
‘naughty boy nets’ would be ordered and every¬ 
one had to be there. 

And that included the ‘stars’, the overseas 
players. In the 1970s, every county was allowed 
two overseas players on its books and a brief 
glance at the playing staffs of those days would 
reveal a glittering collection of the world’s finest 
cricketers. Today, counties employ overseas 
players who are barely recognisable to the gen¬ 
eral public. Central contracts have put paid to 
county cricket being the finishing school for Test 
cricketers from other countries. 

Even the England players now have little more 
than fleeting contact with their home county. 

It was different then. The Hampshire side that 
gathered together at 10am by the nets at the 
county ground in Southampton one day in the 
1974 season included two of the best cricketers 
on the planet - Barry Richards and Andy 
Roberts. Actually, there was a third - Gordon 
Greenidge - but owing to an oddity of the rules, 
he was registered as an Englishman, even 
though he had nailed his colours firmly to the 
West Indian mast. 

He had come to this country from Barbados 
when he was 14 and was developing into one of 
the world’s most powerful and destructive open¬ 
ing bats. England, West Indies, Reading, Mars ... 
we didn’t care where he came from as long as he 
was in our side. I say ‘our’ side because I was in 
that group of Hampshire players padding up or 
marking out their runs for the ensuing net prac¬ 
tice. I was a fringe player, it has to be said, but 
though I was frustrated at my seeming inability to 
make much of an impact in the first team, I was 
nevertheless tickled pink to be rubbing shoulders 
with the best in the game. 

For Hampshire were the best. The champi¬ 
onship pennant fluttered proudly at the top of the 
flagpole and there was every hope, nay expecta¬ 
tion, that the previous year’s triumph would be 
repeated. 

Especially now that the world’s fastest bowler 
was registered to play for us. Those who had 
played with Roberts in the Second XI the season 
before, while he served his year’s period of quali¬ 
fication, were only too aware of his raw pace and 
his deadly potential. There had been one match, 
against Gloucestershire at Bournemouth that had 
already acquired legendary status and had done 
much to promote his fearsome reputation. 

Gloucestershire were 30-odd for one, with 
numbers six and seven at the wicket. The miss¬ 
ing batsmen were either back in the pavilion 
nursing painful bruises or on their way to hospi¬ 
tal. He was fast all right and that winter he had 
already made his Test debut for the West Indies. 

The other overseas player was Barry Richards, 
who, by contrast, had no need to make a name 
for himself. Among the county fraternity, to say 
nothing of the wider cricketing public, he was 
regarded as the most technically proficient and 
naturally talented of any batsman on earth. Even 
so, together with one or two others in the 
Hampshire team that summer’s morning, he did 
not particularly relish the prospect of a morning 
in the nets; county cricket is a treadmill and he 
would rather have had the morning off, to relax 
and to catch up on his mail. But all were profes¬ 
sionals and if nets had been ordered, then nets it 
must be. Everyone just got on with it. 

Such practice sessions always followed a pat¬ 
ter, a routine. The batsmen would go in first, usu¬ 
ally in the same order as on matchdays. There 
would be ten minutes in one net where the 
seamers were operating and then the coach 
would shout out, ‘Change nets!’ and a further ten 
minutes would be spent in the spinners’ net, 
where the surface was a little bit worn. By the 
time it came for the bowlers to bat and the bats¬ 
men to bowl, everybody had had enough and 
things rapidly deteriorated. ‘How do you expect 
me to hold my end up if the rest of you won’t 
bowl to me?’ would be the constant lament of 
the tail-enders to the retreating backs of his 
team-mates as they made their way back to the 


HAMPSHIRE legend Barry 
Richards is the subject of a 
fascinating, recently-pub¬ 
lished biography written by 
his former county teammate 
Andy Murtagh. 

Following last week’s inter¬ 
view with Murtagh, the Sports 
Pink has been given an exclu¬ 
sive extract from Sundial in the 
Shade, detailing a fascinating 
net session between Richards 
and the great West Indian fast 
bowler Andy Roberts, his for¬ 
mer Hampshire teammate, at 
Northlands Road. 

Murtagh gives his unique eye¬ 
witness account of the sort of 
duel that was denied Test crick¬ 
et by South Africa’s ban during 
the apartheid years, in the pref¬ 
ace of his latest book. 


dressing room and a reviving cup of tea. 

Richards strolled up the net, turned and took 
guard. He gave a little hollow laugh as someone 
gave him a guard several feet outside leg stump; 
it was an old trick and was becoming a little tire¬ 
some. He tugged at the blue Hampshire cap as 
he settled himself at the crease. It wasn’t brightly 
sunny as it was back in his Natal homeland but 
he always wore a cap. It helped to keep the long, 
curly, blond, hair from getting in his eyes. Round 
about, everything was proceeding as normal. 
There were raucous shouts for LBW from the 
bowlers, equally vociferous responses of ‘not 
out!’ from the victims and several fingers would 
shoot upwards from those in positions where 
they could not possibly tell one way or the other. 
In other words, it was just like a hundred net ses¬ 
sions that season up and down the country. 

Roberts wasn’t bowling. He was lurking. Fast 
bowling is physically demanding enough without 
having to strain nerve and sinew at a footling net 
practice. He didn’t really know why he was there. 
He couldn’t see the point. So he contented him¬ 
self with lobbing down a few gentle off-spinners, 
which everybody, of course, treated with the 
utmost respect. But then we noticed that he had 
walked back as far as his normal run. Richards 
had noted it too and wondered what was going 
on. As a suitable gap presented itself in the 
bowling queue, Roberts came hurtling in, rocking 
from side to side in that familiar fashion, rather 
like a runaway express train, gathering his whole 
body in the delivery stride, to deliver the ball at 
full pace. Richards was ready for it and let it go 
but the bulge in the net behind him told him, as if 
he didn’t know already, that Roberts meant busi¬ 
ness this morning. It would not be wholly true to 
say that anything like silence fell upon the 
Hampshire team at practice but everyone was 
keeping one eye on the duel that was unfolding 
in the top net. 

The thought processes of a fast bowler are 
largely unknowable to other cricketers. 
Unpredictable, mercurial, malevolent and moody 
are some of the more repeatable adjectives used 
by colleagues and opponents alike. Roberts was 
no exception. His natural expression was guard¬ 
ed, impenetrable. You never knew what he was 
thinking. Except that right now he fancied having 
a dart at Richards. Richards recognised the signs 
immediately - after all he was an opening bats¬ 
man - and, with an inward sigh, he wondered 
what it was that he had done or said that morn¬ 
ing to upset the Antiguan. No time to ponder. He 
had to knuckle down and concentrate. 
Reputations were at stake here, bragging rights. 
He was damned if he was going to let anyone 
get the better of him. Time to forgo the expan¬ 
sive strokeplay and the fancy shots. He would 
play properly. 

Besides which, if he didn’t, there was every 
chance that he could get seriously hurt. Plenty 
had. Everyone clearly remembered the horrible 
injury - a smashed jaw - that Roberts had inflict¬ 
ed on the West Indian opener, Steve Camacho, 
the previous summer. As he was stretchered off, 
we were all kicking dirt on to the crease to soak 
up the blood before the next batsman came in. 
Oh yes, we all knew what damage a cricket ball 
could do when delivered at speeds in excess of 
90mph. 


Along with everybody else, I had been keeping 
one very interested eye on what was going on 
and I was not best pleased when someone had 
failed to spot the devilishly late swing of one of 
my deliveries and heaved the ball many a mile 
into the long grass. ‘That’ll take some finding,’ I 
grumbled to myself as I went in search of it, ‘and 
I shall miss all the fun.’ 

Chance would have it that I found my ball right 
away and, trudging back to my mark, I decided 
to make a detour around the back of the nets, 
the better to catch a close glimpse of the devel¬ 
oping contest. There, you can stand a matter of 
feet behind the batsman and watch how he deals 
with whatever is bowled at him. It has been cal¬ 
culated that a batsman has 0.4 seconds to react 
to a ball delivered from 22 yards away at 90mph. 
That mathematics of the contest in that net 
escaped me at the time; all I know is that I 
flinched every time Richards let a ball go and it 
bulged the netting in front of my face. I remem¬ 
ber thinking that I hoped to high heaven the 
groundsman had checked carefully that morning 
that the netting was safe and secure. 

The following 15 minutes remained the most 


riveting piece of theatre I have ever witnessed on 
a cricket ground. And it was only a net practice! 
For some reason, the coach did not irately sum¬ 
mon me back for cannon fodder duties. 

Probably, like me, he was engrossed in what was 
going on. Anyway, he forgot about me and I was 
able to take in the exhibition of a master crafts¬ 
man at work. I should of course have said two 
master craftsmen for Roberts was no mindless 
slinger of a cricket ball. He was an intelligent 
bowler who worked batsmen out before he 
worked them over. That is what made the battle 
so intriguing. 

To the uninitiated it might have seemed that 
not a lot was happening. Stumps did not cart¬ 
wheel, balls did not disappear into the disused 
car park of the dilapidated bowling rink opposite. 
There was no shouting, no banter, no ironic 
cheers. But an intense struggle was taking place 
for supremacy and neither of them was minded 
to take a backward step. 

I watched Richards closely as Roberts 
careered towards him. The most striking thing 
about him was his absolute stillness at the 
crease. Most of us - pretty well all of us, I would 


suggest - make an initial movement before the 
bowl is bowled. With only a split second to react, 
the movement would be back and across, if only 
for the sake of self-preservation. Richards made 
no preliminary movement, forward or back. He 
remained motionless until the very moment the 
ball left the bowler’s hand. And yet he seemed to 
have time to play his shots. How could this pos¬ 
sibly be? Was the man possessed with superhu¬ 
man reactions? So we would test him out in the 
nets, running in to bowl to him and following 
through without letting the ball go. There he 
would be standing, bat raised but head and feet 
stock still. Extraordinary. 

The second noteworthy feature of his batting 
was the economy of movement. He did not lunge 
or jab at the ball, nor did he jerk his body one 
way or the other or jump out of the path of the 
ball. Calmly, and seemingly with all the time in 
the world, he went forward or back as required - 
unsurprisingly more back than forward as we’re 
describing a genuine fast bowler here - or unhur¬ 
riedly swayed out of the way of the bouncers. 
That is what separates the great players, of 
whatever sport, from the journeymen - time. 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 


TEST CRICKET WAS DENIED 



“It was as if Yehudi 
Menuhin had called 
into the Festival Hall 
of a morning, taken 
his fiddle on stage 
and reeled off fault¬ 
less, unaccompanied 
Bach all day - just 
for the pleasure of 
the cleaners, box- 
office clerks, odd 
electricians or a car¬ 
penter who chanced 
to be there - without 
central heating, of 
course - without tak¬ 
ing off his coat.” 

Tony Lewis of Barry 
Richard’s innings at an 
empty Lord’s, 1974 


y 
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MESMERISING 
NET SESSION: 

Barry Richards. 




Lionel Messi seems to have acres of space on 
the ball even when closely marked. Roger 
Federer moves like liquid and hits the ball effort¬ 
lessly even when running at full tilt. Dan Carter 
makes room on a crowded pitch where none 
seems there. Richards appeared unhurried and 
relaxed at the crease, playing the correct shot - 
or no shot at all - to whatever ball was bowled at 
him. Relaxed? With someone trying to knock his 
head off? Well, that’s how it seemed. 

And thirdly, all his strokes were straight out of 
the MCC coaching manual. In a manner of 
speaking, that is. I’ve never read the MCC book 
of coaching. Nor do I know anyone who has. It’s 
a bit of a cliche, really, used by cricketers, slight¬ 
ly tongue-in-cheek, to denote purity and ortho¬ 
doxy of technique. Presumably Richards had 
been coached in the eternal varieties of batsman- 
ship from an early age but, even so, the technical 
perfection of each stroke was exceptional. Up 
and down the land, he had been constantly held 
up as a shining example of the correct way to 
bat and it was true. He had every stroke in the 
book and every one was a thing of elegance and 
refinement. 


% 


I had heard spectators purr with appreciation 
when he started to unfurl his cultured and pol¬ 
ished shots - all round the wicket and all beauti¬ 
fully timed. When you watched him bat, you 
knew instinctively you were in the presence of 
greatness. Professional cricketers, by and large, 
are a hard-bitten lot, suspicious of anything flash, 
and not easily impressed. It takes something 
special to drag them away from a pack of cards 
in the dressing room to watch their colleagues 
batting. But whenever Richards took guard and 
played a few shots that indicated he was in the 
mood, all of us would be out there on the bal¬ 
cony watching in awe at the effortless manner in 
which he could dismantle a bowling attack. 

That is not to say that he couldn’t throw ortho¬ 
doxy to the wind and improvise when he wanted 
to. There was one occasion in the nets when he 
turned his bat around and challenged us to get 
him out with his using only the edge. Needless to 
say, he wasn’t playing Roberts on this occasion 
but even so, at the time, it seemed an outra¬ 
geous proposal. We immediately took up the 
challenge. It would be exaggerating to say that 
he hit every ball in the middle - sorry, the edge - 


f 


but we couldn’t get him out. And practising with 
him in the minutes before play, bowling a few 
looseners at him on the outfield to get his eye in, 
he would hit the ball straight back at you, no 
matter where you pitched it. 

Short outside his imaginary off stump? He 
would swipe at it cross-batted and the ball would 
land, on the bounce, in your hands. Short outside 
leg stump? Before anyone had even heard of the 
reverse sweep, he would hit a double-handed 
backhand, straight back at you. Full pitch outside 
off stump? Most of us would gratefully lean into 
it and drive it over to the other side of the 
ground. And that would be the end of the prac¬ 
tice because no one could be bothered to go 
and fetch the ball. But not Richards. He would 
turn his wrists at the last moment and send it 
straight back to you, again. And, most remark¬ 
able of all would be the one pitched up well out¬ 
side leg stump. He would do a little shimmy and 
turn it into a straight drive - straight back at you, 
of course. No wonder there was usually a tussle 
to bowl at him. It was easy. You hardly had to 
move. 

So he could rip up the rulebook if he was of a 



Competition 

The Sports Pink has three hard¬ 
back copies of Sundial in the 
Shade to give away. 

To enter, send your answer to 
the following question to 
echosport@dailyecho.co.uk by 
midday on Friday, April 10. 
Alternatively, post your answer 
to: Barry Richards Book 

Competition, Sports Pink, 
Newspaper House, Test Lane, 
Redbridge, Southampton, S016 
9JX, along with your contact 
details. 

Q: In which year did Barry 
Richards make his Hampshire 
debut? 


mind to do so and the situation warranted it. 
There is a famous photo of him in a Gillette Cup 
match against Lancashire at Bournemouth. He is 
executing an imperious cover drive. But take 
another look. The wicketkeeper, Farokh Engineer, 
is standing up to the wicket but is several feet 
outside the leg stump. What is going on? The 
Lancashire spinners had been firing it in at his leg 
stump, or even outside, to a packed leg-side 
field, in an attempt to curb his run-making. To 
counteract this ploy, he was dancing to leg and 
hitting the ball through the vacant off side. Pure 
genius. To say nothing of the impudence of it 
and the complete faith that he had in his excep¬ 
tional abilities. Bowlers thought he was taking the 
mickey. He wasn’t. The bowler bowled the ball 
and he, the batsman, would hit it. Generally 
where he liked. He loved to bat. That was the 
essence of what he did, what had defined him 
since childhood. 

There was no dancing to leg in this net prac¬ 
tice, no extravagant shots, no experimentation or 
frivolousness. He was playing each ball on its 
merits. Occasionally he would push one into the 
covers off the back foot or steer it down through 
gully. Or he would lean on one whose line had 
strayed a fraction and ease it wide of mid-on. 
There were few front-foot drives. Roberts didn’t 
pitch it up very often but there was the occasion¬ 
al square cut, not a savage one but carefully 
played with exquisite timing. Four runs, without a 
doubt. But it was how he dealt with the short ball 
that impressed me most and long stuck in my 
mind. If it was very short, too short in effect, he 
would simply sway out of the line. If it was aimed 
at his chest, he would get up on his toes and 
simply play it down. He was never rushed, never 
flustered. It was almost as if he knew when 
Roberts was going to bowl a bouncer. Later, he 
said it was all to do with where the bowler’s head 
was going as he bowled the ball. If his head went 
low, it was because he was putting in that extra 
bit of effort needed to bowl the bouncer. So, it 
seemed he could look at the bowler’s head as 
well as the ball. Sometimes you just have to 
accept that the gods apportion sporting talent 
inequitably. 

Who won the duel? I suppose you could call it 
a score draw. Roberts had not got him out. But 
nor had Richards got on top of him and hit him 


out of the firing line. Honours had been shared, 
they both might have reflected with satisfaction 
as they sipped their tea back in the dressing 
room. It had been a fascinating quarter of an 
hour, a real tussle between two superstars of the 
game. And no one, apart from their teammates 
and half a dozen interested bystanders, had wit¬ 
nessed it. It was unlikely ever to be repeated, not 
because they were in the same side but because 
one was West Indian and the other was South 
African. 

And therein lies the tragedy that runs like a 
thread through this book. By this time, South 
Africa’s isolation from the international arena 
was, to all intents and purposes, complete and 
permanent. Barry Richards knew in his heart that 
he would never add to the pitifully small total of 
four Test matches that he had played for his 
country. For a year or two after bursting upon the 
world stage with a dazzling debut series against 
Australia in 1970, he had harboured hopes that 
the ban would be temporary and that his country 
would be welcomed back into the international 
fold. But slowly he had come to dismal conclu¬ 
sion that it was never going to happen. He was 
condemned to the nomadic life of a professional 
cricketer, a hired hand wherever the money pre¬ 
sented itself, without the excitement and glory of 
testing his skills against the world’s best at the 
highest level. A 15-minute stint in the nets facing 
Andy Roberts was no consolation. 

For a while, he had managed to keep alight the 
flames of his ambition by striving for success in 
the Currie Cup for his native Natal and in the 
championship for his adopted county Hampshire. 
And there had been rewards too. Under his cap¬ 
taincy, Natal had won two Currie Cups and of 
course there was that famous win the previous 
year for Hampshire in the County Championship. 
That was all well and good. But it wasn’t Test 
cricket and Test cricket is what he craved. It was 
a bit like being perpetually on tour in provincial 
rep when all you want is to tread the boards in 
the West End. Great theatrical reputations are 
not made in little-known seaside resorts any 
more than cricket legends are forged in sleepy 
backwaters like Tunbridge Wells, Southend, 
Buxton and Basingstoke. ‘Basingstoke! I’ve still 
got a splinter in my foot from that damned wood¬ 
en floor in the dressing room,’ he would com¬ 
plain, remembering his last visit to that outpost of 
Hampshire cricket. ‘And Southampton,’ he grum¬ 
bled, ‘it may be a bustling port and it may be the 
headquarters of this team but tell me, what is 
there to do in this dull featureless city? It’s by the 
sea but I haven’t yet been able to find the 
beach.’ He tried to hide his creeping dissatisfac¬ 
tion and despair from his teammates but some¬ 
times it was difficult. 

Nothing could have reminded him more plainly 
of what he was missing than what had happened 
a couple of months earlier in the season. He had 
scored a big hundred at Lord’s and in the eyes of 
those who witnessed it, including the long-suffer¬ 
ing bowlers on the other side, it did not seem 
possible that anyone could have batted better 
that day. Even he had admitted that everything 
seemed to ping off the middle of the bat. And 
Old Father Time, up on top of the grandstand, 
was seen to nod his head in appreciation, and he 
had seen quite a few great innings on this 
famous old ground. 

But it was no Test match, Lord’s was not full, 
there were no television cameras, he did not 
return to the pavilion to a standing ovation, the 
MCC members did not cheer him as he passed 
through the Long Room on his way back to the 
dressing room. It was a bitterly cold day in late 
April, the ground was deserted and the crack of 
leather on willow had echoed eerily around the 
empty, ghostly stands. MCC were playing in the 
traditional pipe opener to the season against the 
champion county, who were of course 
Hampshire. And it had not been a powder puff 
attack that MCC had chosen. Richards had put 
to the sword bowlers of the calibre of Hendrick, 
Jackman, Knight, Edmonds and Acfield. 

Despite the rawness of the day, the Hampshire 
players had huddled together for warmth on the 
dressing room balcony, determined not to miss 
something special, a world-class batsman in the 
form of his life. I was there. I didn’t miss a ball. It 
was quite simply the greatest exhibition of bats- 
manship that I have ever seen. Mike Taylor, a 
teammate and friend, turned to me as Richards 
executed yet another majestic stroke and said, 
‘This is sheer box office, bloody marvellous. And 
no one’s here! It’s a tragedy.’ 

And it was too. That was the tragedy of Barry 
Richards. 
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IK HAMPSHIRE’S RICH 


Hamilton’s place 
among big earners 

LEWIS Hamilton says he is on 
the brink of signing a new 
Mercedes contract that could be 
worth more than £27m a year. 

The Sports Pink takes a look at 
how the other big earners in 
British sport compare to the 
Formula One world motor rac¬ 
ing champion. 

LEWIS HAMILTON: The two-time world 
champion topped the last British sporting 
rich list to be published with an estimated 
wealth of £68m. As well as his new 
Mercedes contract, which has a reported 
basic salary of £20.9m rising to £27m should 
he win the 2015 world championship, 
Hamilton nets nearly £2m from personal 
endorsements with Bombardier and IWC 
Schaffhausen and has also had lucrative tie- 
ups with Santander, Tag Heuer watches and 
Reebok. 


GARETH BALE: The Wales footballer is said 
to be the best paid British sports star cur¬ 
rently with a £23.2m package made up of a 
£256,000 weekly salary at Real Madrid as 
well as generous bonuses and sponsorship 
deals with adidas and BT Sport. The 25- 
year-old has trademarked his ‘Eleven of 
Hearts’ logo goal celebration which could 
potentially earn him £10m a year and his 
£30m net worth means he is rising up the 
wealth charts as quickly as he races down 
the wing. 

WAYNE ROONEY: The England captain’s 
longevity has given him the title of the 
Premier League’s richest player with a net 
worth now in excess of £60m. Rooney 
signed a five-and-a-half year deal at 
Manchester United in 2014 worth more than 
£70m - working out at an eye-watering 
£1,785 every hour or just under £30 every 
minute. Add £3m-plus endorsement deals 
with Nike and Samsung and there is plenty 
of spare change for Rooney to splash out on 
a few boxing lessons. 



RORY MclLROY: The world’s number one 
golfer could also be heading for the summit 
of British sport's rich list after his double 
major-winning season in 2014. Mcllroy’s 
annual earnings are set to 
surge from the 
£15.5mm mark and 
considerably swell a 
personal fortune of 
£30m. Major tri¬ 
umphs in 2011 and 
2012 brought a 
contract with Nike 
said to be worth up 
to £6m a year but the 
prospect of him com¬ 
pleting a career Grand 
Slam at next week’s Masters has prompted 
marketing experts to predict the 25-year-old 
could earn as much as £50m per annum. 


ANDY MURRAY: The Scot added £8m to 
his personal fortune when he ended Britain’s 
77-year wait for a men’s singles champion at 
Wimbledon in 2013. Murray picked up a 
£1.6m pay cheque for winning Wimbledon 
before spin-offs and his career earnings on 
the ATP Tour now stand close to £25m. 
Commercial contracts with the likes of 
American clothing brand Under Armour - 
which replaced a previous lucrative kit deal 
with adidas - and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland have seen Murray’s personal 
wealth soar to beyond £40m. 


JESSICA ENNIS-HILL: Britain’s top sports¬ 
women lag behind their male counterparts 
on the rich list with veteran golfers Laura 
Davies and Catriona Matthew said to be 
leading the field with respective personal 
totals of £8m and £7m. Olympic heptathlon 
champion Jessica Ennis-Hill has built up a 
£3m fortune through prize money, sponsor¬ 
ship endorsements and advertising cam¬ 
paigns but that figure is expected to at least 
double should she repeat her London 2012 
triumph at Rio next year. 




NEW SIGNING: Fidel 
Edwards, above right, is 
coming to Hampshire this 
summer. Left - Bajan legend 
Gordon Greenidge. 


WEST Indies fast bowler Fidel 
Edwards will be the sixth Bajan 
to play for Hampshire when he 
arrives in July. 

The 33 year-old has been snapped up 
for the Royal London One-Day Cup 
campaign and the last five LV County 
Championship matches after 
Hampshire became aware of his avail¬ 
ability during their pre-season tour of 
Barbados, writes SIMON WALTER. 

After signing, he said: “It’s an honour 
to follow other Bajans like Malcolm 
Marshall and Gordon Greenidge to 
Hampshire.” 

These are all the Barbadians to have 
played for Hampshire: 

Roy Marshall (1953-72) 

Born: Farmers Plantation, St Thomas, 
Barbados. April 251930. 

Only Phil Mead has scored more runs 
for Hampshire than the bespectacled 
white Barbadian’s 30,303 (at an average 
of 36.03). 

An attacking opening batsman known 
for pioneering the cut for six over third 
man, Marshall signed for Hampshire a 
couple of years after impressing by scor¬ 
ing 135 against them at 
Northlands Road, for 
the West Indies in 1950. 

Marshall had made 
his debut for Barbados 
as a 15-year-old but after 
being limited to four 
Tests by a strong bat¬ 
ting line-up featuring 
the three Ws - Worrell, 

Weekes and Walcott - 
he threw his lot in with 
Hampshire at the age of 
23. 

He played for 
Hampshire until 1972 
and it was his decision 
to drop himself down 
the order to allow Barry Richards to 
open the batting when the South 
African first joined Hampshire in 1968. 

Marshall Drive, the main road leading 
up to the Ageas Bowl is named after 
both Roy and his namesake Malcolm. 

Gordon Greenidge (1970-87) 

Born: Black Bess, St Peter, Barbados; May 1 
1951 

Like Roy Marshall, Gordon Greenidge 
was another Barbados-born attacking 
opening batsman who graced 
Northlands Road with his talent. 

They were teammates a for a few sea¬ 
sons in the early Seventies, but 
Greenidge went on to become a West 
Indies legend, scoring 7,558 Test runs at 
44 as well as scoring 19,840 first-class 
runs at 45.4 for Hampshire and another 
9,800 at 38 in one-day matches. 

Like Fidel Edwards, Greenidge was 
born in the St Peter parish of Barbados. 

But he was brought up in Reading and 
played a leading role in Hampshire’s 
1973 Championship title success, at the 
age of 22, when his legendary opening 
partnership with Barry Richards was at 
its peak. 

Greenidge was also the county’s last 


batsman to score 2,000 first-class runs in 
a season, in 1986. 


Malcolm Marshall (1979-93) 

Bom: Pine, Bridgetown, Barbados; April 18, 
1958 

The late, great ‘Maco’ was one of the 
best fast bowlers of all time, as a record 
of 376 Test wickets at just 20.94 apiece 
suggests. 

He gave Hampshire CCC world-class 


service for 11 seasons, taking 826 first- 
class wickets for the county at an aver¬ 
age of only 18.64, as well as 234 one-day 
wickets at 24. Maco had everything; 
pace, swing, control and a bouncer that 
made him the most feared of West 
Indies’ great attack of the 1980s. 

At his best, which was most of the 
time, he was unplayable. 

He was also a good batsman who 
scored five first class centuries for 
Hampshire. 

He averaged 24 for Hampshire and 18 
in Tests. 


JOHN HOLDER 


COUNTY CRICKET INS AND OUTS - SEE PAGES 40-45 
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SYDNEY 2010-11, v Australia, seven for 
127, England won by an innings and 83 
runs 

Anderson’s 24 wickets were among the rea¬ 
sons England famously won in Australia for 
the first time in a generation, and in between 
whitewashes down under. He demonstrated 
a memorable mastery of requirements, with 
the Kookaburra ball and in conditions which 
previously and subsequently limited him. If he 
was at his most challenging on a cloudy first 
day in Melbourne, it was at the SCG where 
he and England confirmed their domination. 

KOLKATA 2012-13, v India, six for 127, 
England won by seven wickets 

Anderson often made the most of helpful 
conditions. But there was precious little in his 
favour at Eden Gardens, apart from supreme 
skill and will. He had been a bit-part player in 
the spinners’ benefit as England levelled the 
series in Mumbai - but in this third Test, he 
gave away nothing in 43.4 overs, and needed 
great patience as well as stamina to earn the 
occasional rewards from hints of reverse¬ 
swing as Alastair Cook’s team prevailed 
again en route to a historic series success. 

NOTTINGHAM 2013, v Australia, 10 for 158, 
England won by 14 runs 

Back to Trent Bridge, fittingly, for perhaps 
Anderson’s defining moment. A titanic and 
tetchy opening Test, full of intrigue over DRS 
and remarkable last-wicket stands, also con¬ 
tained 55.5 overs from England’s pace lynch- 
pin. It was with his final delivery, shortly after 
lunch on the fifth day, that he broke Australia 
at last - Brad Haddin last out caught behind, 
on review of course - as England scrambled 
a victory from which Australia were unable to 
recover all summer. Anderson’s energy-sap¬ 
ping efforts took an inevitable toll - but he 
was back on his mettle against Sri Lanka and 
India last summer, to put himself on the brink 
of topping Botham’s tally. 


BAJANl HERITAGE 


NOTTINGHAM 2008, v New Zealand, nine 
for 98 (including innings career-best seven 
for 43), England won by an innings and 
nine runs 

Trent Bridge, with its propensity to swing, 
has always been by far Anderson’s happiest 
hunting ground. He was five years and 25 
matches into his Test career when he pro¬ 
duced these benchmark figures - making 
such short work of the New Zealanders. He 
knocked over the top seven in the Kiwis’ first 
innings, with lateral movement from a full 
length, as England wrapped up the series 2- 
0 . 


NOTTINGHAM 2010, v Pakistan, career- 
best match haul of 11 for 71, England won 
by 354 runs 

With no Trent Bridge Test in the Ashes sum¬ 
mer of 2009, Anderson had to make do with 
Chester-le-Street to torment the early-season 
West Indies tourists. But he was back in the 
swing in Nottingham against Pakistan, with 
one of his most devastating displays - mop¬ 
ping up 11 of his 32 wickets at home in 2010, 
as the tourists were hustled out for 182 and 
then just 80. 


JAMES Anderson, pictured 
below, is set to appear in his 
100th Test match when England 
take on West Indies in the first 
Test on April 13. 

Here, the Sports Pink recalls 
five of the best performances in 
his outstanding career to date: 


ELVIS REIFER 


Umpire with artist Paul Trevillion, a 
follow-up to You are the Ref, and togeth¬ 
er with Don Oslear is also credited with 
introducing the bowl-out to English 
domestic competition. 

His biography is currently being writ¬ 
ten by another former Hampshire 
cricketer, Andy Murtagh. 


Elvis Reifer (1984) 


Bom: Airy Hill, St George, Barbados, March 
211961. 


MIXED FOR¬ 
TUNES: 
Malcolm 
Marshall is a 
Hampshire 
legend but 
fellow Bajan 
Ruel 

Braithwaite, 
right, didn’t 
impress. 


Maco was touring England with the 
West Indies in 1988, the summer he 
took 35 Test wickets an incredible 12 
apiece, and 1991, when he took another 
20 at 22 each. 

So he missed Hampshire’s first two 
Lord’s final wins. So one of the high¬ 
lights of his Hampshire career was 
undoubtedly the Benson & Hedges Cup 
final win against Kent in 1992, when he 
lit up Lord’s with a 22-ball 24 and 3-33. 

He played for and coached Natal in 
the mid Nineties but tragically died at 
the age of just 41, from colon cancer, 


back home in Barbados in November 
1999. 

John Holder (1968-72) 

Bom: Superlative, St George, Barbados. 

Best known as a first-class umpire 
from 1983-2009, including ten Tests as 
well as 19 one-day internationals, but 
he was also an effective seamer in his 
five seasons with Hampshire. He took 
139 first-class wickets in 47 matches for 
the county at 24.56 apiece, including 55 


at 23.27 
in 1970. 

His 

recorded t 
his best 
figures in 
1972, 

when he took 
7-79 against 
Gloucestershire to fin¬ 
ish with a match haul of 
13-128. 

Holder also co-authored 
the book You are the 


Signed by Hampshire in 1984, the 
year Malcolm Marshall was busy help¬ 
ing the West Indies blackwash 
England 5-0 with 24 wickets at 18.2 
apiece. 

Trying to replace the irreplaceable 
Maco was an unenviable task, especial¬ 
ly as he had not played a first-class or 
List A match before arriving at 
Northlands Road, aged 23 (he only 
played 21 first-class matches in his 
entire career, including 20 for 
Hampshire) 

But the left-arm opening bowler 
took 49 first-class wickets at 35.93 
apiece for the county, a record 
boosted by his 8-108 against 
Cambridge University on debut. 

His 38 County Championship wick¬ 
ets cost a less frugal 42 apiece but he 
also made 357 runs at 19.8. 

His 19 one-day wickets for Hampshire 
cost 28 each and included a match-win¬ 
ning 3-19 against Surrey at The Oval in 
the Benson & Hedges Cup. 

He was the nephew of Floyd Reifer, 
who played six Tests and eight one-day 
internationals for the West Indies, and 
sadly died, aged 50, in Bridgetown four 
years ago. 

Ruel Brathwaite (2013-14) 

Born: Bridgetown, St Michael Barbados; 

September 6 1985. 

Took six County Championship wick¬ 
ets at 37 apiece for Hampshire in 
September 2013 but was released at the 
end of last season. 

The 29-year-old former Durham 
seamer has 71 first-class wickets at 32 
apiece but has not been signed by 
another county. 
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FiveAussies 
to fear... 


MANY are already predicting a 
miserable 2015 Ashes for 
England. 

Australia named their squad 
more than three months early on 
Tuesday, while thousands down 
under were still celebrating a 
fifth World Cup title. 

Here, the Sports Pink nomi¬ 
nates five of the Aussies most 
likely to make life tough for their 
hosts this summer. 


MITCHELL JOHNSON 

It used to be a case of ‘which Mitch’ turned up, after 
Johnson’s wild inconsistencies in the 2009 and 
2010/11 Ashes. In fact, he was not present at all for 
Australia’s 2013 defeat, on their last tour - before 
serving notice of his brutal winter revenge by dusting 
up England in an end-of-summer one-day interna¬ 
tional series win. England’s batsmen have never yet 
demonstrated they can deal with Johnson at his best, 
so can only cling to the hope - unlikely on current 
form - that he somehow regresses again. 

MITCHELL STARC 

These days, of course, for good 
measure there are two 
‘Mitches’ - three including 
emerging all-rounder 
Marsh. Arguably, and 
frighteningly for England, 
it is Stare who is the 
most dangerous of the 
two left-arm fast 
bowlers. In tandem, if 
both are on song, there is 
a taxing variety too. Both 
are very quick, but Stare 
can attack the stumps at a 
more regular full length with a high 
arm and often late swing - while Johnson’s slingy 
approach just gives the batsman nowhere to go, as 
England discovered two winters ago. 

DAVID WARNER 

If pace - Australia have three other proven frontline 
options as well as Stare and Johnson - is perhaps 
England’s biggest worry, Warner loves to hammer 
home an advantage with his combative shot-making. 
The opener, with fellow left-hander Chris Rogers his 
stoic foil at the other end, can make a merely under- 
par total appear woeful in barely a session if the 
mood takes him. It very often does, as England have 
already witnessed first hand home and away. Warner 
had a false start last time round, thanks to his 
Champions Trophy loss of temper in Birmingham, 
and will be itching to prove the points he made in 
2013/14. More than ever, England will know they 
must get him early. 



STEVEN SMITH 



At 26, by the time the Ashes begins, Smith will arrive 
on a high. His methods remain those of the player 

Australia not so long ago contin¬ 
ued to back, in the absence of 
convincing evidence why. 

But the hunch has been 
entirely vindicated by a 
prolific past 12 months. 
Smith used to fit in where 
he could, often field and 
catch brilliantly, bat pass¬ 
ably, bowl a few leg- 
breaks - and always appar¬ 
ently tell good jokes. His new 
currency as an inked-in num¬ 
ber four is pure runs - at a Test 
average above 50 - albeit with the same homespun, 
front-foot technique which looks sure to be vulnera¬ 
ble at some point but instead seems to ensure he 
middles everything that comes his way. 


BRAD HADDIN 

If any one member of Michael Clarke’s team 
embodies Australia’s edge over England, it is their 
veteran wicketkeeper. Haddin will be 38 later this 
year, yet just seems to get better - and more 
cussed. He came within less than a handful more 
defiant blows of scrambling an improbable opening 
win at Trent Bridge on his last visit. Then in the 
2013/14 5-0 whitewash of England, it was Haddin 
who had as big a say as anyone with his five 50s 
and a hundred - often just when the tourists had 
threatened a minor foothold. He dropped very little 
too, and will be more determined than ever to 
make his last trip to England an unqualified suc¬ 
cess. 



PEDIGREE: Glamorgan’s Jacques Rudolph. 


THE forthcoming English 
county cricket season promis¬ 
es to be a fascinating cam- 

I paign. 

Some of the world’s top names 
will appear at some point over the 
next few months. 

Somerset have signed West 
Indian box office star Chris Gayle 
for a handful of NatWest T20 Blast 
games. 

Ex-Hampshire men Glenn 
Maxwell and Shahid Afridi have 
been snapped up by Yorkshire and 
Northants respectively. 

And then there is Kevin 
Pietersen, yet another former 
Ageas Bowl favourite. 

KP has recently re-signed for 
Surrey and will play 
Championship cricket in a bid to 
force his way back into the England 
reckoning. 

Here, the Sports Pink rounds up 
the ins and outs around the 18 first 
class counties. 

DERBYSHIRE 

Derbyshire fans could be in for a 
treat this season from their two 
overseas batsmen. 

Kiwi Martin Guptill hit the head¬ 
lines two years ago when he 
blazed 189 in an ODI against 
England at Hampshire’s Ageas 
Bowl - the highest limited overs 
innings ever at the West End 
venue. 

He recently passed that with a 
startling 237 against the West 
Indies in the World Cup semi¬ 
finals. 

That was the second highest indi- 
• vidual score in ODI history - but 
I the best in World Cup history - and 
■ was made off 163 balls with 11 sixes 
I and 24 fours. 

Guptill is due to leave the mid- 
| lands in June, after which Sri 

! Lankan star Tillakaratne Dilshan 
arrives for a stint. 

Seam bowler Nathan 
Rimmington, who played a handful 
of games for Hampshire in 2014, has 
also been recruited. 

The 32-year-old will predomi¬ 
nantly play in t20 matches. 

Overseas player 2014: Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul (West Indies); 
Marcus North (Australia); 
Cheteshwar Pujara (India) 

Overseas player 2015: Martin 
Guptill (New Zealand, until early 
June); Tillakaratne Dilshan (Sri 
Lanka, June and early August 
until end of the season), Nathan 
Rimmington (Australia) 

Ins: Shiv Thakor 


(Leicestershire), Will Davis 
(YTH), Adam Wheatcroft (YTH), 
Harry White (YTH), Wayne White 
(Lancashire) 

Outs: Tim Groenewald 

(Somerset), Mark Turner (REL), 
Matt Higginbottom (REL), Gareth 
Cross (REL) 

DURHAM 

Australian all-rounder John 
Hastings is back for a second sum¬ 
mer in Durham. 

The 29-year-old, who played one 


Test in 2012, took 37 wickets at 
21.94 last summer as well as aver¬ 
aging 25.92 with the bat in eight 
matches. 

Overseas player 2014: Kumar 
Sangakkara (Sri Lanka); John 
Hastings (Australia); Varun Aaron 
(India) 

Overseas player 2015: John 
Hastings (Australia) 

Ins: none 

Outs: Gareth Breese (REL) 


WORLD CUP 
DOUBLE TON 
Martin Guptill 


Kiwi batsman 
Jesse Ryder is 
back again at 
Chelmsford after a 
first stint with Essex 
last summer. 

He impressed in the Royal 
London Cup 50-over tourna¬ 
ment, top scoring for the county 
with 369 runs at an impressive 
average of 92.25. 


Overseas player 2014: Jesse 
Ryder (New Zealand) 


_ 
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Outs: Ben 

F o a k e s 


Jacques Rudolph will skipper 
the Welsh county in all formats in 
2015. 

The South African was the top 
scorer in last year’s Royal London 
50-over tournament, with 575 runs 
at 82.14 with three centuries and 
three half centuries from eight 
innings. 


Overseas player 2014: Jacques 
Rudolph (South Africa); Darren 
Sammy (West Indies) 

Overseas player 2015: Jacques 
Rudolph (South Africa) 

Ins: James Kettleborough 

(Northants), Craig Meschede 
(Somerset, season-long loan), 
Cohn Ingram (KPK) 

Outs: Murray Goodwin (RET), 
Gareth Rees (RET), Stewart 
Walters (REL), Tom Lancefield 
(REL), Mike Reed (REL), Jim 


Allenby (Somerset) 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Gloucestershire have signed 
Australia-born batsman Peter 
Handscomb for all competitions 
during the 2015 season. 

The 23-year-old was born in 
Melbourne but also holds a British 
passport through his English par¬ 
ents. 

He hit 103 not out off 64 balls for 
the Melbourne Stars against 
Michael Carberry’s Perth 
Scorchers in this winter's Big Bash 
League. 

He also struck two Sheffield 
Shield centuries batting at number 
six. 

Ex-England wicket-keeper 
Geraint Jones will take over as 
captain in four-day cricket from 
Michael Klinger having arrived 
from Kent. 

Overseas player 2014: Michael 
Klinger (Australia); Mark Craig 
(New Zealand) 

Overseas player 2015: Michael 
Klinger (Australia, from June) 

Ins: Tom Hampton 

(Buckinghamshire), Kieran 
Noema-Barnett (UKP), Geraint 
Jones (Kent), Peter Handscomb 
(UKP) 

Outs: Will Gidman 

(Nottinghamshire), Alex Gidman 
(Worcestershire), Graeme 

McCarter (REL) 

HAMPSHIRE 

Overseas player 2014: Kyle 
Abbott (South Africa); Glenn 
Maxwell (Australia); Nathan 
Rimmington (Australia), Imran 
Tahir (South Africa) 

Overseas player 2015: Jackson 
Bird (Australia, first three months 
of season); Yasir Arafat (Pakistan, 
for one-day cricket); Fidel 
Edwards (West Indies, second half 
of season) 

Ins: Andre Adams 

(Nottinghamshire, on short-term 
deal as player-coach), Yasir Arafat 
(Sussex), Gareth Berg (Middlesex), 
Owais Shah (free agent), Fidel 
Edwards 

Outs: David Balcombe (Surrey), 
Michael Bates (REL), Ruel 
Brathwaite (REL), Matt Coles (Kent) 

Continued on page 42 
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Cosker 
relishing 
KP test 

KEVIN Pietersen can be assured of a 
polite welcome, and a stern test of his 
renewed England ambition, when he 
returns to the LV= County Championship 
this month. 

Dean Cosker, one of his earliest oppo¬ 
nents, is relishing the chance to take on 
the superstar batsman again - having 
twice dismissed him already, albeit he 
admits at the cost of a few runs too. 

Cosker is a veteran mainstay in the 
Glamorgan team set to face the former 
Hampshire batsman, pictured below, in 
his first championship foray since 2013, 
and only his eighth in four seasons since 
he moved to Surrey. 

The 37-year-old was one of several rep¬ 
resentatives from county clubs speaking 
at Wednesday’s England and Wales 
Cricket Board launch of the new champi¬ 
onship season. 

Pietersen risked antagonising prospec¬ 
tive opponents this summer, as he tries to 
restate his case for an England recall after 
his sacking 14 months ago, when he 
recently described some of 
them as “muppets”. 

But if any have taken 
offence, the measured 
Cosker is not among 
them. 

That does not 
mean he will be shy, 
though, when his 
chance comes on April 
19 to see off Pietersen 
again - and uphold the 
ditional success left-arm orthodox 
bowlers have often had against the 
record-breaking batsman. 

“Luckily enough, we’ve got a left-arm 
spinner that might be able to get him out,” 
Cosker said, with a grin. “That’s the plan.” 

Cosker is not about to hold it against 
Pietersen if there was an implied dismissal 
of the talents of some in county cricket. 

“I don’t think professional players really 
take that on board,” he said. 

“Every professional cricketer has that 
professional pride, so I don’t think it 
needs anyone to rile them in that way. 

“I’ve always been taught to respect the 
game in any way you can. As soon as you 
start disrespecting the sport, then it gets a 
little bit awkward. 

“It’s respecting your opposition, whoev¬ 
er they are, and I’m sure Kevin has played 
against worse, and better, players than 
myself. 

“So it’s all about humility and respect.” 

Success against Pietersen, in just 
Glamorgan’s second fixture of their 
Division Two season, will have only a 
fleeting impact on their fortunes. 

In the more medium term, Cosker - who 
won the championship as a teenager 
when Glamorgan last earned the silver¬ 
ware in 1997 - is both realistic and opti¬ 
mistic. 

“It’s a bit if a Catch 22 really, because 
we’ve got quite a limited number of pro¬ 
fessional players in our squad. 

“I think our first XI is pretty strong - but 
it’s the strength in depth of squads (that 
often counts). 

“If we can challenge for promotion, that 
would be good. 

“We’ve got a lot of young guys who 
haven’t got a lot of first-class experience, 
and on the other flip-side we have four of 
five with quite a lot of it. 

“So it’s just finding that balance to 
maintaining that consistent level through 
the season.” 
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Wisden on Grace: An Anthology 
Edited by Jonathan Rice 

Sportsbookofthemonth.com price: 

£16 saving £4 on rrp 

BY HAPPY coincidence, the phenome¬ 
nal cricketing career of William Gilbert 
(‘W.G’) Grace began only a year after 
Wisden was first published. That the 
great man made it into the second edi¬ 
tion when aged just 16 is testament to 
his outstanding ability. 

He appeared in every one thereafter 
too as his playing career spanned an 
incredible 44 years (1865-1908) and no 
doubt there has been mention of his 
extraordinary feats in most editions 
since. 

His colossal influence upon the game 
was noted in the obituary published in 
Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack which 
stated that, “In no branch of sport has 
anyone ever enjoyed such an unques¬ 
tioned supremacy.” Since his death in 
1915 at the relatively young age of 67, 
perhaps only Muhammad Ali and Tiger 
Woods at their respective peaks could 
be said to have exerted as much influ¬ 
ence on their chosen sports as Grace 
did on cricket. 

Grace was renowned as a large man 
who enjoyed his food and drink almost 
as much as his cricket - where he was 
a serial innovator in the technical 
sense. Indeed, one Wisden report said 
that Grace “greatly enlarged the 
domain of orthodoxy,” another way of 
saying that some of his strokes were 
not quite ‘text¬ 
book’. 

He was also 
regularly 
accused of 
sharp practice, 
especially later in 
his career, but 
such accusa¬ 
tions merely 
serve to highlight 
the broadest 
competitive 
streak which saw him become the first 
man to score a century of hundreds - 
when aged 47. 

Wisden acknowledged his ability to 
push cricket’s rules to their limit in 
1897 when the almanack’s editor 
wrote: “Grace’s position has for years 
been an anomalous one, but nice cus¬ 
toms curtsy to kings.” 

Yet it would be wrong to concentrate 
solely on the controversies that sur¬ 
rounded ‘WG’ throughout an incredibly 
long career. Let us not forget that he 
had such a good batting eye that in 
1874, to even one match up, Grace 
agreed to discard his bat and play with 
a broomstick - he made the game’s 
second-highest score. Nor was his abil¬ 
ity limited to batting - he took ten wick¬ 
ets in a match on an astonishing 66 
occasions. 

Many of his records have been sur¬ 
passed, but Grace’s pre-eminence 
remains unchallenged, even by greats 
such as Don Bradman; this wonderful 
book reminds us why. 

QUIZ QUESTION: 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book 
of the Month and have a copy of 
Wisden on Grace to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, go to 
their website (www.sportsbookofthe- 
month.com) and answer the following 
question: 

Where was WG Grace born? 




From page 41 

KENT 

Overseas player 2014: Doug 
Bollinger (Australia) 

Overseas player 2015: TBC 

Ins: Sam Weller (YTH), Ryan 
Davies (YTH), Joe Denly 
(Middlesex), Matt Coles 
(Hampshire) 

Outs: Geraint Jones 

(Gloucestershire), Mark Davies 
(RET) 

Kent recently re-signed Matt Coles 
after the all-rounder was released 
from his Hampshire contract. 

The 24-year-old came through 
Kent's academy and made his first- 
class debut for the club in 2009. 

He joined Hampshire on a three- 
year deal in September 2013 follow¬ 
ing an initial spell on loan at the 
Ageas Bowl, but left by mutual con¬ 
sent last month. 

Coles took 41 wickets in 15 
Championship matches last sum¬ 
mer as Hampshire won promotion to 
Division One. 

The England Lions player was also 
a regular member of the club's limit¬ 
ed-overs sides last summer, taking a 
combined total of 27 wickets in the 
One-Day Cup and T20 Blast. 

But a Hampshire statement said 
Coles had not “settled as he, or we, 
would have liked.” 

The right-handed seam bowler and 
left-handed batsman has taken 195 
first-class wickets at an average of 
29.48 and scored 1,547 first-class runs 
at 19.58. 

LANCASHIRE 

Lancashire will have Australia 
pace bowler Peter Siddle as their 
overseas player for most of the sea¬ 
son. 


Foxes in 2015. 

Cosgrove also cuts it in the one- 
day arena, having made almost 
2,000 runs for Glamorgan. 

Overseas player 2014: 
Ramnaresh Sarwan (West Indies); 
Scott Styris (New Zealand) 

Overseas player 2015: Clint 
McKay (Australia, from 26 
April), Grant Elliott (New 
Zealand, for T20, initially for first 
10 matches) 

Ins: Aadil Ali (YTH), Zak 
Chappell (YTH), Neil Pinner 
(YTH), Mark Cosgrove (UKP) 


The 30-year-old will be with the 
Red Rose county from the beginning 
of the season until the end of July. 

Siddle, who was with 
Nottinghamshire last year, has 
taken 192 wickets in 56 Tests and 
played every match in the two Ashes 
series in 2013-14. 

Overseas player 2014: Junaid Khan 
(Pakistan); Usman Khawaja 
(Australia) 

Overseas player 2015: Peter Siddle 
(Australia, start of season until July) 

Ins: Nathan Buck (Leicestershire), 
Haseeb Hameed (YTH), Matthew 
Parkinson (YTH), Saqib Mahmood 


(YTH), George Edwards (Surrey), 
Alviro Petersen (KPK) 

Outs: Andrea Agathangelou 
(REL), Oliver Newby (REL), Kabir 
Ali (REL), Wayne White 
(Derbyshire) 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

New coach Andrew McDonald 
has persuaded his former South 
Australian colleague Mark 
Cosgrove to sign for two years. 

The former Glamorgan batsman 
- he scored 2,823 first-class runs at 
an average of 52.27 in three sum¬ 
mers in Wales - will captain the 
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James Kettleborough (Glamorgan) 

Northants have signed Pakistan’s 
former Hampshire all-rounder 
Shahid Afridi for the first six T20 
Blast games of 2015. 

The big-hitting 34-year-old has a 
wealth of experience from 153 T20 
games and 393 one day internation¬ 
als. 

Afridi, who helped Hampshire 
reach the T20 finals day in 2011, has 
bagged 177120 wickets in his career 
- only 14 men have ever taken 
more. 

“He doesn't need a big introduc¬ 
tion. He is one of the top one-day 
cricketers of the last decade,” 
Northants coach David Ripley has 
enthused. 





Outs: Shiv Thakor 

(Derbyshire), Nathan Buck 
(Lancashire), Josh Cobb 
(Northants), Greg Smith 
(Nottinghamshire), 
Anthony Ireland 
(REL), Michael 
Thornely (REL) 

MIDDLESEX 



Overseas player 
2014: Chris Rogers 
(Australia), Dan 
Christian 
(Australia) 


Overseas player 2015: Adam 
Voges (Australia) 

Ins: Max Holden (YTH), George 
Scott (YTH), Robbie White (YTH), 
Nick Compton (Somerset), James 
Franklin (New Zealand - as EUP, 
subject to ECB approval) 

Outs: Gareth Berg (Hampshire), 
Adam Rossington (Northants), 
Ollie Wilkin (REL), Joe Denly 
(Kent) 

One-time Hampshire batsman 
Adam Voges will replace fellow 
Australian Chris Rogers as 
Middlesex's Championship cap¬ 
tain. 


NORTHANTS 


Overseas player 2014: Richard 
Levi (South Africa), Ian Butler 
(New Zealand), Neil Wagner (New 
Zealand) 

Overseas player 2015: Rory 
Kleinveldt (South Africa), Shahid 
Afridi (Pakistan, for T20 until mid- 
June) 

Ins: Josh Cobb (Leicestershire), 
Adam Rossington (Middlesex), Saif 
Zaib (YTH), Richard Levi (KPK) 

Outs: David Sales (RET), Andrew 
Hall (REL), Matthew Spriegel 
(RET), James Middlebrook (REL), 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Overseas player 2014: Peter Siddle 
(Australia); James Franklin (New 
Zealand) 

Overseas player 2015: Vernon 
Philander (South Africa, start of 
season until early June), Ben 
Hilfenhaus (Australia, from early 
June), Darren Sammy (West Indies, 
for T20 from 31 May-12 June) 

Ins: Will Gidman 

(Gloucestershire), Greg Smith 
(Leicestershire), Brendan Taylor 
(Zimbabwe, as KPK, subject to ECB 
approval) 

Outs: Phil Jaques (REL), Andre 
Adams (Hampshire), Sam Kelsall 
(REL), Ajmal Shahzad (Sussex). 

Nottinghamshire have signed two 
overseas players to bolster their 
seam bowling department in 2015. 

South Africa bowling all-rounder 
Vernon Philander, a former Kent, 
Middlesex and Somerset fast 
bowler, will feature in six 
Championship and three T20 Blast 
matches. 

And Australian Ben Hilfenhaus, 
31, will make his debut in English 
county cricket when he comes in to 
replace Philander from 5 June. 

“It is becoming increasingly diffi¬ 
cult to recruit an overseas player of 
high quality to spend an entire sea¬ 
son in county cricket, so we're very 
pleased to have two high quality 
bowlers sharing the spot,” said 
director of cricket Mick Newell. 

SOMERSET 

Overseas player 2014: Alviro 
Petersen (South Africa), Dirk 
Nannes (Australia); Cohn Ingram 
(South Africa) 

Continued on page 44 
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Peters hails 
Ttott fight 

THE renowned sports psychiatrist Dr Steve 
Peters claims he did little more than give 
Jonathan Trott the tools to rebuild his 
England career. 

Warwickshire batsman Trott, pictured 
below, touched down in the West Indies 
with England on Thursday night, back in 
the international set-up for the first time 
since leaving last winter's Ashes tour with 
a stress-related illness. 

Trott has spoken openly of his struggles 
since, but has slowly rehabilitated his 
career with both Warwickshire and the 
England Lions and is now on the brink of 
returning to Tests. 

The 33-year-old has worked extensively 
with Dr Peters during the last year, learn¬ 
ing from a man who has done notable 
work with the British cycling team, 

Liverpool FC and Ronnie O’Sullivan, and 
who introduced the ‘Chimp Paradox’ in a 
bid to help people better manage their 
own minds. 

But speaking in The Independent, Peters 
said there is no magic cure and that Trott 
had worked hard to counter his problems, 
which he described as “situational anxi¬ 
ety”. 

He wrote: “He ticked all the boxes. It 
was a foregone conclusion to me that he 
would make massive progress -1 just 
hoped that he would then perform as he 
has been doing and justify his place. Now 
he has done that. 

“He’s an incredible 
cricketer. The advice I 
give to most of the 
people I work with is 
not to go public 
because obviously 
you’re training peo¬ 
ple to do a skill. A lot 
of people don’t under¬ 
stand it is a skill and 
therefore you might not get it 
right. 

“People are expecting a magic-wand 
cure and that’s not really the way it works. 
Jonathan decided he wanted to go public 
about this because he has done so well. 

“It’s a credit to the man. You can have 
periods in sport, sometimes a whole sea¬ 
son, when things just aren’t happening 
and you're just digging even harder to 
make it happen again - that’s effectively 
what Jonathan has done. 

“From a psychological point of view, 
Jonathan is quite robust and certainly 
determined. It was just a case of giving 
him the tools to understand what was 
going on.” 

Peters, who helped mentor the golden 
generation of British cyclists and also 
worked with O’Sullivan for his last two 
world titles, can see no reason why Trott 
will not make a successful return to Test 
cricket. 

“What Jonathan did was to take it very 
seriously, he meant business, which is a 
measure of the man,” he added. 

“He was very open, hard-working, and 
what I effectively told him to do was to get 
some insights into the way his mind was 
working. Then it was up to him to operate 
his mind in the way he wanted it to, rather 
than it dictating to him what was going 
happen. 

“I don’t have a recipe for people. It’s up 
to the player himself to manage the mind 
in the way they want to in the future. 

That’s something anyone can do, it’s not 
something you only do when you’re dis¬ 
tressed. Jonathan had what became a sit¬ 
uational anxiety, and once that was under¬ 
stood, he was able to manage it. 

“My feeling is that he’ll do very well and 
he won’t have any problems now because 
he has that insight.” 
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Five memorable 
Masters moments 

THE US Masters almost always 
produces dramatic golf worthy of 
the beautiful backdrop of 
Augusta National. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 
five of the most memorable 
moments. 


1 -1986, Nicklaus rolls 
back the years 

Jack Nicklaus was 46 years old, had not 
won a tournament in two years or a 
major in six, and was being written off as 
a spent force. But the Golden Bear pro¬ 
duced one more back-nine charge in the 
50th Masters, coming home in 30 for a 
final round of 65 to beat Greg Norman 
and Tom Kite by a single shot. Nicklaus 
went eagle-birdie-birdie on the 15th, 16th 
and 17th and the sight of him holding his 
putter aloft as the birdie putt on 17 
tracked towards the hole remains one of 
golf's most iconic images. 


2 - 2004, Mickelson ends 
major drought 



“I don’t think any Masters will ever com¬ 
pare to the 86 Masters but, for me, this 
one does.” That was the ver¬ 
dict of an emotional Phil 
Mickelson after he 
had broken his major 
duck at the 47th 
time of asking. 

Mickelson had 
shared the lead 
with Chris Di Marco 
heading into the 
final round, but 
struggled to a front- 
nine 38 before a brilliant 
back nine of 31, culminating 
in a decisive birdie on the 18th, was 
enough to beat Ernie Els by a shot after 
the South African's excellent 67. 


3 -1996, Norman’s 
nightmare 

Not a moment as such, more of a four- 
hour meltdown that has now even 
inspired a book detailing every shot of 
the dramatic final round. Greg Norman 
led from the outset after an opening 63, 
the joint lowest score ever in a major 
championship and only the second 63 
ever at Augusta, and after adding rounds 
of 69 and 71 he was six shots clear of 
Nick Faldo. However, his lead was down 
to two shots by the turn and a back nine 
of 40 - despite two birdies - meant a 
closing 78 to Faldo’s 67 and a five-shot 
winning margin for the Englishman. 

4 - 2611, Mdlroy’s 
meltdown 

A 21-year-old Rory Mcllroy looked nailed 
on for his first major triumph, leading the 
field by four going into the final round. 

But a barely believable round of 80 cost 
him the green jacket, the Northern 
Irishman finishing a staggering 10 shots 
behind South African winner Chari 
Schwartzel. A wild drive at the 10th, fin¬ 
ishing at a point no ball had seen before 
down near the on-course cabins, 
summed up Mcllroy's misery. 

5 - 2605, Woods is a 
sponsor’s dream 

Woods was protecting a one-shot lead 
over Chris DiMarco when a poor tee shot 
on the 16th looked to have left him an 
impossible shot from over the green. 
However, the world number one used the 
severe contours of the green to his advan¬ 
tage, the ball trickling down a slope 
towards the hole. It seemed certain to stop 
on the edge, but after the cameras zoomed 
in on a perfectly-displayed sponsor’s logo, 
one last roll saw it fall into the cup. 



Overseas player 2015: Abdur 
Rehman (Pakistan), Sohail Tanvir 
(Pakistan, for first half of T20 sea¬ 
son), Corey Anderson (New 
Zealand, for second half of T20 sea¬ 
son after NZ tour of England), Chris 
Gayle (first six T20 games). 

Ins: Tim Groenewald 

(Derbyshire), Ollie Sale (YTH), Tim 
Rouse (YTH), Sam Wyatt-Haines 
(YTH), Jim Allenby (Glamorgan), 
Tom Cooper (EUP) 

Outs: James Burke (Surrey), Nick 
Compton (Middlesex), Craig 
Meschede (Glamorgan, season-long 
loan) 

Somerset recently announced the 
star signing of West Indies opener 
Chris Gayle to play up to six match- 
es during this summer’s T20 Blast. 

The box office sensation will 
arrive on either 22 or 29 May, 
depending on how far his Royal 
Challengers Bangalore franchise 
progress in the Indian Premier 
League. 

The big-hitting Jamaican, 35, has 
made 13 centuries in T20 cricket - 
more than anyone else in history. 

“Signing a world-class player of 
the quality of Chris Gayle is 
tremendously exciting for the 
club,” said director of cricket 
Matthew Maynard. 

The left-hander is one of the most 
charismatic and entertaining play¬ 
ers in world cricket, having played 
103 Tests, 269 one-day internation¬ 
als and 45 T20 matches for the West 
Indies since his debut in 1999. 

Gayle could make his Somerset 
debut in their home game against 
Sussex on 22 May, or against Essex 
at Chelmsford a week later. 

Somerset have also signed ex- 
Hampshire seamer Sohail Tanvir 
for the first half of the T20 Blast 
campaign. 

SURREY 


Overseas player 2014: Graeme 
Smith (South Africa), Robin 
Peterson (South Africa), Hashim 
Amla (South Africa), Tillakaratne 
Dilshan (Sri Lanka) 

Overseas player 2015: Kumar 
Sangakkara (Sri Lanka) 

Ins: Ben Foakes (Essex), James 
Burke (Somerset), David Balcombe 
(Hampshire), Kevin Pietersen (free 
agent) 

Outs: Tom Jewell (REL), Kevin 
OBrien (had been contracted for 
T20), Jack Winslade (REL), George 
Edwards (Lancashire). 

Former Hampshire batsman 
Kevin Pietersen has rejoined 
Surrey for the 2015 season in a bid 
to win a sensational England recall. 

He has signed a deal to play pri¬ 
marily first-class cricket and will 


REMODELLED ACTION: 
Saeed Ajmal. 


appear in Surrey's County 
Championship opener against 
Glamorgan, from 19 April. 

Pietersen, 34, wants to win back 
his England place in time for the 
Ashes series starting on 12 July in 
Cardiff. 

Four-time Ashes winner 
Pietersen was told he was no 
longer part of England's plans in 
February 2014 following the 5-0 
whitewash by Australia down 
under. 

But he was given hope of a recall 
when incoming England & Wales 
Cricket Board chairman Colin 
Graves said last month that 
Pietersen would be considered - 
providing he played county crick¬ 
et. 

“Even if this does not work out 
and I do not get back in the 
England team, I will at least end 


my career knowing I gave it anoth¬ 
er shot,” Pietersen, who is donat¬ 
ing his Surrey wages to his chari¬ 
table foundation, admitted. 

SUSSEX 

Overseas player 2014: Steve 
Magoffin (Australia); Yasir Arafat 
(Pakistan) 

Overseas player 2015: Steve 
Magoffin (Australia); Mahela 
Jayawardene (Sri Lanka, for first 
half of T20 competition) 

Ins: Tymal Mills (Essex), Ajmal 
Shahzad (Nottinghamshire) 

Outs: Yasir Arafat (Hampshire), 

Jon Lewis (RET, is to become 
bowling coach), Rory Hamilton- „ 

Brown (RET) ^--V 











































SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2015 


THE DAILY ECHO 


45 



Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 



Veteran Sri Lanka batsman 
Mahela Jayawardene will make 
his English county debut for 
Sussex in the first half of their T20 
Blast campaign. 

The 37-year-old, who has played 
149 Tests, will be available for 
Sussex’s first seven matches of the 
tournament. 

Jayawardene has scored 4,051 
runs at an average of 28.73 in 170 
Twenty20 games, including 55 at 
international level. 

The Colombo-born right-hander 
has scored more than 11,000 runs 
in both Test matches and one-day 
internationals. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

Off-spinner Jeetan Patel will again 
be the county’s main overseas play¬ 
er in all competitions in 2015. 


The 34-year-old took 107 wickets 
in all competitions last season as 
the Bears won the T20 Blast title, 
as well as finishing runners-up in 
the County Championship and 
Royal London One-Day Cup. 

The son of Indian parents, Patel 
was brought up in New Zealand 
and made his Warwickshire debut 
in 2009. 

He did not feature in the 
Championship until three years 
later, though. 

Overseas player 2014: Jeetan 
Patel (New Zealand); Shoaib Malik 
(Pakistan) 

Overseas player 2015: Jeetan 
Patel (New Zealand) 

Ins: none 

Outs: Jim Troughton (retired) 


WORCESTERSHIRE 

Overseas player 2014: Saeed 
Ajmal (Pakistan); Colin Munro 
(New Zealand); Mitchell 
McClenaghan (New Zealand) 

Overseas player 2015: Colin 
Munro (New Zealand, for T20); 
Saeed Ajmal (Pakistan, for second 
half of season but possibly earlier 
depending on international com¬ 
mitments) 

Ins: Alex Gidman 

(Gloucestershire) 

Outs: Nick Harrison (REL), Matt 
Pardoe (REL), Graeme Cessford 
(REL) 

Pakistan off-spinner Saeed 
Ajmal will return for a third spell 
with Worcestershire. 

The 37-year-old was cleared to 


action. 

However, he failed to satisfy 
doubts about the legality of his 
deliveries in time for the World Cup 
and withdrew from Pakistan’s 
squad for the showpiece tourna¬ 
ment in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Ajmal played a key, if controver¬ 
sial, role in Worcestershire’s pro¬ 
motion 
to the 
First 


Division 
of the 
County Cham¬ 
pionship last season by taking 
wickets with an action subsequent¬ 
ly found to contravene the rule- 
book. 

He bagged 63 wickets in only nine 
Championship games in 2014. 

YORKSHIRE 

Overseas player 2014: Kane 
Williamson (New Zealand); Aaron 
Finch (Australia) 

Overseas player 2015: Younus 
Khan (Pakistan, start of season 
until Finch arrives); Aaron Finch 
(Australia, from end of May after 
IPL); Glenn Maxwell (Australia, for 
T20); Kane Williamson (New 
Zealand, for last three County 
Championship matches of season) 

Ins: Josh Shaw (YTH) 

Outs: Azeem Rafiq (REL) 

World Cup winning pair Aaron 
Finch and Glenn Maxwell will don 
the White Rose in 2015. 

Batsman Finch, 28, spent part of 
last season with Yorkshire and will 
return after his Indian Premier 
League commitments end in May. 

Finch will be available for all for¬ 
mats of the game, but all-rounder 
Maxwell, 26, who also has an IPL 
contract, will only feature in the 
T20 Blast. 

Maxwell exploded onto the 
English county scene in 2012 during 
his debut T20 season with 
Hampshire, before playing for 
Surrey in 2013. 

Maxwell returned to Hampshire 
for last summer’s T20, but was a big 
disappointment. 

His confidence will no doubt be 
up, though, after starring for 
Australia in their World Cup win, 
being chosen for the tournament’s 
all-star XI. 

Finch returns to Headingley after 
scoring 291 runs in five 
Championship games at an average 
of 48.5 last summer, plus 256 runs in 
10 T20 Blast appearances. 

Key 

KPK: Kolpak contract, REL: Released, RET: Retired, 

YTH: From youth teams, EUP: European Union passport 
UKP: Recently obtained UK passport. 


AUGUSTA: 

Hole-by-hole guide 

Holes ranked from 1 (most difficult) to 18 (least diffi¬ 
cult) based on how the course played in 2014. 

1st (Tea Olive), 445 yards, par four: A deep bunker 
on the right of the fairway and trees both sides make 
for a daunting start, while long and left of the undulat¬ 
ing green both spell big trouble. Unsurprisingly played 
the hardest hole on the course in 2012 and ranked 
second in 2013. 

2014 average: 4.30 (rank 3) 

2nd (Pink Dogwood), 575 yards, par five: Driving into 
the trees on the left cost Padraig Harrington a nine in 
2009, but Louis Oosthuizen memorably holed his sec¬ 
ond shot for an albatross in the final round in 2012 
before losing in a play-off to Bubba Watson. An impor¬ 
tant early birdie chance. 

2014 average: 4.73 (rank 17) 

3rd (Flowering Peach), 350 yards, par four: Shortest 
par four on the course but a pear-shaped green with 
steep slope in front allows for some wicked pin posi¬ 
tions. 2011 winner Chari Schwartzel pitched in for 
eagle in the final round. 

2014 average: 4.07 (rank 13) 

4th (Flowering Crab Apple), 240 yards, par three: 

The back tee - not always used - turns it into a beast 
with the green sloping from back to front. Phil 
Mickelson took six here in the final round in 2012 and 
finished two shots outside the play-off. Jeff Sluman's 
ace in 1992 remains the only hole-in-one here in 
Masters history. 

2014 average: 3.40 (rank 2) 

5th (Magnolia), 455 yards, par four: Jack Nicklaus 
twice holed his second shot in 1995 and Colin 
Montgomerie did it in 2000, but it is another devilishly 
difficult green. To clear the fairway bunkers requires a 
315-yard carry. 

2014 average: 4.11 (rank 11) 

6th (Juniper), 180 yards, par three: From a high tee 
to a green with a huge slope in it. Five holes-in-one - 
including Jamie Donaldson in 2013 - but Jose Maria 
Olazabal took seven in 1991 and lost by one to Ian 
Woosnam, while Arnold Palmer has also run up a 
seven. 

2014 average: 3.14 (rank 10) 

7th (Pampas), 450 yards, par four: What used to be a 
real birdie chance has been lengthened by 35-40 
yards, while trees were also added and the putting 
surface reshaped. More bunkers - five - around the 
green than any other hole. 

2014 average: 4.25 (rank 5) 

8th (Yellow Jasmine), 570 yards, par five: The 
bunker on the right, about 300 yards out, pushes play¬ 
ers left and from there it is harder to find the green in 
two up the steep hill. Still a good birdie chance and 
Bruce Devlin made an albatross two in 1967. 

2014 average: 4.75 (rank T15) 

9th (Carolina Cherry), 460 yards, par four: The tee 
was pushed back 30 yards in 2002. The raised green, 
with two bunkers on the left, tilts sharply from the back 
and anything rolling off the front can continue down for 
50-60 yards. 

2014 average: 4.10 (rank 12) 

10th (Camellia), 495 yards, par four: A huge drop 
from tee to green on this dogleg left and over all the 
years of the Masters the most difficult hole. It was here 
that Rory Mcllroy began to fall apart in 2011 with a 
seven, while Watson clinched the title in 2012 by mak¬ 
ing par in the play-off from the trees. 

2014 average: 4.24 (rank T6) 

11th (White Dogwood), 505 yards, par four: The start 
of Amen Corner. Toughest hole in 2011 and 2014, with 
the water front and left scaring many. Best remem¬ 
bered for Larry Mize's chip-in in 1987 and Nick Faldo's 
back-to-back play-off wins. 

2014 average: 4.47 (rank 1) 

12th (Golden Bell), 155 yards, par three: Probably 
the most famous par three in golf. Narrow target, water 
in front, trouble at the back, it has seen everything 
from a one to Tom Weiskopf's 13 in 1980. Mcllroy 
four-putted it in 2011. 

2014 average: 3.25 (rank 4) 

13th (Azalea), 510 yards, par five: The end of Amen 
Corner. Massive dogleg left with scores ranging from 
Jeff Maggert's albatross two in 1994 to Tommy 
Nakajima's 13 in 1978. Bubba Watson's enormous 
drive here in 2014 left him with just a sand wedge into 
the green to set up a birdie. 

2014 average: 4.70 (rank 18) 

14th (Chinese Fir), 440 yards, par four: The only hole 
on the course without a bunker, but three putts are 
common on the wickedly difficult green. Course record 
holder Nick Price took eight here in 1993, while Phil 
Mickelson holed his approach en route to 2010 victory. 
2014 average: 4.20 (rank 9) 

15th (Firethorn), 530 yards, par five: Often a tough 
decision whether to go for the green in two across the 
pond on the hole where Gene Sarazen sank his 235- 
yard four-wood shot for an albatross in 1935. There 
have also been three 11s here. 

2014 average: 4.75 (rank T15) 

16th (Redbud), 170 yards, par three: Tiger Woods’ 
memorable chip-in in 2005 came the same year as 73- 
year-old Billy Casper's 14, while Padraig Harrington 
and Ian Poulter are among 15 players to record holes- 
in-one. 

2014 average: 2.95 (rank 14) 

17th (Nandina), 440 yards, par four: The famous 
Eisenhower Tree has been removed after suffering 
storm damage, making for an easier tee shot on the 
hole Justin Rose double-bogeyed when one off the 
lead in 2007. Jack Nicklaus birdied here to take the 
lead as he won his 18th major in 1986. 

2014 average: 4.23 (rank T6) 

18th (Holly), 465 yards, par four: The drive through 
an avenue of trees was made much harder when the 
tee was moved back 60 yards in 2002. The fairway 
bunker from which Sandy Lyle got up and down to win 
in 1988 is now 300 yards away. 

2014 average: 4.21 (rank 8) 
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UNBEATABLE 

CARPET OFFERS 
WILTON ROYAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £28.99m 2 N0W£18.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £13.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ANNIVERSARY TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY£19.99m 2 - NOW £11.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL WOODLANDS 42oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £26.99m 2 N0W£14.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 
WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £ 31.99 m 2 - NOW £23.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 
NORMALLY£19.99 m 2 - N0W£9.99m 2 

OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY UP TO 50% OFF 

GREAT RANGE OF COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE, RINGWOOD ROAD 
WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, S040 7GY 

02380 873459 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 



WILTON 

RQYAL 


WILTON 

RQYAL 


ROOFING & 
PROPERTY 


We specialise in the 
following new UPVC 

i FASCIAS ★ 

* BARGEBOARDS * 
* SOFFITS * 

* GUTTERING * 

Chimney Pointing or 
Dismantled Re-slating 
New or Repaired Flat 
Roofs We are your 
local maintenance 
firm Established for 
over 40 years All work 
guaranteed for 10 years 

CheGkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 

For an efficient and 
personal service 
ring NOW 

023 8042 0888 
07973 376010 

Website: 

rpm-southampton.co.uk 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 
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STEPHAN SHOES 



184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 

Southampton, S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 






Auto Roller 746, 6 
Berths, 5 Belted 
Seats, rear lounge 


Tribute 669 Panel 
Van - 4 Berth, 4 
Belted Seats 


Hire a motorhome this summer, pull over with the 
ponies for a night in the New Forest, fun at the 
FI and festivals. See the sunset from Land's End, 
lunch in Limoges, or just lose yourself in France! 
We have the motorhome to suit you, from a cool 
VW Campervan to the family 6 berth motorhome. 
Home from home. The most relaxing way to enjoy 
your very next holiday! 


Bilbo's VW T5, 

2 Adults + 2 Child 
Berths, 

4 Belted Seats 


Main authorised agents for 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, Dorset BH17 7AA 


homes t: 01202 801705 e: info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk | www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk rollertem 

Luxury Motorhomes 




GALLAGHER MOBILITY AIDS LTD 


‘Caring for you* 


Available here 1 sjj Motability 

~ ■ 


Call NOW 


BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Lift and 
reclining 
chairs 
From £495 


• USED EQUIPMENT 


Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 
Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 


e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Pttxjd mrnbcnc/ 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks Checkatrade.com 

* Where reputation matter! 



BATHROOM 

CENTRE 


WE PAY THE VAT 

1st - 12th April 
No VAT to pay on any goods 


Award Winning Showroom 
Free 3D Design Service 


Free Parking 


01489 773 833 www.sovereignbathrooms.com 
Unit 28a Solent Trading Estate, Shamblehurst Lane, Hedge End, Southampton SO30 2FX 
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1 Barclays Premier Leaaue 1 








Arsenal.... 



4 

Livemool 


.1 

Bellerin 37 




Henderson 76 pen 

Ozil 40 
Sanchez 45 
Giroud 90 

HT 3-0 






Att 60,081 

Chelsea... 



L 

Stoke. 


.L 

HTL-L 

Everton... 

Jagielka 16 



1 

SAINTS. 


.0 

HT 1-0 






Att 39,390 

Leicester.. 



2 

West Ham. 


.1 

Cambiasso 12 





Kouyate 32 

King 86 

HT 1-1 






Att 31,863 

Man Utd... 



3 

A. Villa. 


.1 

Ander Herrera 43,90 




Benteke 80 

Rooney 79 

HT 1-0 






Att 75,397 

Swansea.. 



3 

Hull . 


.1 

Ki 18 

Gomis 37,90 






McShane 50 

HT 2-0 

W.B.A. 



1 

Q.P.R. 


.4 

Anichebe 58 






Vargas 15 
Austin 37 
Zamora 43 







Barton 90 

HT 0-3 






Att 25,735 




HOME 

AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Chelsea 

29 

11 

3 

0 28 6 9 

4 

2 33 19 67 

Arsenal 

31 

11 

3 

1 37 12 8 

3 

5 25 20 63 

Man Utd 

31 

13 

1 

2 36 11 5 

7 

319 17 62 

Man City 

30 

10 

3 

2 31 12 8 

4 

3 31 16 61 

Liverpool 

31 

8 

5 

3 25 16 8 

1 

6 20 20 54 

SAINTS 

31 

9 

3 

4 27 10 7 

2 

6 15 12 53 

Tottenham 

30 

9 

3 

4 29 22 7 

2 

5 21 23 53 

Swansea 

31 

8 

4 

4 22 17 5 

3 

7 15 22 46 

West Ham 

31 

8 

3 

5 22 15 3 

6 

6 19 24 42 

Stoke 

30 

7 

2 

6 20 19 5 

4 

614 18 42 

Everton 

31 

5 

7 

3 23 18 4 

3 

9 16 24 37 

Crystal P 

30 

4 

3 

7 17 20 5 

6 

5 19 21 36 

Newcastle 

30 

6 

4 

5 20 20 3 

4 

8 13 28 35 

W.B.A. 

31 

6 

3 

7 19 23 2 

6 

7 9 20 33 

Hull 

31 

4 

4 

7 17 20 2 

6 

8 12 23 28 

A. Villa 

31 

3 

5 

7 11 19 4 

2 10 9 23 28 

Sunderlnd 

30 

2 

7 

6 12 22 2 

7 

6 11 22 26 

Q.P.R. 

31 

5 

4 

7 21 22 2 

0 13 14 33 25 

Burnley 

30 

4 

5 

6 14 19 1 

5 

9 12 30 25 

Leicester 

30 

3 

5 

6 15 18 2 

2 12 14 31 22 

SkyBet Championship 

Bolton . 



1 

Blackpool. 


. 1 

Gudjohnsen 90 





Jacobs 9 

HT 0-1 






Att 17,076 

Leeds Utd 



0 

Blackburn. 


. 3 







Cairney 62 
Rhodes 69 







Spearing 80 

HT 0-0 






Att 25,293 

Reading ... 



1 

Cardiff . 


. 1 

Pogrebnyak 4 






McAleny 90 

HT 1-0 






Att 17,953 

Sheff Wed 



1 

Huddersfld.. 

. 1 

Bus 86 






Miller 89 

HT 0-0 






Att 20,851 




HOME 

AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Middlesbro 

40 13 

4 

3 38 11 9 

5 

6 22 19 75 

CHERRIES 

40 11 

6 

3 39 21 10 

5 

5 44 20 74 

Norwich 

40 10 

6 

4 44 21 11 

4 

5 33 22 73 

Watford 

40 12 

3 

5 44 21 10 

4 

6 36 27 73 

Brentford 

40 11 

4 

5 39 24 10 

2 

8 29 29 69 

Derby Cty 

40 J1 

_ 6_ 

3 43 20 8 

5_ 

7 28 25 68 

Ipswich 

40 12 

5 

3 32 14 7 

6 

7 28 30 68 

Wolves 

40 11 

5 

4 33 17 8 

6 

6 25 29 68 

Nottm For 

40 

9 

5 

6 35 26 6 

7 

7 28 30 57 

Blackburn 

40 

9 

5 

6 29 23 6 

7 

7 25 27 57 

Charlton 

40 

8 

8 

4 29 22 5 

7 

8 20 30 54 

Sheff Wed 

40 

4 

10 

6 13 17 9 

5 

6 24 24 54 

Cardiff 

40 

9 

4 

7 28 25 4 

9 

7 21 26 52 

Leeds Utd 

40 

8 

5 

7 21 20 6 

5 

9 22 30 52 

Birminghm 

39 

8 

6 

6 24 28 4 

8 

7 21 28 50 

Bolton 

40 

9 

7 

4 33 23 3 

3 

14 14 35 46 

Brighton 

40 

6 

7 

7 26 25 4 

8 

8 17 22 45 

Huddersfld 

40 

7 

6 

7 26 27 4 

6 

10 23 41 45 

Reading 

39 

8 

4 

7 24 21 4 

5 

11 19 41 45 

Fulham 

40 

8 

3 

9 29 32 4 

4 

12 22 40 43 

Rotherham 

40 

6 

6 

8 27 32 3 

7 

10 14 30 40 

Millwall 

40 

4 

6 10 20 35 4 

6 10 15 30 36 

Wigan 

40 

2 

8 10 16 25 6 

3 11 19 28 35 

Blackpool 

40 

4 

5 11 17 33 0 

7 13 14 46 24 

SkyBet League One 


Barnsley 

HT 0-1 

Swindon. 

HT 0-0 


0 SheffUtd.2 

Davies 42 
Holt 71 
Att 17,532 

0 M K Dons.3 

Powell 60 


Grigg 72,88 
Att 10,087 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Bristol C 

40 14 

4 

2 37 15 11 

6 

3 39 20 85 

Preston 

39 12 

7 

1 37 18 10 

4 

5 28 15 77 

M K Dons 

39 12 

3 

4 44 17 

9 

6 

5 35 23 72 

Swindon 

38 11 

3 

5 32 22 10 

4 

5 33 20 70 

Sheff Utd 

40 

9 

5 

6 30 20 

9 

5 

6 28 25 64 

Chesterfld 

40 10 

4_ 

6 35 24 

7_ 

_5_ 

8 24 27 60 

Bradford 

39 

7 

6 

7 25 24 

8 

6 

5 26 19 57 

Rochdale 

39 

9 

3 

7 30 22 

8 

2 

10 35 30 56 

Barnsley 

40 10 

3 

7 34 27 

6 

5 

9 19 27 56 

Peterboro 

40 

9 

3 

8 22 22 

8 

2 

10 24 27 56 

Fleetwood T 

40 

7 

9 

4 22 21 

8 

2 

10 19 23 56 

Doncaster 

39 

6 

4 

10 18 26 

8 

7 

4 30 25 53 

Oldham 

40 

8 

5 

7 29 31 

6 

6 

8 21 28 53 

Gillingham 

40 

8 

6 

6 32 28 

5 

6 

9 22 30 51 

Port Vale 

40 

8 

3 

9 28 27 

6 

3 

11 21 31 48 

Walsall 

39 

5 

8 

7 20 24 

6 

6 

716 18 47 

Scunthorpe 

39 

7 

4 

8 21 24 

5 

7 

8 31 38 47 

Coventry 

40 

5 

8 

7 22 29 

6 

5 

9 22 26 46 

Crewe 

40 

8 

5 

7 19 25 

5 

2 

13 18 44 46 

Leyton O 

39 

5 

4 

11 26 29 

7 

5 

7 25 25 45 

Notts Cnty 

39 

4 

4 11 20 28 

7 

7 

6 19 24 44 

Crawley 

40 

7 

6 

7 25 31 

4 

5 11 19 35 44 

Colchester 

39 

5 

2 12 23 32 

6 

6 

8 25 32 41 

Yeovil 

40 

4 

610 14 30 

4 

3 13 17 33 33 

SkyBet League Two 




HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Burton 

40 14 

3 

3 29 11 

9 

6 

5 29 23 78 

Shrewsbry 

40 15 

4 

1 38 9 

8 

4 

8 22 19 77 

Wycombe 

40 

8 

7 

5 26 22 12 

7 

1 34 17 74 

Bury 

39 12 

3 

4 29 17 

9 

4 

7 23 20 70 

Southend 

39 

9 

8 

3 21 9 

9 

4 

6 25 26 66 

Newport C 

40 

9 

7 

4 28 19 

8 

4 

8 19 25 62 

Plymouth 

40 11 

5 

4 28 10 

6_ 

_5_ 

918 19 61 

Stevenage 

40 

12 

3 

5 33 22 

4 

8 

8 22 27 59 

Luton 

40 

11 

4 

5 32 18 

5 

6 

9 16 24 58 

Exeter 

40 

6 

8 

6 26 27 

9 

5 

6 29 28 58 

North mptn 

40 

12 

2 

6 35 23 

5 

4 

11 25 29 57 

Wimbledon 

40 

10 

5 

5 33 24 

4 

7 

9 19 28 54 

Morecambe 

40 

6 

6 

8 19 24 

7 

6 

7 23 21 51 

POMPEY 

40 

10 

5 

5 31 20 

2 

9 

9 15 26 50 

Oxford Utd 

40 

6 

7 

7 24 23 

6 

6 

8 19 25 49 

Dagenham 

40 

7 

2 

11 22 26 

7 

5 

8 24 28 49 

Acc Stanley 

40 

8 

5 

7 26 28 

5 

3 

12 22 38 47 

Mansfield 

40 

9 

5 

6 22 21 

3 

4 

13 11 31 45 

Cambridge 

40 

6 

4 

10 27 27 

5 

7 

8 25 28 44 

York 

40 

3 10 

7 13 18 

6 

7 

7 29 28 44 

Carlisle 

40 

7 

4 

9 29 34 

5 

2 

13 19 32 42 

Hartlepool 

40 

7 

4 

9 19 27 

4 

3 

13 14 33 40 

Tran mere 

40 

5 

7 

8 26 29 

4 

5 11 17 28 39 

Cheltnham 

40 

4 

8 

8 19 27 

4 

5 11 16 32 37 

Scottish Premiership 

Aberdeen 



0 

Partick 



.0 

HT 0-0 







Att 12,727 

Dundee Utd.. 


1 

Ross Cnty 


. 2 

Ciftci 20 pen 







Irvine 12 








De Vita 72 

HT 1-1 







Att 6,187 

Hamilton. 



1 

St Johnstn.. 

.1 

Crawford 7 







Graham 72 

HT 1-0 








Inverness CT 


1 

Dundee 


.1 

Shinnie 55 







McGowan 53 

HT 0-0 







Att 3,362 

Kilmarnock... 


1 

Motherwell.. 

.2 

Syme 17 







Pearson 38 








Erwin 77 

HT 1-1 







Att 4,622 




HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Celtic 

29 11 

2 

2 34 711 

1 

2 27 7 69 

Aberdeen 

30 10 

3 

2 30 13 

9 

2 

4 20 14 62 

Inverness CT30 

8 

5 

2 22 15 

8 

1 

6 21 16 54 

Dundee Utd 

29 

9 

2 

4 27 17 

5 

2 

7 23 26 46 

St Johnstn 

31 

7 

2 

6 16 15 

6 

4 

612 16 45 

Hamilton 

32 

6 

5 

5 26 19 

6_ 

_ 2 _ 

8 16 28 43 

Dundee 

30 

4 

7 

4 20 20 

6 

4 

5 21 21 41 

Kilmarnock 

31 

7 

1 

7 19 20 

3 

7 

6 14 20 38 

Partick 

31 

6 

4 

6 26 18 

3 

4 

813 18 35 

Ross Cnty 

31_ 

5 

010 16 26 

3_ 

7 

6 19 30 31 

Motherwell 

31 

5 

3 

7 14 19 

3 

J 

12 14 36 28 

St Mirren 

31 

1 

2 13 8 25 

5 

1 

9 14 26 21 


Scottish Championship 


Cowdenbth.3 

Dumbarton... 

.0 

Toshney 44, Higgins 48 
Nish 79 

HT 1-0 

Falkirk.1 

Raith. 

Att 515 

.0 

Vaulks 62 

HT 0-0 

Hibernian.0 

Queen Sth . .. 

Att 4,032 

. 1 

HT 0-0 

Livingston.P 

Hearts. 

Durnan 47 
Att 8,773 

.P 

Postponed - due to Petrofac Cup Final. 

Rangers.P Alloa. 

.P 

Postponed - due to Petrofac Cup Final. 




BATTLE FOR THE BALL: Arsenal’s Alexis Sanchez (right) and 
Liverpool’s Lazar Markovic in action during the Barclays Premier 
League match at the Emirates Stadium. 


Scottish League One 

Morton . 

.0 

Brechin.2 

Barr 79 pen, Masson 88 

HT 0-0 


Att 1,823 

Peterhead. 

....i 

Dunfrmline.1 

Rodgers 78 


Moffat 18 

HT 0-1 


Att 668 

Stenhsmuir... 

....i 

Forfar.3 

McMenamin 48 


Fotheringham 71,78 
Swankie 90 

HT 0-0 


Att 518 

Stirling A. 

....0 

Airdrieonians.2 

Prunty 53 pen,79 pen 

HT 0-0 


Att 942 

Stranraer. 

Malcolm 64 

....i 

Ayr Utd.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 1,010 

Scottish League Two 

Albion R . 

.2 

Berwick . 0 

Cadden 62, McGuigan 71 


HT 0-0 


Att 439 

Arbroath. 

....1 

Annan Athletic . 1 

Murray 67 


Mackay 51 

HT 0-0 


Att 539 

Clyde . 

McManus 70 

....1 

East Fife.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 620 

Elgin. 

.0 

E Stirling.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 704 

Montrose. 

.2 

Queen Park.2 

Watson 35 


Steeves 57 og 

Wood 81 

HT 1-0 


Rooney 59 

Vanarama Conference 


AFC Telford ... 

...1 Kiddrmnstr... 

.1 

Gray 61 

HT 0-0 

AFC Telford are relegated. 

Barnet.1 Nuneaton. 

Gittings 78 
Att 1,773 

.0 

Akinde 69 

HT 0-0 

EASTLEIGH... 

...0 Dover. 

Att 2,006 

.1 

HT 0-0 

Grimsby. 

...2 Gateshead. .. 

Raggett 71 
Att 1,703 

.2 

Mackreth 54 

Sainte-Luce 34,73 

Disley 90 

HT 0-1 




Torquay.1 Dartford.1 

McQuilkin 67 Chiedozie 82 

HT 0-0 Att 1,754 

Woking.2 Welling U.2 

Rendell 52 pen, Odubade 68 Lafayette 9, Adeyinka 77 
HT 0-1 Att 2,819 

Wrexham.4 Alfreton Town.0 

Jennings 19, Harris 32, Bishop 40,66 

HT 3-0 Att 24,768 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Barnet 

42 14 

2 

5 49 21 

11 

5 

5 38 24 82 

Bristol R 

42 15 

4 

2 38 14 

7 11 

3 22 19 81 

Grimsby 

42 11 

4 

6 33 18 12 

6 

3 34 18 79 

Macclesfld 

42 13 

6 

2 30 12 

7 

7 

7 24 28 73 

Woking 

42 

9 

7 

5 33 22 10 

5 

6 36 25 69 

Forest Grn 

42 

11 

6 

4 39 26 

8 

9 

4 30 24 69 

EASTLEIGH 41 

10 

6 

5 40 26 

9 

4 

7 36 31 67 

FC Halifax 

41 

11 

7 

3 38 23 

6 

7 

7 19 20 65 

Dover 

42 

12 

3 

6 35 16 

6 

6 

9 30 37 63 

Gateshead 

42 

9 

6 

6 35 30 

7 

9 

5 28 23 63 

Kiddrmnstr 

42 

9 

5 

7 30 26 

6 

6 

9 19 25 56 

Lincoln City 

41 

11 

3 

7 33 25 

5 

5 

10 27 41 56 

Altrncham 

42 

9 

5 

8 28 32 

7 

3 

10 23 32 56 

Wrexham 

40 

8 

8 

6 24 22 

6 

5 

7 22 24 55 

Chester FC 

42 

9 

3 

8 26 28 

7 

3 

12 28 40 54 

Torquay 

41 

8 

6 

6 31 25 

5 

6 

10 27 32 51 

Braintree 

41 

9 

3 

9 23 22 

6 

1 

13 25 29 49 

Aldershot 

41 

7 

4 

9 24 26 

6 

5 

10 22 29 48 

Southport 

41 

6 

5 

9 19 26 

6 

6 

9 25 37 47 

Alfreton 

42 

6 

7 

8 31 36 

6 

1 

14 15 40 44 

Welling U 

41 

5 

8 

6 23 23 

4 

3 15 21 44 38 

Nuneaton 

42 

7 

5 

9 24 31 

3 

3 15 9 35 38 

Dartford 

42 

3 

8 

9 23 32 

4 

6 12 18 38 35 


AFC Telford 42 2 5 14 25 42 5 4 12 26 39 30 
*Forest Green deducted 3 points for fielding an ineli¬ 
gible player 


Vanarama Conference South 


B Stortfrd.L 

Bromley.L 

Eastbourne B... 1 

Farnboro.L 

Gosport B.L 

Hayes & Yeading L 
H Hempstead.... L 

Staines Town.1 

Sutton Utd.L 


St Albans. 

Boreham W. 

Concord Rgs. 

Wealdstone. 

Weston-S-Mare.. 

BASINGSTKE. 

Maidenhead Utd 
Havant and W . .. 
Chelmsford. 


L 

L 

0 

L 

L 

L 

L 

2 

L 


Local non-league results 


VANARAMA FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier 

AFC Telford Utd 1 Kidderminster Harriers 1 

Barnet 1 Nuneaton 0 

Eastleigh 0 Dover Athletic 1 

Grimsby 2 Gateshead 2 

Torquay Utd 1 Dartford 1 

Woking 2 Welling Utd 2 

Wrexham 4 Alfreton 0 

South 

Bishops Stortford 2 St Albans 1 
Bromley 2 Boreham Wood 1 
Eastbourne Borough 1 Concord Rangers 0 
Farnborough 1 Wealdstone 4 
Gosport Borough 1 Weston-super-Mare 1 
Hayes & Yeading 0 Basingstoke 1 
Hemel Hempstead 1 Maidenhead Utd 1 
Staines 1 Havant & Waterlooville 2 
Sutton Utd 1 Chelmsford 0 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Arlesey 2 Hungerford 3 
Bideford 1 Corby 3 
Biggleswade 1 Cirencester 0 
Burnham 0 Banbury 3 
Cambridge City 3 Dorchester 0 
Chippenham 1 Poole Town 0 
Dunstable 3 Chesham 2 
Frame 0 Hitchin 3 
Paulton Rovers 0 Histon 3 
Redditch 0 Truro City 4 
Slough 3 St Neots 3 

Division One South & West: 

AFC Totton 1 North Leigh 1 
Bash ley 0 Didcot 5 
Bishops Cleeve 0 Yate 3 
Clevedon 2 Shortwood Utd 4 
Evesham Utd 2 Cinderford 1 
Fleet 4 Wimborne 2 
Merthyr Town 4 Mangotsfield Utd 0 
Stratford 2 Sholing 1 
Taunton 2 Bridgwater 1 
Tiverton 2 Swindon Supermarine 2 
Wantage 0 Larkhall Athletic 3 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 1 Bournemouth 1 
Alresford 1 Blackfield & Langley 1 
Andover Town pp Brockenhurst 
Christchurch 2 Bemerton HH 0 
Folland Sports 4 Horndean 4 
Newport loW 2 Fareham 0 
Verwood 0 Petersfield 3 
Whitchurch Utd 1 Totton & Eling 1 
Division One 
Andover NS 2 Hythe & Dibden 1 
Laverstock & Ford 0 New Milton 3 
Pewsey Vale 2 Tadley Calleva 5 
Ringwood 1 Downton 1 
Romsey 2 Cowes Sports 2 
US Portsmouth 4 East Cowes Vies 2 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Stoneham 1 Stockbridge 2 
Baffins Milton Rovers 2 Liphook 0 
Bush Hill 2 Headley Utd 1 
Clanfield 4 Hedge End Rangers 0 
Fleetlands 3 Winchester Castle 3 
Hamble Club 5 Locks Heath 1 
Liss Athletic 4 Colden Common 1 
Otterbourne 6 Paulsgrove 0 
QK Southampton 1 Overton Utd 3 
Division One 
Lyndhurst 0 Cadnam 1 
Michelmersh & Timsbury 1 Andover Lions 3 
Netley Central 4 Infinity 2 
Upham 3 Four Marks 2 

Combination Division 
Hedge End Rangers 0 Winchester Castle 3 
Overton Utd 3 Hamble Club 3 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup, semi-finals 

Petersfield Town 4 Moneyfields 3 (aet) 

Sholing 2 AFC Portchester 0 

Premier Division 
Wimborne 3 Bemerton HH 2 

Division One West 
Hythe & Dibden 2 Bashley 2 
Lymington Town 8 Laverstock & Ford 1 
Division One East 
Tadley Calleva 1 Alton Town 2 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

Burridge AFC 3 Real FC 1 
Bishopstoke 1 Hedge End Tn 3 
Comrades 3 Solent Saints 0 
Nursling 4 BTC Soton 2 

Senior 1 

Compton 3 AFC Gulf Western 5 
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Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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